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Introduction

' For many people Brazil conjures' up images of
football, Carnaval’, and the finest coffee in the
world. But the country is much more than beaches
and bossa nova®, although the sound of samba
is an excellent starting point for exploring this
vibrant®, captivating’, and infinitely complex land.
Brazil is at once stunningly beautiful and
delightfully disorganized. Even though it is one

of the ten largest economies in the world, poverty

exists side by side with spectacular wealth. As part
of the New World, it is open to new ideas, new

technologies, and newcomers. Youthful and fast

moving, it can overwhelm you with its sheer size,

or the warmth and spontaneity® of its people,

. . . 7
while its street children and shantytowns’ can be

quite unsettling.

The fundamental concept to understand is

that there is not one but several Brazils, not only

because of its varied geography and racial mix, but

also in time: sixteenth-century ways coexist with

twenty-first century lifestyles. Brazil is home to the
| so-called “lung of the world,” the Amazon forest,
and its incredible biodiversity”, It also comes with
its fair share of regional differences. Itis a true
- melting pot of races and cultures—the Brazilians

are a colorful mixture of native indigenous people,



