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Beowulf’

The Fight With Grendel
X

Then Hrothgar® went out of the hall with his company of warriors, the protector of the
Scyldings. The war chief would seek the bed of Wealhtheow the queen. The King of Glory’—as
men had learned—had appointed a hall-guard* against Grendel; he had a special mission to the
prince of the Danes:he kept watch against monsters.

And the man of the Geats’ had sure trust in his great might,the favor of the Ruler®. Then he
took off his shirt of armor,the helmet’ from his head , handed his embellished® sword , best of irons, to
an attendant ,bade him keep guard over his war-gear. Then the good warrior spoke some bhoast-words
before he went to his bed, Beowulf of the Geats: “I claim myself no poorer in war-strength , war
works , than Grendel claims himself. Therefore I will not put him to sleep with a sword, so take
away his life, though surely I might. He knows no good tools with which he might strike against
me ,cut my shield in pieces, though he is strong in fight. But we shall forgo’ the sword in the
night—if he dare seek war without weapon—and then may wise God, Holy Lord, assign glory on
whichever hand seems good to Him'’, ”

The battle brave one laid himsell down,the pillow received the earl’ s head,and about him
many a brave seaman lay down to hall—rest. None of them thought that he would ever again seek
from there his dear home, people or town where he had been brought up ;for they knew that bloody
death had carried off far too many men in the wine-hall,folk of the Danes. But the Lord granted to
weave for them good fortune in war, for the folk of the Weather-Geats'" , comfort and help that they
should quite overcome their foe through the might of one man,through his sole strength:the truth
has been made known that mighty God'* has always ruled mankind.

There came gliding in the black night the walker in darkness. The warriors slept who should
hold the horned house—all but one. It was known to men that when the Ruler did not wish it the
hostile creature might not drag them away beneath the shadows. But he, lying awake for the fierce

foe,with heart swollen in anger awaited the outcome of the fight.
XI

Then from the moor under the mist-hills Grendel came walking, wearing God’ s anger'. The
foul ravager” thought to catch some one of mankind there in the high hall. Under the clouds he
moved until he could see most clearly the wine-hall , treasure-house of men,shining with gold. That
was not the first time that he had sought Hrothgar’s home'®. Never before or since in his life-days
did he find harder luck, hardier hall-thanes. The creature deprived of joy came walking to the
hall. Quickly the door gave way, fastened with fire-forged bands, when he touched it with his
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hands. Driven by evil desire,swollen with rage'” , he tore it open,the hall’ s mouth. After that the
foe at once stepped onto the shining floor, advanced angrily. From his eyes came a light not fair,
most like a flame. He saw many men in the hall ,a band of kinsmen all asleep together,a company of
warmen. Then his heart laughed : dreadful monster, he thought that before the day came he would
divide the life from the body of every one of them, for there had come to him a hope of full-
feasting'. It was not his fate that when that night was over he should feast on more of mankind.
The kinsman of Hygelac, mighty man, watched how the evil-doer' would make his quick
onslaught™. Nor did the monster mean to delay it, but, starting his work , he suddenly seized a
sleeping man , tore at him ravenously” |, bit into his bone-locks, drank the blood from his veins,
swallowed huge morsels;quickly he had eaten all of the lifeless one,feet and hands. He stepped
closer, then felt with his arm for the brave-hearted man on the bed,reached out towards him,the
foe with his hand ;at once in fierce response Beowulf seized it and sat up,leaning on his own arm.
Straightway the fosterer of crimes™ knew that he had not encountered on middle-earth , anywhere in
this world ,a harder hand-grip from another man. In mind he became frightened,in his spirit : not
for that might he escape the sooner. His heart was eager to get away, he would flee to his hiding-
place ,seek his rabble™ of devils. What he met there was not such as he had ever before met in the
days of his life. Then the kinsman of Hygelac,the good man, thought of his evening’ s speech,
stood upright and laid firm hold on him:his fingers cracked. The giant was pulling away, the earl
stepped forward. The notorious™ one thought to move farther away , wherever he could ,and flee his
way from there to his fen-retreat™ ;he knew his fingers’ power to be in a hateful grip. That was a
painful journey that the loathsome despoiler had made to Heorot. The retainers’ hall rang with the
noise—terrible drink for all the Danes™ , the house-dwellers , every brave mah , the earls. Both were
enraged , fury-filled , the two who meant to control the hall. The building resounded. Then was it
much wonder that the wine-hall withstood them joined in fierce fight, that it did not fall to the
ground , the fair earth-dwelling; but it was so firmly made fast with iron bands, both inside and
outside , joined by skillful smith-craft. There started from the floor—as 1 have heard say—many a
mead-bench , gold-adorned , when the furious ones fought. No wise men of the Seyldings ever before
thought that any men in any manner might break it down,splendid with bright horns, have skill to
destroy it,unless flame should embrace it,swallow it in fire. Noise rose up,sound strange enough.
Horrible fear came upon the North-Danes ,upon every one of those who heard the weeping from the
wall ,God’ s enemy sing his terrible song, song without triumph—the hell-slave bewail” his pain.

