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Preface

Professor Jidong Wei’s monograph Rhetoric of Information was
completed after seven years’ endeavor. I feel lucky and honored to be invited
by Professor Wei to write a preface to this book which, as far as I know in
nowadays’ related academic circles, comes as the first to scrutinize both
semantic and structural information status of all rhetorical levels.

The year before last, I got to know Professor Wei when I delivered
lectures in Zhengzhou University. In the following year, he came to the
University of Texas at Austin as advanced visiting scholar majoring in rhetoric
and communication under my supervision. Through the years’ academic
interactions with Doctor Wei, I know that he has made quite conspicuous
achievements along this research direction. He has hosted every type of project
from the school level to nation level and published series of articles in the
country’s core journals. His first monograph Textual Metaphor published by
Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press signifies his scholarly landmark
in the pursuit of his specialty.

With the key idea “information of negative entropic flux” threading
through the whole book, the writer aims to investigate the rhetorical
information generation of all levels of linguistic units from the smallest
morpheme unit to the biggest text unit. The research studies the rhetorical
information in sounds, structures, meanings, images and contexts as well
as their didactical application. Among the many interdisciplinary research
methods used in this book, the theory of information entropy, the dissipative
structure theory, and rhetorical structure theory serve as three metatheories
to investigate the interrelationships between structural variance and
entropic change. In the process of the operation and analysis, the ensuing
points advanced by the writer seem both fresh and insightful, including the
four transformative processes of figures of speech, the four constructive
principles of semantic figures and the four links of structural figures, the three
information points disclosed for the rhetorical structures at the level of clause,
the reduction of five types of models generating rhetorical clause complex, the
eight criteria distinguishing ambiguous figures of speech and the five types of
mental consciousness influencing information distribution. In terms of textual



construction of the figures of speech, some common figures such as metaphor,
metonymy, parallelism, end rhyme, anadiplosis, climax and so on are explored
to reveal their characteristics, functions and textualities.

Generally speaking, two main developing trends are embodied in the
present study on the rhetorical structure theory (RST) : in theory, some
new fields in RST are constantly exploited, with its research foci taking
on the disciplinary independence on the one hand and the interdisciplinary
cooperation based on the ontological RST on the other; in practice, the existing
achievements of RST will be continually applied into the textual analyses
of all types, especially into machine translation to resolve the problems
of how to recognize rhetorical semantic information. Likewise, Professor
Wei’s work, oriented on the contribution to the formation of complete and
systematic rhetorical theory constructing texts, investigated all levels of
linguistic hierarchy practically. Methodologically, the theories adopted in this
work can revitalize the traditional RST significantly by means of dissipative
structure theory in combination with the revelation of the evolving processes
of negative information flux from generative figures. Also, the attributes
possessed by this project can supply theoretical guidance to recognizing
figurative means in machine translation. Last but not least, with the organic
combination of constructivist and deconstructivist methods, the analyses of
all types of rhetorical structures, specifically, its analyses on inter-sentential
relations, can make rhetoric break through the traditional constraints to form a
comprehensive theory of rhetoric concerning interdisciplinary knowledge.

May Professor Wei’s academic work advance smoothly and favorably,
and his research flowers bloom exuberantly in the future.

Barry Brummett

Charles Sapp Centennial Professor in Communication
Department of Communication Studies Chair

The University of Texas at Austin

June 25, 2016
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