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Unit 1

An Overview of English Newspapers

1= Learning Objectives

A. Newspaper Profile
B. Basic Reading Skills

= An Overview of Newspapers

1. What Is “Newspaper” ?

A newspaper is a publication containing news, information, advertising, etc.
Newspapers fall into different types: general-interest newspapers often feature
articles on political events, crime, business, art, entertainment, society and
sports. Most traditional papers also feature an editorial page containing sections
that express the personal opinions of writers. Apart from that, generally

supplementary sections may contain advertising, comics, and coupons.

2. History of Newspaper
+» The earliest newspaper can date back to ancient Rome, which were
government announcement bulletins, and were made public by Julius
Caesar. They were carved in metal or stone and posted in public places.
**Modern newspapers, which are printed with movable type can date to the
beginning of the 17th century. The first English-language newspaper was
published in Amsterdam in 1620.
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3. Functions of Newspaper

Newspapers have 4 basic functions .

To inform: Newspapers help readers become informed citizens and make
better decisions by providing lots of facts. Hard news stories, vital
statistics, weather, sports stories and scores, and event calendars are
examples of items that help inform readers.

++To interpret the news. Some newspaper articles help interpret, or explain,
the meaning of news to readers. These stories often include the opinion of
the writer or newspaper management. Editorials, opinion columns, news
analysis, and reviews are some examples.

+To provide a service to readers; Newspaper stories provide information that

helps readers solve their business, home, recreation, and daily living
problems. Ads assist in informing readers about products and services. Hard
news stories, feature stories, classified ads, and display ads are items that
provide a service.

< To entertain. Some items in the newspaper are designed to amuse or
provide enjoyment to readers. Feature stories, comics, puzzles, and humor

columns are entertainment items.

4. Categories of Newspaper

There are several categories of newspapers: Daily paper; Weekly paper;
Sunday paper/supplement ; National paper or Local paper; Online paper.

Daily paper—issued every day, sometimes with the exception of Sundays and
some national holidays. Saturday and, where they exist, Sunday editions of daily
newspapers tend to be larger, include more specialized sections and advertising
inserts, and cost more.

Most daily newspapers are published in the morning. Afternoon or evening

papers are aimed more at commuters and office workers.

Weekly paper—usually issued once a week, and tend to be smaller than daily
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papers.
In some cases, there also are newspapers that are published twice or three
times a week. In the United States, such newspapers are generally still classified as

weeklies.

Sunday paper—only issued on Sundays, their sizes are larger than those of
daily newspapers, and often have 2 or 3 sections.

Usually Sunday newspapers are supplements ( 3 H] ) of some daily papers,
which are usually issued from Monday to Saturday, and frequently contain full-page
color advertisements of different kinds.

National paper—ocirculates throughout the whole country and most nations
have at least one national newspaper, but a local newspaper just serves a city or a
region.

< In the UK, there are numerous national newspapers, including The

Independent, The Times, The Daily Telegraph, The Guardian, The
Observer, The Daily Mail, The Sun, The Daily Express and The Daily
Mirror.

+ In the United States and Canada, there are few national newspapers. Almost

every market has one or two newspapers that dominate the area.

+ Certain newspapers, notably The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal

and USA Today in the US, and The Globe and Mail and The National Post
in Canada are available throughout the country.

Online paper—with the introduction of the Internet, Web-based “newspapers”
have also started to be produced as online-only publications. And virtually all

printed newspapers have online editions.

Major American Newspapers

America boosts its press and publication industry, many of its newspapers sell

3
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well both at home and abroad. The most famous presses include: The New York
Times ( (ALY ) ; The Washington Post ( (*EJEHMEHR) ) ; Los Angeles Times
(CIBFZULEEARY ) ; The Wall Street Jowrnal ((H#/R#E5HIR) ) ; USA Today ({4 HE
[E)); The Christian Science Monitor ( {FEEHFI#EFR) ), and the like.

The New York Times

The New York Times is an American daily newspaper founded in 1851 and
published in New York City, circulated nationally. Its motto, as printed in the
upper left-hand corner of the front page, is “ All the News That's Fit to Print”. The
New York Times is especially well-known for its general reporting ( news, politics,

business, arts, science, and sports) and international coverage.

