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Responding to the Dreams of
Chinese Youth

It has now been nearly eighteen years since I taught about philanthropy to my
first Chinese student, a woman who had come from Northern China to enroll in In-
diana University’s Master of Arts in Philanthropic Studies program. Since then, 1
have had so many more students I cannot count them: undergraduates, Master’s
students, doctoral candidates, and several visiting faculty members whose work in
the United States [ sponsored.

I have also been privileged to visit China four times. The first trip began in
Hong Kong and included stops at several great Chinese universities in Guangzhou
and Beijing, with my audiences mostly being young people, eager to learn about
American philanthropy and volunteering. Several subsequently came to Indiana U-
niversity to study.

I have often asked myself why there was—and still is—such interest in Chi-
na, especially among its youth, in activities that are so distinctively associated with
the United States. Philanthropy has a long history in China, but its context is very
different, directed more toward family and leaders than to communities and citi-
zens. American donors and volunteers are largely free to pursue whatever causes
they want ( within the bounds of legality) , while in China, they have to operate
under the watchful eye of government and its surrogates. Philanthropy in the Unit-
ed States can often be annoying, disrupting a complacent status quo. China places
great value on maintaining harmony among its many, far-flung peoples.

I found a clue in a famous question a pioneer of American philanthropy ( and

an inspiration for us at Indiana University ), Jane Addams, used to ask: “How
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shall we respond to the dreams of youth?” A century ago, when she was creating
Hull House, a community center for new immigrants to Chicago, she realized that
engaging young people, especially from better-off families, in the hard work of
building a democratic society was the best way to respond to their idealism.

I think the Chinese students who have been coming to Indiana University and
other schools to study philanthropy, as well as those who go to the lectures and
classes in China that I and others have given, reflect the continuing wisdom of this
insight. They are part of a generation that has been marked by history. They have
already known unprecedented prosperity. But they have experienced uncertainty
and disaster as well. If Chinese history is any guide, they fear they might experi-
ence a lot more.

Uncertainty is never comforting, and it always has its challenges. But it is in
times of challenge that good people, competent people, idealistic people, rise to
the top and prove themselves. And they do so not just in government or business,
but in the myriad associations-formal and informal-that former U.S. President
(and Ambassador to China) George H. W. Bush once called “a thousand points
of light. 7 Moreover, they use not just funds from taxes or commerce, but resources
of time and money voluntarily given and responsibly managed. To learn how to do
that in order to build the China of their dreams ( while avoiding the nightmares of
its past) is why so many young Chinese-and not a few older ones—have been stud-
ying the role philanthropy plays in the United States.

This book is a product of that desire. Written by two students and faculty
members I have had the great pleasure to work with, it aims to show Chinese read-
ers what they consider valuable about the nonprofit organizations of the United
States. Their intent is not to encourage imitation, but rather, to foster understand-
ing of how philanthropy works in a typical American community and how it might
work in China; to help build what one could call “philanthropy with Chinese char-
acteristics” .

Reinvigorating the civic health of a nation; engaging the public to meet com-
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mon needs; being faithful stewards of philanthropic funds—these are important
tasks that are already well underway in China and await continued attention and
nurture in the years ahead. They are not easy tasks, but they are crucial for
China’s success in the future, worthy of the talent, dedication, and drive China’s
young people can bring to them.

“How shall we respond to the dreams of youth?” Jane Addams asked. By re-
minding them what is really worth dreaming about. This book is a valuable contri-

bution to that goal.

Senior Counsellor to the Dean of the Lilly Family School of
Philanthropy at Indiana University

Leslie Lenkowsky
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— NS FE “RIFEZEE" (Scientific
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—RF “EEAGE", EWMEIMEBEEWRESARTG —H, HEHEALL
H, RMEMHRARN D ELAAX 2NN, ESE ., B 50 &
EMEDDY, F 34 B A E XEENAT TS, PO BESmE: A%

BEARRAZMTHRAUKREH MR EACKRBAW TR, S5 F X
FARTHEB, “EBCA” EIRMTEEAGEENEEZ —, EEEMN
SR BT AR i A AR A B — LAl THSMENET, X
FEEARE, 55 AL TIRZE, A 8R578, EEZEN LR,
WA T LR, M FE2EELHFMG EXFENERE, AREILE
IR, B AN R & Z WA A GBS AR 2 DBtk &

@ Marx, K. | & Engels, F. | Karl Marx, Frederick Engels: Collected Works, New York ; International
Publishers, 1975.

