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Consulate General of Canada

Consulat général du Canada

Dear readers,

Canada and China has a long-standing friendship, based on a rich web of historical
ties and mutually-beneficial cooperation. Some of the earliest and strongest
foundations of this friendship were established over 100years ago, when a group
of Canadians set sail for China. They built hospitals and schools in Sichuan, and
thus established ties with the Sichuanese people that flourish to this day.

To commemorate these Canadians and their contributions, in 2014 the Leshan
Research Institute of Culture and Arts launched a research project, The Impact of
Western Civilization on the Development of Leshan in the Early 1900s. Today I'm
delighted to see that as the result of this project, Footprint of Western Civilization
— Old Stories of Jiading, authored by Ms. Xu Shan, will be published. | have
personally met with Mrs. Xu in Leshan in the past and have witnessed the
impressive fruits of her conservation and research efforts. | would encourage
everyone to take the time to learn from her work, and | would also like to express
my sincere thanks to Ms. Xu for her sustained devotion and efforts and offer my
congratulations on the publishing of this new book.
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~ Philippe Rheault
- Consul General
- Consulate General of Canada in Chongging
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