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| Introduction

Mention Denmark to most people, and they will
think of Viking raiders with horned helmets, looting'
and pillaging” their way across Europe. Others may
think of one of Denmark’s more famous exports —
Carlsherg beer’, or the fairy tales of Hans Christian
Andersen. But of the Danes themselves they will

- probably know very little. While there seems to be

a cultural stereotype of the Swedes — oversexed”,
liberal, and speaking with a funny accent — there isn’t
one of the Danes. As a result our image of Denmark
and the Danes seems to be based largely on what we
know of the Swedes. The Danes seem to have become
lost in a general Scandinavian® cultural snapshot,
rather like a little boy at the back of the crowd in a
wedding photograph.

One of the purposes of this book is to set the

- record straight — to help show the visitor to Denmark
that there indeed is a difference between the Danes
and their better-known Scandinavian cousins on the
other side of the @resund®. This is a book for people

Z {4 (Hans Christian Andersen, 1805-1875)




about people. It aspires to give you an insight into
who the Danes really are, and what makes them tick'.
It will inform you about their history and geography,
and of the roles these have played in forming the
Danish national character. It will reveal what is
behind the way that Danes behave in their daily lives.
You will be introduced to the Danish idea of Jante?,
and its significance in modern Danish society.

You will gain an insider’s perspective on Danish
family life and the Danish home. You will also see
how a little knowledge of Danish attitudes and
values can help in meeting and doing business with
the Danes. Not only will you learn something of the
way in which Danish business works, but there are
also many practical tips on how to conduct yourself
and what to expect in different situations.

This talented, industrious people have made
important contributions to European and world
culture. They have created a social model that has
been the envy of some and is an example to many,
and are justifiably proud of their achievements. It is
hoped that, armed with this guide, you will be able
to avoid some of the social and cultural pitfalls® that
foreign visitors are bound to encounter, and that you
will get to know and appreciate the Danish people
more deeply. While the Danes may be difficult to get
to know, they are a friendly, fair-minded*, and civilized

people who are most certainly worth knowing.
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Key Facﬁtsh

Official Name The Kingdom of Denmark Danish: Kongeriget Danmark

Kehenhavn
Caplial Gy (Copenhagen)

Main Cities Copenhagen, Odense, Arhus, MN@.

| Eshjerg
54.02% arable land, 0.19% permanent
Area 16,639 sq. miles (43,094 sq. km) crops, 45.79% other
Temperate; humid and overcast; mild,
‘ Climate windy winters and cool summers.
| Danish krone (pl, kroner). Though Denmark refused to join the
Currency In 2016, Dkk 6.5770 = 1 USD Eurozone,the Danish krone remains
1 Dkk 9.4900 = 1 6BP. pegged to the Euro.
‘ Population 5,699,220 Average life expectancy is 77.62 years.

Ethnic Makeup Scandinavian (95%) Invit, Faroese, German, Turkish, Iranian,

Somali (5%)
|
The average number of children per
‘ Famity Mok family is 1.74.
Danish. English has been taught in German and French are taught as third

schools for the past 50 years. languages.