@ Trattner, W. L , From Poor Law to Welfare State: A History of Social Welfare in America (6 Sub e-
dition) , New York: Free Press, 1998, p. 16.
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EETF AN ANE, —EGMNREHTFREMRAEELR, FHAXLET
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@ Trattner, W. L, From Poor Law to Welfare State: A History of Social Welfare in America (6 Sub e-
dition) , New York: Free Press, 1998, 34.

@ Trattner, W. L., From Poor Law to Welfare State: A History of Social Welfare in America (6 Sub e-
dition) , New York: Free Press, 1998, 38.

@ Orwin, C., “Princess Diana and Mother Teresa; Compassion and Christian Charity,” in A. A.
Kass (Ed. ), The Perfect Gift: The Philanthropic Imagination in Poetry and Prose ( Unstated edi-
tion) , Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002.

@) Bremner, R. H., “Scientific Philanthropy 1873 - 93" Social Service Review, 1956, 30 (2):
168 —173. Bremner, R. H. , American Philanthropy (2nd ed), Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1998, p. 86.
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@ Addams, J. , Twenty Years at Hull-House ( Reprint edition) , New York: Signet, Retrieved from ht-
tps:/ www. amazon. com/Twenty-Years-Hull-House-Signet-Classics/dp/0451527399.
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(0 Zunz, 0., Philanthropy in America: A History ( Updated edition with a New Preface edition) , Prin-
ceton University Press, 2014, pp. 44 - 75,
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Zunz, 0. , Philanthropy in America; A History ( Updated edition with a New Preface edition) , Prin-

)

ceton University Press, 2014, p. 48.
@ Zunz, 0., Philanthropy in America: A History ( Updated edition with a New Preface edition) , Prin-
ceton University Press, 2014, p. 69.
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HHERHFUHRGR), (PEEEHIFE) 2016 558 1 5, TR HHYRRITLUSH
Hall, P. D. , “The Work of Many Hands: A Response to Stanley N. Katz on the Origins of the * Se-
rious Study’ of Philanthropy,” Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 1999, 28 (4). 522 -
534, https:/doi. org/10. 1177/0899764099284013 ,

@2 Friedman, L. J. , & McGarvie, M. D. ( Eds. ), Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American
History, Cambridge, UK; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp. 363 -365.
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@ Filer Commission, Giving in America: Toward a Stronger Voluntary Sector, Washington, DC: Com-
mission on Private Philanthropy and Public Needs, 1975.

@ Weisbrod, B. A. | The Voluntary Nonprofit Sector: An Economic Analysis, Lexington Books, 1977.
Weishrod, B. A. , “Toward a Theory of the Voluntary Nonprofit Sector in a Three-Sector Economy ,”
in E. S. Phelps (Ed. ), Altruism, Morality, and Economic Theory ( First Edition edition), New
York : Russell Sage Foundation, 1975.

@ Hall, P. D., “A Historical Overview of Philanthropy, Voluntary Associations, and Nonprofit Organ-
izations in the United States, 1600 - 2000,” in W. W. Powell & R. Steinberg (Eds. ), The Non-
profit Sector; A Research Handbook, Yale University Press, pp. 32 - 65.
" @ Ma, J., & Konrath, S. , Thirty Years of Nonprofit Research; Scaling the Knowledge of the Field
1986 —2015 ( September 2, 2016), Available at SSRN: hitps:/ssm. com/abstract = 2834121 or
http: 7/ dx. doi. org/10. 2139/ssrn. 2834121.



