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Preface

Eighty years ago, the Commission for the Preservation of Cultural Objects of the Old
Capital, which the Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage (CACH) was based on, was established
under such a clouded and tense circumstance due to the war. Today, we are going to hold the
commemorative activity under the bright sunshine. Eighty years have passed, and China has
seen great changes in a variety of fields, including politics, economy, society and culture, which
cannot be summarized with just an exclamation for the vicissitudes of time. We have several major
changes and adjustments in cultural relic protection concepts, systems, types and scopes, concept
and value recognition as well as technical intervention measures and methods, which can actually
be vividly and specifically reflected in the history of the CACH and even in the six times of
renaming of the institution.

As the first cultural relic protection institution set up and administrated by the central
government of the new China, the CACH had made a great number of achievements before the
Great Cultural Revolution. It established the demonstration mode for survey, maintenance and
other operations concerning ancient architectures and grottoes. It created the relocation protection
techniques for the Yongle Temple Ancient Architectural Complex. It launched a plenty of projects
for the protection of state priority protected sites, such as the maintenance of the large-scale ancient
architectures at the Longxing Temple (Hebei), the emergency reinforcement of the Yungang
Grottoes, the repair and restoration of the Anji Bridge (Hebei), and the protection and mural
restoration for the Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang. It also held series of training activities on ancient
Chinese architectures and cultivated a great number of cadres for the cultural relic protection of
China.

Since the beginning of the reform and opening-up of China, the CACH has been mainly
engaged in the projects for state priority protection sites, and has put the working mode featuring
integration of survey, design and engineering for cultural relic protection into further practice
by undertaking the protection and maintenance of the Zhaoling Mausoleum of Ming Tombs in
Beijing and other projects. It took charged the Phase I and Phase II projects for the protection and
maintenance of the Potala Palace in Tibet, which were projects that are unprecedentedly in China’s
cultural relic protection history whether in terms of scale or investment. Moreover, the CACH

has taken a lead nationwide to expand the science and technology application for protection of
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murals, colored paintings and stone cultural relics by accurately meeting related technological
requirements for various projects and practices. This has promoted significant practices of China’s
cultural relic protection under the background of reform and opening-up as well as modern science
and technology development.

In recent ten years, the CACH has been setting the research on cultural relic protection as
a fundamental task. Under the leadership and support of the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage, it has been following the basic research principles of “meeting actual demands and
making breakthroughs in major fields” to organize and carry out research activities and explore
and establish the application-oriented research mode featuring “research led by subjects originated
from projects and based on actual practices and demands for cultural relic protection™ to fulfill the
goal to solve problems encountered during the cultural relic protection and development practices.
Step by step, it has established a public-benefit research system with effective combination of
cultural relic value recognition, protection technology research, development and application,
technical training and promotion. With that, it has trained a number of excellent professionals
engaged in research and fostered an innovative team. Increasingly, it is becoming an application-
based and innovative comprehensive research institution boasting integrated academic research
and project implementation. the CACH has done a good pioneer job in a wide range of fields,
including world cultural heritage monitoring and preparation of world heritage nomination
documents, research on large-scale linear protection of cultural heritage, monitoring of large
ancient architectures and structures, protection of murals in tombs under humid environment, stone
cultural relic protection, protection of gilded colored paintings and rock arts under southern humid
environment, protection of marine cultural relics and heritage site protection, management and
presentation. These achievements enable the CACH to have obvious advantages and play a leading
role in these fields. During the 12" Five-Year Plan period, the CACH took a lead to join the efforts
of the cultural relic policy and theory research and archaeological research teams in the heritage
and museum systems to carry out application-oriented comprehensive policy and theory studies,
which have led to a variety of research results with high academic quality, such as the Research
Report on the Legal System for Cultural Relics, the Cultural Relic Protection Research: Focuses
2012 and the Follow-Up Research on Large-scale Heritage Site Protection. The role of the CACH
as a think tank for research on cultural relic protection policies and theories has been embodied.

We can predict that, in the future, there will be a new track for our cultural relic protection
following the joint effect of many influencing factors, such as the increasing enrichment and
complexity of the research objects, more social attention and expectations, application of numerous
information sources in the era of big data, and more domestic and international production,
academic and research institutions entering the field of cultural heritage. To adapt to it, first,

we should acknowledge that cultural heritage protection research is not only about whether the



cultural relics themselves are being effectively protected or whether protection scope is properly
defined. but also about how to make systematic research on the cultural relics and identify the
authenticity, integrity and scientific nature of their values under the historical, geographical and
cultural backgrounds with the aims to protect and inherit excellent traditional Chinese culture.
Second, with fast raised demands of the public for high-level cultural travels and art appreciation
and increasingly improved efficient and convenient ways for information access in the society, it
is necessary to adopt working and presentation modes with profound interpretation of history and
high consistency with modern expression characteristics. Third, concerning that many domestic
and international institutions with specialized and disciplinary advantages will enter the field. it
is an urgent need to establish good cooperation platforms and clarify the working relationships
and roles so that joint efforts will be made to improve the innovation ability for cultural heritage
protection and lay a solid foundation for improvement of core competitiveness.

Considering the national development requirements and the overall work of the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage, what should we do to develop new concepts, expand new
space, release new energy and provide more excellent services? Deep understanding of the
connotations of the requirements and allowing innovation to be a driving force should be the
key for strategic decision making. First, specialty and discipline introduction is very important.
To follow the development trend of the national cultural relic programs, it is an urgent need to
give equal consideration to scale and efficiency. The CACH has been a forerunner and leader in
the development of new concepts, technologies and materials for cultural heritage protection.
It has been closely following the national development trend based on a good understanding
of the requirements for related operations and technologies. In the future, the CACH will lay
the emphasis on transforming these requirements into requirements for research, which can be
translated into requirements for specialties and disciplines, to effectively cooperate with related
institutions and lay a good foundation for the development of the discipline of cultural heritage.
What’s more, cultural heritage is an open system. Therefore, the application-oriented research
innovation strategy should focus on integrated innovation. What’s more important than introduction
of cutting-edge research concepts and technologies is to make research on the system integration,
operability, economic rationality and social acceptability in practice. Attention should be paid not
only to the advanced and cutting-edge position of the research findings but also to the maturity and
application effects of the research findings. A good job should be done for availability, analysis,
identification and application of various kinds of data to improve the understanding of the cultural
heritage system and the quantitative analysis ability.

Innovation comes from opening-up and exchange. The readers are expected to, from
the Commemorarion for the 80" Anniversary of the Establishment of the Commission for the

Preservation of Cultural Objects of the Old Capital: Proceedings of International Seminar on
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Cultural Heritage Protection Concepts and Technologies, feel the CACH spirit pursuing for
“diligence, prudence and practice as well as integration of research and practice”, know more
about the exchange and cooperation between the CACH and domestic and foreign groups and
individuals concerning about cultural heritage, and see that the CACH has been working hard to

become a national top-class and world leading cultural heritage research institution.

Liu Shuguang
March 10, 2016
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