There held him fast he who of men was strongest of might in the days of this life.

XI

Not for anything would the protector of warriors let the murderous guest go off alive:he did
not consider his life-days of use to any of the nations. There more than enough of Beowulf’ s earls
drew swords,old heirlooms™ ,wished to protect the life of their dear lord, famous prince, however
they might. They did not know when they entered the fight, hardy-spirited warriors, and when they
thought to hew him on every side, to seek his soul, that not any of the best of irons on earth, no
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warsword , would touch the evil-doer:for with a charm he had made victory-weapons useless , every
sword-edge. His departure to death from the time of this life was to be wretched; and the alien
spirit” was to travel far off into the power of fiends. Then he who before had brought trouble of
heart to mankind , committed many crimes—he was at war with God—found that his body would
do him no good, for the great-hearted kinsman of Hygelac had him by the hand. Each was hateful
to the other alive”. The awful monster had lived to feel pain in his body,a huge wound in his
shoulder was exposed , his sinews sprang apart, his bone-locks broke. Glory in battle was given to
Beowulf. Grendel must flee from there, mortally sick, seek his joyless home in the fenslopes. He
knew the more surely that his life’ s end had come, the full number of his days. For all the Danes
was their wish fulfilled after the bloody fight. Thus he who had lately come from far off, wise and
stout-hearted” , had purged Heorot, saved Hrothgar’ s house from affliction. He rejoiced in his
night’ s work ,a deed to make famous his courage. The man of the Geats had fulfilled his boast to
the East-Danes; so too he had remedied all the grief, the malice-caused sorrow that they had
endured before,,and had to suffer from harsh necessity, no small distress. That was clearly proved
when the battle-brave man set the hand up under the curved roof—the arm and the shoulder: there

all together was Grendel’ s grasp.

(%]
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1. Could you describe Beowulf’ s character?
2. Why couldn’ t Beowulf” s followers hurt Grendel though they tried hard to hack and
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stab him?
3. Why is Beowulf not afraid of fighting the monster?
4. How did Beowulf mortally wound Grendel?
5. Please discuss the features of old English poetry.

[ AE]

Please appreciate the following sentences from Beowulf.

1. He lived to find comfort for that, became great under the skies, prospered in honors until
every one of those who lived about him,across the whale-road ,had to obey him,pay him tribute.
That was a good king.

Ul FESVAE) 2k, 0 10 SRR R AR R ), LA 3 A At B B N R AR 16
J2 RS A T AT e A BT, AR Tl SRR A RN R E

2. Afterwards a son was born to him,a young boy in his house ,whom God sent to comfort the
people: He had seen the sore need they had suffered during the long time they lacked a king.

JEk il ( FEMAE) A T A ILF XA LT BRI AL S R 1, B E B 5 R4
RO AR IR 2 1 BRI KA M TR T E—TEET .

3. Therefore the Lord of Life,the Ruler of Heaven, gave him honor in the world: Beow was
famous , the glory of son of Seyld spread widely in the Northlands.

A i 5, R B GEIA# 2 i ] e« DL SRR 4% T, ZE W AE L 7 i AL 1
At HIX

4. In this way a young man ought by his good deeds,by giving splendid gifts while still in his
father” s house,to make sure that later in life beloved companions will stand by him, that people
will serve him when war comes.

