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Introduction 1

NOTES

When Chinese students are asked about English reading, what might pop up in their |
minds is mostly reading for tests, that is, get the right answers for questions from the 4
choices supplied; when they are asked about writing, they would probably say that |
reciting some model essays or sentence patterns would suffice. So we can see that their
reading process and writing practice are often separated in their English learning.
However, reading and writing are actually interconnected. We read for information or
ideas writers intend to inform us of, we read for language writers convey their ideas with,
and we read for the analysis and reasoning that writers employ to get their ideas
organized and across. If we read for these multiple purposes, we will improve both
reading and writing. This is writing-oriented reading that the authors of this book }
advocate. We are not talking about getting the right answers to the comprehension
questions as quickly as possible for fear that some readers rely too heavily on the
technical skills rather than real comprehension, though improving test score is also one
of the byproducts of this type of critical reading.

In this reading process, information or ideas come first. Then it is the words,
phrases or sentences to be highlighted. Finally, take a look at the organization.

For information or ideas, readers need to take three key factors into their minds.
The first one is the topic, that is, what issue is being talked about. The second is the
participants who are involved in the discussion and what forces are at play in the
discussion. Of course, the author is always an important participant. Apart from the
author, there may be some other people, organizations, or countries whose interests are

affected in dealing with the issue or who are also independently studying the issue
concerned. Identifying these participants and forces at play will present us a clear picture
about what’s being talked about. The third factor is judgments (statements) made by
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different participants. Very often, these statements are reasons, justifications, beliefs,
worries, or excuses behind each participant’s position.

For language, readers, of course, can mark or underline any new words or phrases
as they often do. Anyway, reading is also supposed to build their vocabulary. Here they
are also expected to pay special attention to how these expressions are used. Another
group of language points worthy of attention is the use of synonymous expressions. In
writing, the author has to rely heavily on repetition to get his ideas across to the readers.
Repetition here is defined broadly, including reference, synonym, hypernym, hyponym
or expressions loosely related in meaning. A third group of language points deserving
attention are sentence patterns often employed by foreign writers. Also, attention should
be given to how complex sentences, a unique feature of English, are constructed in the
writing.

For organization, readers need to identify what ideas are conveyed in each
paragraph and what questions the author is trying to answer. How does the author start
his essay? How does he quote others’ research findings or words to support his view?
How does he refute others” arguments?

Let’s take a short passage as an example.

Cyberspace (™ 4 2 14]), data superhighways, multi-media — for

those who have seen the future, the linking of computers, television and

telephones, will change our lives forever. Yet for all the talk of a
forthcoming technological utopia (& 3£4[) little attention has been given to

the implications of these developments for the poor. As with all new high

technology, while the West concerns itself with the “how,” the question of
“for whom” is put aside once again.
Economists are only now realizing the full extent to which the

communications revolution has affected the world economy. Information

technology allows the extension of trade across geographical and industrial
boundaries, and transnational corporations take full advantage of it. Terms
of trade, exchange and interest rates and money movements are more
important than the production of goods. The electronic economy made
possible by information technology allows the haves to increase their
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control on global markets — with destructive impact on the have-nots.
For them the result is instability. Developing countries which rely on

the production of a small range of goods for export are made to feel like
small parts in the international economic machine. As “futures”( %) are B
traded on computer screens, developing countries simply have less and less

control of their destinies.

So what are the options for regaining control? One alternative is for ‘

developing countries to buy in the latest computers and telecommunications ‘
themselves — so-called “development communications” modernization. Yet

this leads to long-term dependency and perhaps permanent constraints on
developing countries’ economies.

Communications technology is generally exported from the U.S.,

Europe or Japan; the patents, skills and ability to manufacture remain in 1

the hands of a few industrialized countries:; it is also expensive, and

imported products and services must therefore be bought on credit — credit

usually provided by the very countries whose companies stand to gain. -
Furthermore, when new technology is introduced there is often too low

a level of expertise to exploit it for native development. This means that

while local elites, foreign communities and subsidiaries of transnational —

corporations may benefit, those lives that depend on access to the

information are denied it.

First, read for information and ideas. : .

Topic: Reading this essay, we find that the author is talking about information
technology and poor countries, or “implications of information technology for the poor.”

