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Abstract

Similar to what had occurred in the western countries during the course of industrialization and
modernization in the mid-19" Century, China today is undergoing a striking social change along
with the impressive magnitude of economic growth and the overwhelming storm of urbanization.
As the fast-paced urbanization has substantially modified China’s built environment in
which architecture shall be the first subject to be examined. Adopting typological study as a
methodology, this book is a research on Chinese contemporary urban architecture and urban
design, with a focus on building projects that completed since 2001.

All building types — skyscraper, grand theater, shopping mall, commercial housing, art zone, “urban
village” and university town - that discussed here are representations of the current dynamics in
Chinese cities. They were either freshly introduced into China by the end of the 20" century or
auto-generated under China’s own circumstances. These new types of buildings quickly diffused
into all major cities in the new millennium. Some of them are the most popular development in the
market and simply phenomenal or somehow controversial in terms of scale, volume and cost of
construction. Some may create new prototypes or new life styles for China and even for the world.
In addition to outlining a general feature of urban development in the past 15 years, the authors
also provide close-up observations and in-depth analyses, criticisms and reflections on Chinese
architecture and urbanism in the context of globalization and commercialization.

Through reading China’s unique urbanism, readers can get a glimpse of China’s immense urban
construction in the 21 century, with which no other country in the history could be compared. It
is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the contemporary China.
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Contents

Part I: New Urban Images
Chapter 01 The Sky’s the Limit: Skyscrapers,
CBDs and City Skylines

Li Lin

From horizontal expansion to vertical
development, the image of Chinese cities has
been changed drastically in the last 15 years.
As high-rise office buildings are rapidly and
increasingly under construction, the Central
Business District (CBD) becomes a new
city skyline that dominates in every city. For
example, in 1990 the number of buildings over
200 meters in height was only 5, but in 2012
it had ascended to 249. Today the highest
skyscraper in China is the 632-meter Shanghai
Tower. This chapter reviews the transformation
of city skylines in some major cities such as
Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou and Shenzhen,
and discusses the so-called “Manhattan
Obsession” which actually reflects the limited
vision of “International City” conceived by local
city planners, and the speculation heated up
by real estate developers. The author argued
that such transformation was an indication of
social and cultural changes in which Chinese
people began to accept, recognize and pursue

wealth and capital.

Chapter 02 From the “People’s” to the
“Civic": Plazas, Parks and City
Centers
Li Lin
Community center is the heart of a city.
Recently provisions of new civic cores
close to or bigger than Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square in size have been Eye-opening
large-scale constructions that spread into
many new urban zones around the country.
With reference to the orthodox axial
organization and symmetrical composition,
they are usually planned and programmed
with huge public parks, plazas, art and
cultural facilities, shopping malls and
CBD office towers. In those centers,
natural element such as green landscape
becomes a major design consideration for
public amusement, in which it redefines
the concept of public space in China.
Although most of the new cores lack of
self-identity especially in the context of
local characteristics and history, they are
regarded as signals to understand how
Chinese cities have transcended political
stereotype and made a move from the

‘people’s " to the “civic”.



Chapter03 The Jewel in the Crown: The
Heat of Grand Theaters

Kue Qiul, Xino Yingho

In China, for a long time the design of theaters
mostly has been no difference from a normal
auditorium. By entering the new millennium,
many cities began to launch megaprojects of
cultural center in order to create a dynamic
cityscape and to manifest self-identity.
Those new cultural centers are usually
planned according to the so-called “4-pieces-
anchorage” pattern: the integration of a Grand
Theatre, a Library, a Museum, and a Gallery

or a Children’s Palace.

Funded by trillions of dollars, the spectacular
Grand Theatre—the jewel in the crown-is
widely considered as a symbol of high culture
by the mass media. This chapter attempts
to analyze the architectural characteristics
of these Grand Theatres — their design
languages and their design solutions in
relationship to the urban context. Three
Grand Theatres in China’s second-tier cities-
Zhengzhou, Taiyuan and Chongging- are
being studied. Since 1998 more than 160
“Grand Theatres” have been constructed
together with other cultural facilities. The

authors found that the objective to build a

Grand Theatre was to upgrade and showcase
the city rather than to promote performing arts.
Such phenomenon certainly is an epitome
of the Chinese “great-leap-forward” in urban

development.

