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PREFACE

The most important factor in the training of an artist is to attain
a good sense of aesthetics with which to create, If his aim is
merely to paint withont any aesthetics, whatever he paints will
be merely skin deep albeit his technical accomplishment, Just
as he paints mediocre work of art, what he says will mean noth-
ing to it. '

I have known Prof, Pau Shiu-yau ever since he came back from
Japan after graduation in painting nearly half a century ago, In
those days there were hardly any art activities in Hong Konge.
and consequently he may be claimed as one of the pioneers in
the local art circle, His achievements have been tremendous,
thereby solidifying his status as a master of three-greats (great
in painting, great in calligraphy and great in poetry).

Firstly, he has established the Lai Ching Art College and has
trained, during the past 50 years, thousands of graduates in
Chinese painting, Secondly, his achievements in painting have
been tremendous and his vocabulary great, He has painted not
only a comprehensive range of subjects from landscapes, birds
and flowers, but has completed a few series of themes from fa-
mous poets and novels such as Pei Chu-yeh's" Sonnet of Last-
ing Resentment" and "Water Margin", etc, Thirdly, he has giv-
en lectures and written articles on, Chinese Art such as "Six
Canons", "Training of an Ariist", "How to Appreciate Chinese
Art" ard "Floating World"s He also wrote critiques ontne work
of old and contemporary masters, Thirdly, he is himself a poet
and calligrapher,

Prof, Pau is not only a learned scholar in the art of the Orient,
but also he has a keen appreciation on modern art masters like
Picasso,, whose fantastic paintings he so ably compares with
the literary works of certain Chinese old scholars which he
fitly quotes,

In the present publication of a collection of 26 lectures and ar-
ticles Prof, Pau has covered a comprehensive view on the art

of the Orient, and I feel proud in recommending it to thase who
are interested in art in general and Chinese Art in particular,
because they will help them to enhance their appreciation and to
cultivate their aesthetics as well,

HONG KONG June 1976,
LUIS CHAN
Chairman
HONG KONG ART CLUB
and
THE CHINESE CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS' GUILD
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