Participants: Participants of this talk and different forces at play are italicized and in
bold type. Of course, the author cannot be forgotten. Very easily, we find they mainly
fall into two different groups: the beneficiaries and victims of information technology.
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NOTES
Info tech benefits ... Info tech harms ...
The author (on | those who have seen the future, the poor,
the side of the West, developing countries,
o o poor countries) | the haves (with info tech), the have-nots (without info tech)
. | the U.S., Europe or Japan, them (have-nots) ,
Economists a few industrialized countries, those lives that depend on access to

(a clear picture | the very countries whose companies stand | the information
of info tech’s to gain,
— ‘ effect) local elites, foreign communities and

subsidiaries of transnational corporations

Statements:
Statements are mainly made by the author of this passage.

Rich countries benefit a lot from information technology. The underlined part details the
= —various benefits rich countries reap with communications technology. In this sense, they

are synonymous.

1. They take full advantage of information technology, which allow them more control

on global markets;

2. They control terms of trade, exchange and interest rates and money movements,
which are more important than the production of goods;
3. ...“futures” (3 1) are traded on computer screens:

4. Patents, skills and ability to manufacture remain in the hands of a few industrialized
ikl countries;
5. The credit on which poor countries buy technology is provided by the very countries
whose companies stand to gain.
6. Local elites, foreign communities and subsidiaries of transnational corporations may
benefit.

\ Developing countries, without info tech, suffer destructive effect. The underlined
part details the various negative effects poor countries suffer with the technology. In this
sense, they are synonymous.



Introduction 53

1. They rely on the production of a small range of goods for export and are made to
feel like small parts in the international economic machine;
2. Developing countries will have less control of their destinies and suffer instability.

3. Buying in telecommunications will place permanent constraints on developing ~
countries’ economies;

4. It (information technology) is also expensive, and imported products and services
must therefore be bought on credit; B

5. When new technology is introduced, there is often too low a level of expertise to =~
exploit it for native development.

6. ... those lives that depend on access to the information are denied it (benefit).

Second, read for language. ‘
Words and phrases

After reading, you can try testing your vocabulary building by translating the
following Chinese into English.

L BRI AR

2. MRS veeess —
3. R AR ARG HR SR 1S D -
4. V7 RSTE TR L | — :
5. e LI T i) .
6. 15 BB A B 5h T LS R MR =l 57 R o .
7. BEAT o
8. FoAP R

9. s BEAFHR M TLH

10. XA 15 BRI AR

1. IRAAALRERIIN B |

12. AR |

13. R, Bifk. A RRE D L
14, HARLEDBARIEE K F o |
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15. FIAFHA

16. EALAIRAH

17. FIRAR BEARRIGEAF 5

18. MRS, AN ARIBSE 2 W 4 LU &2 3
19. FRHA S IHLE

20. AR T RS BHLEHIA

These translations are not just intended to check your spelling. Instead, it is also

meant to check your command of words. If you have difficulty offering a right answer,
that may indicate that you haven’t commanded this language point. If your answer
 doesn’t agree with the answers below, you are supposed to compare them, find the
differences and decide which one is more idiomatic.

Now, you can check your translations against the answers below.
the implications of these developments for the poor

little attention has been given to ...

yet for all the talk of a forthcoming technological utopia

the West concerns itself with the “how”

the question of ... is put aside

,
1
& W g L3 D

Information technology allows the extension of trade across geographical and
industrial boundaries.

1

transnational corporations
8. take full advantage of ...

the electronic economy made possible by information technology
“““ 10. with (have) destructive impact on the have-nots
11. So what are the options for ... (regaining control)?

12. One alternative is ...

13. patents, skills and ability to manufacture

14.  remain in the hands of a few industrialized countries
15, new technology is introduced

‘ 16. alow level of expertise

i 17. exploit information technology for native development
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18. local elites, foreign communities and subsidiaries of transnational corporations
may benefit

19. access to the information

20. those lives that depend on access to the information

Synonymous expressions

Go back to read the essay again, and you will find some words are underlined. All
of these underlined words are related to information technology, a key element of the
topic.

Refer to the beneficiaries and victims of information technology, and you will find
some synonyms such as poor countries/developing countries/have-nots, or the
West/those who have seen the future/the haves/ the U.S., Europe or Japan/a few
industrialized countries/the very countries whose companies stand to gain.

Take a look at some broadly synonymous expressions showing the implications of
information technology on rich countries and poor countries. Those synonymous
expressions are underlined. (See Page 4-5)

Sentence patterns

1) Identifying a question to be addressed (what has been talked about and what has
not)

a. ... Yet for all the talk of a forthcoming technological utopia little attention has been

given to the implications of these developments for the poor.
b. As with all new high technology, while the West concerns itself with the “how,” the

question of “for whom” is put aside once again.