Part lI: New Urban Lifestyle

Chapter04 The Utopia of Consumption:
Shopping Malls

Zang Peng

It was not until 1996 China just opened its
first shopping mall —-TEEMALL-in Guangzhou,
but from 2013 to 2015 there were 300 new
shopping malls opening each year. Shopping
malls are especially favored by real estate
developers, being able to provide a full range
of shopping and recreational services under
one roof, and today the total number of malls
has accumulated to 4,000 nationwide. This
chapter analyzes 3 cases of shopping mall
design- Taikoo Hui Guangzhou, Raffles City
Chengdu and Global Center Chengdu- one
values “green” environment, one goes to
“superstar” architect for projecting a flagship
retail icon, one bets on “big box”. According
to the author, the success of a shopping mall

is often reflected in the careful treatment of



architectural space outside the shops, turning
social values into profits. If shopping mall is a
paradise of consumption, then the question of
how to create spaces that being able to attract
consumers is ultimately about the ontology of

architecture- a search of the sense of place.

Chapter 05 The Sense of Community: New
Housing Estates

Liu Xin

The transformation of China's economy
and the ensuring privatization of housing
stock have led to a dramatic reconstruction
over the last 30 years, which has resulted
in a substantial reconfiguration of spatial
structures and communities. One outcome
of the development is the emergence of
various types of new communities in China.
In this background, the study first explores
the conceptual difference between new
communities and dwelling districts, and
then adopts a most appropriate definition
of new communities to conduct a further
research. Based on the conceptual analysis,
three critical factors are then examined and
identified to help gain a better understanding
of new communities, which are open,
continuity and composite. In order to test how

three factors manifested in real-life projects,

a case study of three new residential
communities is following up. From the case
study we can see, large-scale communities
are usually accompanied with a lack of
public facilities and services, for example
Jianshazhou Affordable Housing Community
in Guangzhou. However, most of the times,
the emergence of new communities has been
playing an important role in reconfiguring
urban spaces and also changing urban
lifestyle in China, for example Beijing Jianwai

Soho and Shanghai Green City International.

Part lll: The Creativity of Heritage
Revitalization & Urban Renewal

Chapter 06 Awakening Space & Activating
History: Embodied Experience in
Guangzhou’s Two Museums of
the Nanyue Kingdom Ruins

ﬂfnj Guanﬂﬁui, Jia Min

The relationship between architecture

and its circumstance has long been an

intriguing issue that attracts a considerable
number of interpretations. This chapter is
an examination of the role of the body in
experiencing the interplay between buildings

and their settings from the point of view of



architectural phenomenology. To interpret
this topic, we investigated the Museum of the
Nanyue King's Mausoleum and the Museum
of the Nanyue Kingdom Palace, inasmuch as
the two archaeological projects built in the
city of Guangzhou demonstrated a joint effort
to articulate the sites and to give them new
meanings. These implications that architects
endeavored to convey manifested in the way
in which the two architectural interventions
revealed the world that would have remained
latent had they not been discovered. It argues
that the two museums created a peculiar
space that awakened both the dormant sites
and the cultural consciousness of visitors.
Within this space, the embodied experience
played an intermediary role in linking the gap
between the physical circumstances and the

individuals’ mind.

Chapter 07 Beyond the Romantic Gaze: Art
Village, Urban Regeneration and
Architectural Ecology after the
First Decade of Creative Industry

Xiao Jing

This chapter tends to examine the changing

relationship between the art industry and

architectural design since 1999. Drawing

theoretical basis from creative industry, it

suggests that new architectural ecology
which takes forms of biennial, exhibition,
art village renovation and swarm design
should not simply be understood as
product of cultural consumption but of
interdisciplinary grafting. Architecture of
urban redevelopment and conversion
confronts with superficial needs of mass
consumption and commercialization which
deliver untruthful scenes and aultural
semantic interpretation. The construction
of art villages and cultural parks since the
beginning of the new millennium vandalizes
the authentic identity of the sites, and
instead, camouflages it with a “romantic
gaze” through spectacular experience and
visual expression. During the new round of
creative industry, the emergency between
the discourse rights of architects and artists
elaborates therefore new urban challenges.
It imposes questions on how to resist the
elite orthodox and aesthetic standards for
contemporary architectural education, as
well as how to act against the negative
aspects of capitalist globalization by
retaining the discourse of architecture from

its internal sphere of design product.



