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Preface

Frank Cao, Secretary-General of the Global Alliance of SMEs (GASME),
is my China Affairs Advisor. It is a great pleasure for me to write this preface
for his upcoming book With the Leaders.

Despite the relatively short one and a half years since I first met Frank, he
has deeply impressed me. Frank works from his Shanghai office for more than
12 hours a day, from noon until midnight, and sometimes stays even later. His
schedule overlaps with my working hours in Germany, which makes it quite
convenient for myself or my assistant to keep in touch with Frank. With the
mission of building a global SME collaboration platform, Frank has worked
hard every day for more than 10 years, despite difficulties and challenges, and
has made GASME a globally acknowledged organization. On November 22nd
of 2012, GASME was granted the Consultative Status with the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).

Frank is an outstanding citizen diplomat. He believes that to build a global
SME collaboration platform, it is essential for SMEs to work together, with
the support of world political, business, and academic leaders. Frank has thus
traveled around the world and built friendships with such leaders. Frank’s
initiative, the World Leader Speakers Group, engages dozens of former heads
of state, prime ministers, and premiers. He has led delegations of Chinese
entrepreneurs to many countries. In Washington D.C., USA, Frank discussed
important American-Chinese economic issues with US congressman Mr.
Kevin Brady. In Diisseldorf, Germany, he discussed how to promote Chinese
entrepreneurs’ investment in Germany with Mr. Garrelt Duin, Governor of
Nordrhein-Westfalen and Minister of Economic Affairs. In Paris, France, he
explored how to accelerate the implementation of the Chinese-French SME
Cooperation Plan with Mr. Jean-Pierre Raffarin, Former Prime Minister of
France. In Sao Paulo, Brazil, he discussed the issues regarding China-Brazil
enterprise cooperation with Mr. Farid Murad, President of the Sao Paulo
Chamber of Commerce. In Seoul, South Korea, Frank looked into how to
better facilitate Chinese and Korean enterprises’ growth into new markets with
Mr. Hong Soon Jick, Chairman of the International Trade Commission of the
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy in South Korea. This book will enable
its readers to learn more about Frank, an outstanding citizen diplomat who
spares no efforts to promote the global development of SMEs.



=]

(8

P ‘f \ ’@ Lo
WITH THE LEADERS {' I"] {r

Frank is also an exceptional social activist. He is an experienced
professional event planner and organizer, working to promote SMEs’
international cooperation. Under his leadership, GASME has organized
several high-level international conferences, including the Global
SMEs Summit, China’s SMEs Global Development Forum, Global
Forum for Fortune 500 and SME Cooperation and Global New
Fortune Forum. The World Manufacturing Convention, designed and
developed by Frank, is poised for launch. In addition to these high-
level international conferences, he actively promotes bilateral and
multilateral cooperation among SMEs worldwide. Currently, the
“SME Global EZPath Program”, 1000 China-US SMEs Partnership
Program™, *“1000 China-EU SMEs Partnership Program™ and *1000
China-Africa SMEs Partnership Program™ are being implemented. This
book will allow its readers to get a better understanding of the series of
events and activities GASME has held, as well as the unique role that
GASME has played in promoting global SME cooperation and the
development of the world economy.

Frank is the chief architect of the Global Alliance of Business
Organizations (GABO). He proposed to set up GABO to promote an
innovative, invigorated, interconnected, and inclusive global economy,
as put forward at the G20 Hangzhou Summit, and to empower and
enable business organizations around the world. The mission is to link
the millions of chambers of commerce and business organizations
across more than 200 countries and regions. This is a great, yet



challenging mission, which will surely benefit the international community.
Partnership is the most valuable treasure in the world; it is also the shared
resource that all countries can make use of to better address global challenges.
I am firmly convinced that with the support from world leaders, the business
organizations and chambers of commerce around the world will take the
initiative to build a greater future for all.

With global economic integration and the Belt and Road initiative, Chinese
enterprises now have unprecedented opportunities for global development. In
order to help Chinese enterprises address their challenges in obtaining effective
information and international financing, as well as to help them reduce
systematic risks and fulfill their potential as global business leaders, Frank
has proposed to set up the GASME Center for World Economic Studies and
the Institute for Global Business Leadership. The GASME Center for World
Economic Studies has launched a series of public service.goods providing
guidance for Chinese enterprises going global, including White Paper on
Global SMEs Development and White Paper on Business Opportunities and
Investment Risks Along the Belt and Road. The Institute for Global Business
Leadership invites political, business, and academic leaders around the
world to help develop the next generation of business leaders. The Institute’s
programs allow participants to have the opportunity to explore their leadership
potential and receive professional training from global leaders and experts.
Frank carefully documents the secrets of success, global visions, and strategic
thinking of world leaders, as well as his own inspirations, and shares them
with entrepreneurs through his personal WeChat and GASME official WeChat
platform. He is an outstanding envoy for intercultural communication.

With the Leaders has compiled over 70 articles on Frank’s experiences
and inspirations from his exchanges with more than 70 world leaders. In this
book, you will find secrets to the success of these leaders, their outlook on
key economic issues, answers to questions from Chinese enterprises regarding
overseas expansions, and interpretations on the challenges of cross-cultural
communication. These informative articles provide many original ideas and
insights on the global development of Chinese enterprises, which will surely
benefit not only Chinese entrepreneurs, but also those in other fields.

Christian Wulff
Global Chairman, Global Alliance of SMEs
Former President of Germany
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