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John Escott

John Escott has written many books for readers of all ages, and particularly
enjoys writing crime and mystery thrillers. He was born in the west of
England, but now lives on the South Coast. When he is not writing, he
visits second-hand bookshops, watches videos of old Hollywood movies,
and takes long walks along empty beaches. He has written Kidnap!, A

Pretty Face, and retold William Tell and Other Stories and White Fang.
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BEFORE READING

1 The stories in this book come from these countries.
Match the countries and pictures.

Britain
China
Hungary
Switzerland

the USA

2 There are six stories in this book. Which of the five countries do they come from?
a Tom Blood takes the king's jewels from the Tower of London. ........c.ccccoeeee.

Lord Bao lives in a country in ASia. ..o

Johnny Appleseed meets Abraham Lincoln. ...

William Tell lives in a country with lots of mountains. ............

Lady Godiva and Tom Blood come from the same country. ...

King Matthias lives in a country in the centre of Europe. ...
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@ William Tell lives near Lake Lucerne, in
Switzerland, with his young son, Carl.

@ Every day, in the town near Tell’s house, Baron Gessler makes everyone
bow to his hat. They are all afraid of him.
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n. a lot of water \'vith land round it

- 1

n. a nobleman
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© One day, Tell and his son go to the town. They walk past the Baron’s hat without
bowing. Just then, Gessler arrives.

@ ‘What’s this?’ ® ‘For this you must die, O Then Gessler
he says. ‘Bow Tell!” cries Gessler angrily. looks at the
to my hat, you But Tell is not afraid. apple in his
dogs!” hand, and
‘Never!” says smiles. “Wait ...
Tell. Shoot through
‘Take him!”’ this apple, my
shouts Gessler friend, and you
to his men. can live.’

‘All right,” says
Tell. .
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© ‘Take the boy to that tree and put the apple
on his head!” Baron Gessler tells his men, and

he laughs. Tell takes two arrows out, and gets
ready to shoot.

@ ‘You can do it,
Father!” shouts Carl.
‘Don’t be afraid.’

©® William Tell shoots one arrow at his son, and . . .

@ . . . it goes through
the apple and into
the tree!
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arrow  n. you shoot things with this
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© ‘Why have you got a new arrow
ready?’ asks an angry Gessler.
“To shoot you, Baron,” says Tell.

@ The Baron’s men take Tell to a
‘Take him to my castle!” Gessler boat on the lake.

tells his men angrily. ‘Run, Carl!” shouts Tell to his son.

© People
throw
things at
the Baron.
They aren’t
afraid of
him any
more.

@ When the boat is out on the lake, there’s a bad storm.
‘Let’s get Tell to help us!” shout the Baron’s men. ‘He’s good with boats.’
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© So Tell steers the boat. But soon
there are rocks in front of them!
‘What are you doing?” Gessler
shouts at him.

it hits the rocks.
Suddenly, Gessler and his men
are in the water!

© “You’re a dead man, William Tell!” shouts O Tell says nothing. He
the Baron angrily. ‘And every man, woman takes an arrow and shoots
and child in the town must die with you, Gessler. The Baron falls
too!’ into the lake — and

does not come up again.




oY

© @ TREREEMK. BETA, tNHARERTEA
] “UREFHA?" HHTH R, |

j © SREME LR, HUE - BRB MM EBET TR, I

| KA, BEFHA T T BEHTKE f;{
| @ UFEET MR BEBETHAME, "RENBkE |
b R — LT "

| @ BER—ETW, RH—XWHHERHE. BEAETH

! B WMEBHEE R, i

EmiaiCc

steer v. to move a bgat left or right
(A7), e

rouk n. when a boat hits these it can go down
®a

jump v. to move fast on your legs from one thing to a different thing
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fall v. to go down suddenly
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