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Open space matters, It provides ideal spaces for public recreation,
outdoor activities, residents’ socialization, and it also plays an important role
in an urban environment and biodiversity. By facilitating socialization and
creating a sense of community, parks and open spaces improve the quality of
life of urban dwellers. Although open space greatly contributes to the overall
quality of life, it undeservedly remains marginalized in the post-socialist
discourse. Chinese cities are confronted with both the pressure of population
growth and the challenges of limited resources for parks and open spaces.
Allocating urban parks and open spaces efficiently and equally has been

recognized as an important environmental justice issue in Chinese cities.

This book fills an important gap in our understanding of the implications
of rapid urbanization in China, The experience of Western urbanization and
industrialization underlined the importance of accessibility to public open
space: it can play a key role not only in terms of recreation and amenity but

also in terms of environmental quality, public health and social behavior.
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Rapid and uncontrolled urbanization requires an effective and equitable
planning framework - one that includes public open space planning and
regulation 1in conjunction with land use planning, transportation planning,
and environmental regulation. An important first step in this context is the
type of analysis provided in this book, which provides theoretical and

empirical framework from which to propose an open space planning and

control system in China.

Paul Knox
(£) &T « #ELAr

University Distinguished Professor Virginia Tech
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