2) Indicating the effects resulting from a cause
a. Information technology allows the extension of trade across geographical and

industrial boundaries, and transnational corporations take full advantage of it.
b. The electronic economy made possible by information technology allows the haves to

increase their control on global markets — with destructive impact on the have-nots.

c. For them the result is instability.

1

NOTES
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| d. Yet this leads to long-term dependency and perhaps permanent constraints on

developing countries’ economies.

' 3) Indicating a possible solution to a problem and judging it

So what are the options for regaining control? One alternative is for developing

countries to buy in the latest computers and telecommunications themselves —
. ‘ so-called “development communications” modernization. Yet this leads to long-term
dependency and perhaps permanent constraints on developing countries’ economies.

4) Clarifying a statement

Furthermore, when new technology is introduced there is often too low a level of
expertise to exploit it for native development. This means that while local elites,
foreign communities and subsidiaries of transnational corporations may benefit,

SIS those lives that depend on access to the information are denied it.

] Joining simple sentences

=
' In reading the essay, we have encountered many complex sentence structures that we
\

may wish to employ in our own writing. Here are some simple sentences, and put them

| v 3 . .

; together with some conjunctive words or punctuations.
|

|

|

|

1) a. Cyberspace, data superhighways, multi-media, are, for those who have seen the
future the linking of computers, television and telephones.
b. They will change our lives forever.

2) a. The West concerns itself with the “how.”
b. All new high technology is treated the same way.
c. The question of “for whom” is put aside once again.

3) a. The electronic economy is made possible by information technology.
b. That economy allows the haves to increase their control on global markets.
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c¢. This will have destructive impact on the have-nots.

4) a. Developing countries rely on the production of a small range of goods for export.
b. They are made to feel like small parts in the international economic machine.

5) a. It (High technology) is also expensive.
b. Imported products and services must therefore be bought on credit.
c. The credit is usually provided by countries.
d. The companies of these countries stand to gain.

You may discover that joining them together now isn’t a simple task. Compare what you
have written with the answers below and work out what it is that builds the simple

sentences into a complex one.

1) Cyberspace, data superhighways, multi-media — for those who have seen the future,

the linking of computers, television and telephones, will change our lives forever.

2) As with all new high technology, while the West concerns itself with the “how,” the
question of “for whom” is put aside once again.

3) The electronic economy made possible by information technology allows the haves to

increase their control on global markets — with destructive impact on the have-nots.

4) Developing countries which rely on the production of a small range of goods for
export are made to feel like small parts in the international economic machine.

5) It is also expensive, and imported products and services must therefore be bought on

credit — credit usually provided by the very countries whose companies stand to gain.

In reading, we may find some expressions so typical that we may want to put them
into our own writing. Translation has proved to be a good practice. Please translate the
following into English.
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1) 28], e s A B B R 2 ko AR A B A
2) HEREWNZENBARGHFREHALD, ATERRDERIZEEAR K
X 3E 53 BE S RS o

3) WA LML A s AS—FE, TR HSGE BT, BT AT

T, WP RBEERE kT .

4) HfE BEOR R LT 2 G AR LE A BOR i [ K9 58 T 0 S xk i b
RO, T X S A 8 A 4 A A ) I 2 Sk 10 I
5) BFRAREEBIERIGIENE? — DIk A R 5K B OB R ) A

CEEER, XEETEN “REEERAR” KA.

Answer

1) Cyberspace, data superhighways, multi-media will change our lives forever.

2) Yet for all the talk of a forthcoming technological utopia little attention has been
given to the implications of these developments for the poor.

3) As with all new high technology, while the West concerns itself with the “how,” the
question of “for whom™ is put aside once again.

4) The electronic economy made possible by information technology allows the haves to
increase their control on global markets — with destructive impact on the have-nots.

5) So what are the options for regaining control? One alternative is for developing
countries to buy in the latest computers and telecommunications themselves —

| so-called “development communications’” modernization.

Third, read for organization.
When turning attention to the organization of the essay, readers need to identify what
ideas are conveyed in each paragraph and what questions the author is trying to answer.
How does the author start his essay? How does he quote others’ research findings or
words to support his view? How does he refute others’ arguments?

First, summarize the key message of each paragraph with a sentence.

Para 1: Despite much talk of information technology, the implications of it on poor



