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FOREWORD|
WHEN MUMMIES MEET THE JADE SUIT

I visited Royél Ontario Museum (ROM) in Canada for the first time in
April 2014, and was immediately fascinated by its beautiful architectural and

space design, attractive exhibitions and service, and its abundant collection.

The procedure for visitation was also very convenient. When Dr. Chen Shen,.

‘the'vice-director, opened the security entrance to every storeroom filled with

neatly-organized and well-preserved collections, I was so grateful and excited
that [ wish to share this great museum with other people.

Ontario became Jiangsu Province's twin province in as early as thirty

years ago. Thanks to that, I was able to sign a Memorandum of Friendship

and Cooperation with Director of Royal Ontario Museum William Thorsell in
Nanjing in 2008. Since then, Nanjing Museum has developed a long-lasting
cooperative relationship with ROM, and we plan to carry out cooperation and
offer assistance to each other regarding our development idea, travel exhibition,
joint research, staff training and gift design.

Several years later | got to visit Canada in person.

Upon entering the Egyptian storeroom of ROM, | was amazed by its

abundance and stricken by the mystery and significance of Ancient Egyptian »

culture. Ancient Egyptians respected the deceased and made their bodies into
mummies via sophisticated techniques. They painted the man-shaped coffin

colorful. They put lovely sculptures of cat, snake, frog and other animals into

~ the tomb to provide accompany to the deceased. The Pharaoh’s tomb reflects =~

- the charm of human civilization, and shows the importance people attach to

their deceased life.

This reminded me of: the many Han Dynasty royal mausoleums excavated
in Jiangsu Provinée. Valuable burial objects not only reveal that owners of
these mausoleums are remarkable figures in Chinese culture, but also embody
Chinese people’s spiritual pursuit such as “proper burial” “filial piety” and

“respect the deceased just like when they were alive”. A jade suit knitted with

- fine gold wire and a wooden coffin decorated with jade and colorful paint
= _ was discovered in Liu Fei's Mausoleums. Liu was King of Jiangdu Region.

) r‘églized:that despite all differences, China and Ancient Egypt shares some



common ideas regarding the deceased. We are two different ancient civilizations

locating in distant continents; Pharaohs and Chinese regional kings lived i‘n"
different historical times ,énd were buried not in similar customs. Their tombs
were built in sharply different ways, and decorated with patterns representing
different cultural meanings. However, the underlying philosophy regarding
death is quite similar. Both of us believe that the deceased should be buried
properly with respect, that fhey also need comfortable afterlife with loved ones
around, and that we should protect the body from decay. Ancient Egyptian and
Chinese tomb culture are so identical that we could imagine many compare
and contrast stories. Therefore I proposed to Dr. Chen Shen to make a joint
exhibition on Pharaohs and Chinese regional kings here in Nanjing, Jiangsu
Province. I named it “Stories of Pharaohs and Kings”. Fellow colleagues at
Royal Ontario Museum gave me firm support for this project.

We have spent two years for this exhibition. We set up a curator team,
gathered related papers and articles, prepared the display objects, designed
the form of exhibition, and compiled a catalogue with photographs. Finally,
the exhibition is to meet the public. This is a high-profile exhibition on human
civilization, not only beéause most valuable cultural relics are on display, but
also because it is a meaningful attempt to put Ancient Egyptian and Chinese
culture in the same space for audience to develop awareness for different
cultures. I hope the public will like it. Nanjing Museum is a public welfare
museum free of charge, and we wish to present highéquélity exhibitions, but itis
unreasonable to put too much financial pressure to the government. Therefore,
this exhibition relies not on government fundiﬁg but charges a reasonable fee
from visitors, as a creative attempt to produce more valuable projects to benefit
the spiritual and cultural life of citizens, In the future, Nanjing Museum will be
able to host more special exhibitions on human civilization and art.

I wish to express my gratitude to all staff and friends who worked
earnestly for this exhibition. We are committed to the mu’s.eum"'s" miséidn to

provide better cultural service to the public.

Gong Liang

: . i “ - Director, Nanjing Museum

Vice Director, Jiahg;u~Ptovincial Department of Culture
: Vice Chairman, Chinese Museums Association

July, 2016
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FOREWORD |l -

tinnsof art objects from ancient Egypt have long fascinated

‘qx’r_xf,"‘e‘x'll tﬁer the world. The Royal» Ontario Museum (ROM) IR

té;}riousé» one of the most important Egyptian collections in North
_cg'.: :'I:’I‘Je‘ origin of the collection 'date_s back to Charles T. Currelly, the 7
fmmder of our museum, who gxcay@ted in Egypt between 1903 and 19‘09; .T
2 T_h:e’rl‘{OM‘cominues its activities mthe Nile Valley to this day, supponing:‘;i &
ékcairations and conservation projécts 'inr}rEgyptr and the Sudan. We also_-'
- collaborate actively with other museums in organizing special exhibitions
devoted to various aspects of ancient Egyptlan civilization, such as Pharaohs - :
and Kings. : :
" The special réiétionship between the ROM and the Nanjing Museum has =

developed orver‘a‘l-’bng period of‘ tini,"e and the Pharaohs and Kings exhibition - ;
: représé‘nts'the culfnjﬁéﬁon of the éollaboration between our institu’tions.rThere-r :
are two particularly ﬁotable qualities of this exhibition: first, it presents many
objects from our Egyptian collection that i;a\?e ,nevef before been shown to -

-~ the public; and, second, it takes a unique, cémparétive approach to display by
' Vprés:xriting side-by-side works of art and culture drawn from both pharaon:ic.:"
: Egyptand imperial China. Thus, the exhibition offers both aestiletic pleasuréi
gnd‘educattc’mal value, allowing us to evaluate and compare various elements
ke oaneiént cultures | .

’bgtween Egypt and China have long intrigued the

: curatonal team at the ROM Our ﬁrst Chinese object was purchased by Currelly
in Calro in 1907 and, today, we house one of the finest collections of Chinese art
and archaeologlcal matenal in the world The ROM'’s commntment to research

and to understanding China’s rich hlstory and cxvnhzatlons continues with our

ongoing Chinese archaeologxcal project, started in 1997 by Dr. Chen Shen,
Senior Curator and Bishop White Chair of East Asian Art and Archaeology, -

who makes frequent visits to the Nanjing Museum as part of his research




endeavours. In 2008, and again in 2015, the ROM and the Nanjing Museum
entered the Membranda of Understanding to foster strategic exchange. With
this exhibition, we have further enhanced our collaborative efforts in the areas
of research, publication, training, and exhibition development.

We hope the audience at the Nanjing Museum will enjoy masterpieces of
ancient Egyptian art from the ROM's collection. As the new Director of the
ROM, 1 am delighted that my early tenure includes an obportunity to support
such a magnificent exhibition, a wonderful example of partnership between our
two great museums.

Warm 'cong;étulations to the Nanjing Museum on this successful

exhibition!

Josh Basseches
Director & CEO

Royal Ontario Museum
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