PLXFP 72 X AMER A (GEFER L) LA S & T, did B S84 6, A7
FRAG M2 A A TR B AR B , A5 AT IR A SR A B 2 i, b AT T A RE D % g

5. He had ruled them with his words—long had the beloved prince governed the land.

Il 5 T A T T—— K Lok 2 N B £ F— RO,

6. Sad was their spirit, mournful their mind.

AT 7 BLAR A2 O B o fth o e,

7. Through deeds that bring praise ,a man shall prosper in every country.

WA —A RS BB , At T 91 S AT R AR 20 Ko

8. For the monster was relentless, the dark death-shadow,against warriors old and young, lay
in wait and ambushed them.

XAV TCN  iE R SE TSR R (R AR AR B, B S5 HE R R R
AR 1A

9. Woe is him who in terrible trouble must thrust his soul into the fire’ s embrace , hope for no
comfort ,not expect change. Well is the man who after his death-day may seek the Lord and find
peace in the embrace of the Father.
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AREA N ABIAFME P REIT P AN R KA, AR, R T A
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10. They left the riches, golden joy of earls,in dust, for earth to hold ; where yet it lies, useless

as ever.
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[fERRRE]

The Canterbury Tales'

—General Prologue

As soon as April pierces to the root’
The drought of March,and bathes each bud and shoot
Through every vein of sap® with gentle showers
From whose engendering liquor spring the flowers® ;
When zephyrs® have breathed softly all about
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Inspiring every wood and field to sprout’
And in the zodiac the youthful sun
His journey halfway through the Ram has run’;
When little birds are busy with their song
Who sleep with open eyes the whole night long,
Life stirs their hearts and tingles in them so,
Then off as pilgrims people long to go,
And palmers® to set out for distant strands
And foreign shrines’ renowned in many lands.
And specially in England people ride
To Canterbury from every countryside
To visit there the blessed martyred saint'
Who gave them strength when they were sick and faint.
In Southwark at the Tabard'' one spring day
It happened , as | stopped there on my way,
Myself a pilgrim with a heart devout
Ready for Canterbury to set out
At night came all of twenty-nine assorted
Travellers'” ,and to that same inn resorted ,
Who by a turn of fortune chanced to fall
In fellowship together” ,and they were all
Pilgrims who had it in their minds to ride
Toward Canterbury. The stables' doors were wide,
The rooms were large ,and we enjoyed the best,
And shortly ,when the sun had gone to rest,
I had so talked with each that presently
I was a member of their company
And promised to rise early the next day
To start,as [ shall show,upon our way.
But none the less,while I have time and spare ,
Before this tale has gone a further pace" ,
I should in reason tell you the condition
Of each of them,his rank and his position,
And also what array they all were in;
And so then,with a knight I will begin.
A Knight was with us,and an excellent man,
Who from the earliest moment he began
To follow his career loved chivalry'.
Truth , openhandedness'” | and courtesy™™.
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He was a stout man in the king’ s campaigns
And in that cause had gripped his horse’ s reins
In Christian lands and pagan through the earth"”
None farther,and always honored for his worth.
He was on hand at Alexandria®™ s fall.

He had often sat in precedence to all

The nations at the banquet board in Prussia™.
He had fought in Lithuania™ and in Russia,

No Christian knight more often™ ;he had been
In Moorish Africa at Benmarin,

And the siege™ of Algeciras™in Granada,

And sailed in many a glorious armada™

In the Mediterranean ,and fought as well

At Ayas and Attalia” when they fell

In Armenia and on Asia Minor’ s coast.

Of fifteen deadly battles he could boast,

And in Alggria,at Tremessen,

Fought for the faith and killed three separate men
In single combat. He had done good work
Joining against another pagan Turk

With the king of Palatia®. And he was wise,
Despite his prowess™ , honored in men’s eyes,
Meek as a girl and gentle in his ways.

He had never spoken ignobly all his days

To any man by even a rude inflection.

He was knight in all things to perfection.

He rode a good horse,but his gear was plain,
For he had lately served on a campaign.

His tunic” was still spattered by the rust

Left by his coat of mail,for he had just

Returned and set out on his pilgrimage” .
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