Part IV: The Urban-Rural Dynamics

Chapter 08 The Evolving Enclave: Urban
Villages

Zheny Jing

The term “urban village” is used to denote
a special phenomenon during the process
of urbanization in China. When the city
grows rapidly without careful planning, a
direct consequence is that some villages
in the countryside or in the suburb area
were included into the urban territory.
According to the constitution, the property
right of urban lands belongs to the state,
but settlement lands in the countryside
are owned by village farmers collectively.
So by definition, an urban village means
a particular zone which still owned by
former villagers who have the right to
build houses on their own lands and not
necessary to obtain permissions from
the city planning authority. This is an
outstanding urban issue that never seen
in history neither in other countries of the
world. The architectural feature of urban
village is ultra-dense while buildings are
cheap and low quality. Residents are
mostly migrant workers as tenants. The

lacking of proper governance makes urban

villages tend to become urban slums
which every city would commit to avoid.
This chapter investigates 3 cases in south
China and discusses different alternatives
for those fragmentations of urban-rural

superimposition.

Chapter 09 The Emerging Exclave: University
Towns

Chan Kai Tsun

University town development is considered
one of the significant highlights in modern
China’s urban planning. This specific type
of development rises from the national
strategies for post-reform China moving the
economic structure from industry-based to
knowledge-based with the fuel of higher
education and the carrier of universities.
The origination of modern university towns
can be traced back to post WWII in western
countries where abundant social resources
was put into the construction of high-tech
development zones, so as to promote the
collaborations between universities and
industry for accommodating the needs of
social advance. The university towns in the
context of China are generally classified into
five different models, namely (1) research

and development, (2) corporate investment,



(3) local development, (4) integration of
education resources, (5) new town development.
Among the 87 university towns established in
China by 2014, a number of cases have been
selected to showcase each of the models.
Discussions are given on design and planning
of the university towns, and their relations
with and contributions to the cities in terms of
higher education development, urban space

development and economic development.

Part V: Reflections on Urban Development

Chapter 10 Postmodern Icons: Olympic
Game Stadiums and World EXPO
Pavilions
Li Lin
Contemporary cities are more and more relying
on activities of international exchange because
nowadays globalization is seemingly inevitable.
Distinguished events of world class assemblage
could provide the host city a remarkable
opportunity to showcase its power and image,
to test and experiment new planning ideas and
new architectural concepts, and to improve
the city’s infrastructure and environment at the
same time. Four big parties- the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Game, the 2010 Shanghai World

EXPO, the 2010 Guangzhou Asian Game and
the 2011 Shenzhen Summer Universiade-
brought the above cities Post-modern icons
such as the “Bird Nest”, the “Water Cube”,
the “Oriental Crown”, the “Solar Valley”, the
“Windsails” and the “Spring Cocoon”, with
avant-garde designs and unusual forms. Those
special and highly symbolic structures are
tailor-made for rare events, for some critics they
might merely stand as fancy urban sculpture
or ornamentation, for the general public the
major concern is how to efficiently and fairly
manage those government funded projects
afterward, because most of them are converted
into commercial uses and the issue of under
provision of public functions and programs is
always sensitive.

Chapter 11 The Experimentation of Low-
carbon Cities

Kevin Yap

According to the author, from the early
Economic Development Zone of labor-
intensive industry, to the later Hi-Tech
Development Zone, and the recent IT
Development Zone, the Chinese government
now is promoting eco-industrial parks and
environmental friendly developments to save

energy, share resources, reduce pollution and



recycle waste. Some scholars in the 1990s
had proposed the concept of “landscaped”
city for the overpopulated metropolis back
to nature. Although theories of green
architecture, green city, sustainable city,
intelligent city, low-carbon city and coherent
city have been talked widely at various levels
of decision making, the implementation of
full-scale measurement of eco-city model still
remains on paper. The incorrect perception of
green design as a contradiction to economic
interests insisted by many investors and
developers is a key problem in pursuing low-
carbon city. The author suggests that a system
of interrelated policies, regulations, standards
and incentives should be worked out and

adopted by the local government.

Chapter 12 Gated Communities: Cancer
of Urban Life—Problems and
Solutions
Miao Pu
Since the 1978 economic reform, more and
more residential areas in Chinese cities
have walled themselves away from their
surroundings to improve security. What
do these gated communities look like as
compared to their US counterparts? What
impact does this new development have,
especially on urban life in high-density
Chinese cities? How do cities in a developing,
socialist country pick up so quickly a capitalist
real estate pattern started in the US just a
few decades ago? This chapter presents
a preliminary investigation of these issues
and proposes alternative design solutions to

address the problems.
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