The Washington Post

The Washington Post, founded in 1877, is Washington, D.C.’s largest and
oldest newspaper which lays stresses on national politics, especially political
reporting on the workings of the White House, Congress, and other aspects of the
U.S. government, thus offering a good source to study American foreign and

national political policies.

Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles Times is An American daily newspaper published in Los Angeles,
California, since 1881. It is the most 'mﬂuenﬁal and popular daily newspaper in the
west of America and a leading source of news on Southern California,
entertainment, movies, television, music, politics, business, health,

technology, etc.

The Wall Street Journal
The Wall Street Journal, having the largest circulation among any newspaper
in the U. S. , is an English-language international daily newspaper published by

Dow Jones Company, since 1889. Its main rival in the business newspaper sector is
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the London-based Financial Times, and it primarily covers U. S. and international

business, and financial news and issues.

USA Today

USA Today is a national American daily newspaper founded in 1982. It is
prominent in that it is the only colorful national daily paper, and its motto is “The
Nation's Newspaper” , appearing on the top and bottom levels. USA Today attaches
importance to national focus; it is well-known for its national polls on public

sentiment.

Major British Newspapers

Britain as one of the leading countries is invariably known for its press. The
most popular ones are: The Times ({#EHE+)) ; The Daily Telegraph ({45 HH
RAR) ) ; The Guardian ({ BAR)) ; Financial Times ({&RBHR) ) ; The Sun (K
FHAR) ) ; The Observer ((MEEZHM) ) ; The Daily Mail ({5 HIERHL)) ; The Mirror
({BEAR)) , ete.

The Times
The Times is a daily national newspaper published in the U.K. since 1785. As a
moderately center-right newspaper and a supporter of the Conservatives, it is

always regarded as the most influential and authoritative paper in the UK.

The Daily Telegraph

The Daily Telegraph founded in 1855, is a daily morning newspaper distributed
throughout the U. K. and internationally, It puts its emphasis on the report of
international news, which takes up 1/3 of the whole paper. It is politically

conservative in modern times.

The Guardian
The Guardian which has gained its reputation as “an organ of the middle
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class” is a British national daily newspaper founded in 1821. The Guardian is
especially known for its center-left political stance, a supporter of Liberals, and an

advocate of social reform.

Financial Times

Financtal Times whose primary rival is New York city-based The Wall Street
Journal is a British morning daily newspaper, specializing in business and financial
news. It is the only paper in the UK providing full daily reports on the London Stock

Exchange and world markets.

= Reading Skills and Strategies

Skimming & Scanning ( %25 F4E)

Skimming: To read as fast as possible to quickly get the outline or the main
idea of your reading material. It can be applied to browse the pages, sections,
columns, general content, gist of breaking news and so on in newspapers.

Scanning: To read as fast as possible to quickly get the information you need.
It is mainly employed to read the headlines, key words, some specific information,

etc., from the newspapers.

Reading in Depth ( % []{5%)

Reading in depth: This reading skill is used to read newspaper articles
intensively and thoroughly, which can help readers learn more latest and popular
words, thus better understand the articles which are culture specific; meanwhile ,
in-depth reading can greatly contribute to output, readers are supposed to use what

they have acquired from the newspapers in practice.

Assignment; Read some English newspapers and focus on one of those



Unit 1  An Overview of English Newspapers | 7

articles, then fill out the following chart with the information from the article.

Newspaper Article Report

Title -

Name 3

Source :

Date .

Content/Overview ( what happened)

Key People (who was involved)

Location ( where it happened)

Timing ( when it happened )

Background ( why and how it happened)

Opinion ( what you think about the story)

New Vocabulary from Your Article

Words/Phrases Meaning

Example

1.

2.
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Economy

= Learning Objectives

A. Vocabulary Building

Economics is closed related to our daily life, so when reading newspapers
articles about business should be attached great importance to. In this section,
students are supposed to get familiar with the following words and expressions
before they read the text.

apprentice Brexit loom exempt
SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises) ingrain bolt
mock capitalize on venture pinpoint

B. General Knowledge on National Apprenticeship Week

After Britain’s exit from the EU, there is a huge national skills shortage for
small and medium-sized enterprises. Thus, the British government initiates National
Apprenticeship Week, which aims to bring the positive impact on UK economy.

C. Reading Skill; Skimming

= Warm-up Exercises

Section A Multiple Choice Questions



