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Agatha Christie (1890-1976) is known throughout the world
as the Queen of Crime. Her books have sold over a billion cop-
ies in English with another billion in over 100 foreign langua-
ges. She is the most widely published and translated author of
all time and in any language; only the Bible and Shakespeare
have sold more copies. She is the author of 80 crime novels and
short story collections, 19 plays, and six other novels. The
Mousetrap, her most famous play, was first staged in 1952 in
London and is still performed there—it is the longest-running
play in history.

Agatha Christie’s first novel was published in 1920. It fea-
tured Hercule Poirot, the Belgian detective who has become the
most popular detective in crime fiction since Sherlock Holmes.
Collins has published Agatha Christie since 1926.
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The Man in the Brown Suit






Chapter 1

1
=
Everybody has told me that I must write this story — and it is

true that I was mixed up in the @(D from the very begin-
ning. Naturally there are gaps in my knowledge, but they can
be filled by Sir Eustace Pedler’s diary, which he has kindly
asked me to use. So here goes: Anne Beddingfeld begins her ad-
venturcs.

[ have always wanted to have adventures. You sce, my fa-
ther, Professor Beddingfeld, was one of England’s greatest ex-
perts on Primitive Man®. His mind lived in Palacolithic®
times, but the problem was that his body lived in the modern
world. Papa did not care for modern man.

Unfortunately it is difficult to manage without modern men,
such as butchers and bakers and greengrocers. Therefore, as Pa-
pa spent most of his time thinking about the past and Mamma
had died when I was a baby, I had to deal with the practical side
of life.

Papa enthusiastically ate what was put before him, but
scemed troubled when the question of paying for it came up.
And we never secemed to have any money. Papa was famous in
the scientific world, and had many letters after his name, but
this was not the type of fame that brought in cash.

There were times when I envied® Emily, our servant girl.
Emily’s boyfriends included a large sailor and several boys who

worked in the local shops. She said she wanted to °practise’

® affair n. FIE @ Primitive Man JEIE A @ Paleolithic adj. IH A #%
) @ envy v. BEHE



4 The Man in the Brown Suit

with different young men — and I thought sadly that I had no
one to ‘practise’ with! All Papa’s friends were clderly profes-
sors with long beards. What I wanted was adventure, love and
romance — and what I had was dullness and boredom.

There was a library in the village — I enjoyed reading the ad-
ventures and love affairs in these books, and I went to sleep
dreaming of strong, silent men who always ‘knocked down

their opponent® with a single punch®’. There was the cinema

too, with a weekly film ‘The Perils® of Pamela’ . Pamela was a

marvellous? young woman. Nothing worried her. She fell out
of acroplanes, adventured in submarines and climbed skyscrap-
ers without a moment’s fear. She was not really clever — the
Master Criminal caught her cach time — but the hero always
rescued her at the beginning of the following week. I used to
come out full of a desire for adventure.

Most people have never heard of the ancient bones that were
found at the Broken Hill Mine® in Rhodesia. And yet, one

morning, [ found Papa full of excitement.

‘Do you understand, Annc? [ have always said that the

beginning of the human race®

was in Africa. They travelled...’

‘Don’t put marmalade on kippers, Papa,’ I said quickly,
stopping my parent’s absent-minded® hand. ¢ Yes, you were
saying?’

‘They travelled to Europe on...”

Here he choked badly on a mouthful of kipper bones. * We
must go to Rhodesia at once,” he said at last, standing up.

‘There will be so many discoveries. The primitive ox, I think,

@ opponent n. 3F @ punch n. (FELKDIETH O peril n. G
@ marvellous adj . HWH © mincn. HH ©® race n. B E @ ab-
sent-minded adj. > A TES Y



Chapter 1 5

but not the woolly rhinoceros. You will write to the travel
agent today.’

‘What about money, Papa?’

He looked at me in a disappointed way.

‘Your point of view always depresses me, my child. We
must not let money stand in the way of scientific progress.’

‘I think the travel agent might require money, Papa.’

Papa looked upsct. My dear Anne, you will pay them in
cash.’

‘I haven’t got any cash.’

Papa looked thoroughly irritated.

‘My child, I really cannot be bothered with® these silly

details. The bank — I had something yesterday, saying I had
twenty-seven pounds.’

*That’s your overdraft?, I believe.’

‘Then you must write to my publishers.’

I agreed, although I was not confident. Papa’s books bring in
more fame than money, though I loved the idea of going to
Rhodesia.

“ Wait, Papa! You have different boots on,” I called out.
‘Take off the brown one and put on the other black one. And
don’t forget your scarf, Papa. It’s a very cold day.’

Papa left, correctly booted and warmly dressed. He returned
late that evening, and I was concerned to see that his scarf and
overcoat were missing.

‘Dear me, Anne, you are right. I took them off to go into
the cave®. One gets so dirty there.’

Our main reason for coming to live in Little Hampsley had

@ cannot be bothered with AAH Fyeeeees ML @ overdraft n. HE X
@ cave n. {fi 7%



6 The Man in the Brown Suit

been the Hampsley Cave. Papa spent most of his days working

underground digging out the bones of Erchistoric(D animals.
Papa coughed badly all evening, and the following morning I

sent for the doctor. Poor Papa. It was Encumonia@). He died

four days later.

@® prehistoric adj. LHIH @ pncumonia n. fifi R



Chapter 2

Everyone was very kind to me. But it took me some time to
realize that the thing I had always wanted — freedom — was mine at
last. I was very poor, but free. At the same time I realized the
kindness of all these people. The vicar did his best to persuade
me that his wife needed someone to help her at home. Our tiny
library decided to have an assistant librarian. Finally, the doctor
suggested I should marry him. I was astonished®. The doctor
was almost forty, a round, fat little man.

‘It’s extremely kind of you,” I said. ‘But I could never
marry a man unless I loved him completely.’

He sighed. ‘But, my dear child, what will you do?’

‘Have adventures and see the world,’ 1 replied. ‘I'm going
to London. If things happen anywhere, they’ll happen in
London. T will look out for exciting opportunities and you’ll
hear of me next in China or Timbuctoo.’

My next visitor was Mr Flemming, Papa’s London lawyer.
He took my hands and spoke to me kindly.

‘My poor child. Your father was a very great man. But he
was not good at business.’

I knew that better than Mr Flemming, but I had to listen
politely while he told me that my father had only left me £ 87.

‘Well, well, my dear, we must see what can be done.” He
hesitated, and then said, ‘Would you like to come to stay with
us for a time?’

London! The place for things to happen.

@ astonished adj. ZHEMH



