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’¢ Unit One Read Books and Newspapers

Simulation Conversation 1EWSIE
Conversation 1

What’s your favorite book?

It’s Gone with the Wind.

Why do you like it best?

I enjoy the various characters and the plot.
Well. I like The Thorn Birds best.

Is it very interesting?

Sure. I like the writer's language, too.

If 1 have a chance, 1’1l enjoy the book.
Would you like to go to the bookshop with me?
That’s a good idea. Let’s go!
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Conversation 2

What are you reading, Linda?

I’ m reading a novel by the famous novelist, Margaret.
Is the novel very interesting?

Yes, it’s a story about the Civil War of America.

Is the book difficult to read?
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No, it’s easy to read.

What other types of literary works do you read besides novels?
Besides novels, 1also like to read poetry.

Don’t you like to read other books besides literary works?

Yes, Ispend most of my leisure time in reading books on various subjects. I don’t want to

waste my time.

You are great.
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Conversation 3

You are reading now, aren’tyou?
Yes, Tam.

Is it a collection of poetry?

No, itisa play.

Oh, aplay. Who is the author?

The author is Tang Xianzu, a great playwright in Ming Dynasty of China.

I know. He is Shakespeare of China.
Why do you say that Tang Xianzu is Shakespeare of China?

Tang Xianzu, like Shakespeare, had written many great plays. Why don’t we call him

Shakespeare of China?

In your opinion, Tang Xianzu is Shakespeare of China. We also call Shakespeare Tang

Xianzu of England.

Reasonable.

It’s time for me to go home, goodbye.
Goodbye.
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Conversation 4

Is that the latest issue of News Week you’re reading?

Yes, itis. It has some really good articles in it.

I know. I have been a subscriber for the past three years.

I didn’t know that. How much does it cost to subscribe?

I’ m not exactly sure, but it’s not that expensive at all.

I used to subscribe to it, but I cancelled my subscription last year.

Why did you do that?

I was the only person in my family reading it. Everyone in my family just likes to read
fashion and sports magazines.

It’s the same in my family. The coffee table in my living room is covered with copies of
style and sports Illustrated.

Do you ever read those magazines?

Well, I look through them from time to time, but [ don’t usually read them entirely.
Yeah, I know what you mean. I myself prefer to read finance and news magazines.
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Conversation 5

I have read many books, but I haven’t read any of literature.
What is literature?

It is the question I’ m to ask you, because I don’t understand it.
May you tell me some books you’ ve read?
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Well, one is Great Expectations.

Great Expectations is a literary book.

I have read Endymion. Is it literary book, too?

Yes, itis. Now, let me tell you, works such as drama, fiction, essays and poems are
all literary writings, or literature.

Oh, Isee. Thatisto say, Ihave read many literary works.

Do you know the author of Great Expectations?

Of course. The author is Keats.

No, Keats is the author of Endymion, not that of Great Expectations. It’s Dickens,
Charles Dickens.

It is a good book. I like this essay.

Essay? No, it’snotan essay, buta novel.

Oh, itisanovel.

Why do you like it?

It is classical, because Dickens is a classical novelist.

You are wrong.

I know, Keats is classical.

No, Great Expectations is a realistic novel, it is not classical. And Keats, John Keats is
not a classicist, but a romantic poet.

Then, Endymion is a romantic poem, too, isn’tit?

Yes.
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¥ Unit Two Watch TV HEHH

Simulation Conversation E\FE1E
< Conversation 1

What’s on the television now?

I am watching a talk show.

I can’t stand talk shows.

You can change the channel.

Good. Where is the remote control?
It’s on the tea table.

No. I can’t find it there.

Sorry, it is lost in the sofa. Here you are.
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Conversation 2

Anything good on TV tonight?

No. Just a bad movie.

Isn’t there a basketball match on Channel 57

No, there is a football match.

Might as well read a book, then.

Why don’t you like watching football match recently?
Because our team always lose the game.

Yes, that’s true.
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This kind of match is a waste of time.

I agree with you.
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Conversation 3

Is there anything worth watching on the other channel?
I think there is a movie on Channel 6.
Do you mind if we switch over?

Of course not.

Good. The movie is very great. Isn’t it?
I think so.

Can you turn it up?

Yes. of course.
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Conversation 4

What’s on TV tonight?

Not much, that new reality-TV show, Ally McBeal, oh, Dark Angel.
Wait a second. I want to watch Ally McBeal.

Oh, come on. That’s such a girl show.

No, it’s not. It’s just funny.

Yeah, ifyou’re a girl.

Well, you just want to watch Dark Angel because of the hot girl.

That’s not true. Dark Angel is a good show.

Its story is just an excuse to get the girl dressed up in different tight outfits.
OK, OK. Let’s forget it. There’s a football game on too.
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No way. " m watching Ally McBeal. Go to John’s to watch the game.
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< Conversation 5
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Shall we watch television tonight?

All right. What’s on tonight?

A pop show on Channel 1 at six. Then at seven thirty there’s a film.
What sort of film is it?

[ think it’s a Western.

What time is the news?

The news is at six fifteen.

What’s on Channel 27

There’s a sports film at seven o’ clock.

[ don’t want to watch that.

Channel 3 has a war film at eight.

I don’t like war films. What else is on?

There’s a fashion show on Channel 4.

That might be interesting. What’s the time now?

It’s nearly six o’ clock.

Let’s watch the news first. Then we 1l watch the fashion show.
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% Unit Three Listening to Music W& §

Simulation Conversation EWFIE

Conversation 1

: What are you doing?

I’ m listening to the music.
Which song is this?
Yesterday once more.

It’s very nice, isn’tit?

Yes, but it’s not my favorite one.
Which one do you like more?
God is a girl.
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Conversation 2

Do you ever listen to classical music?

Yes, Ido.

Classical music is definitely my favorite. It helps me to calm down.
Which composer is your favorite?

[ like listening to Mozart. What about you?

I think Beethoven is my favourite.

I like him very much, too.

He is a great composer.

I agree with you.
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Conversation 3

What kind of music do you like best?

[ like popular music. Elvis Presley is my favorite singer.

Could I ask some questions about him?

Go ahead, I'm nuts about Elvis.

What were some of Elvis’ biggest hits?

Some of his hits include Heartbreak Hotel, Love Me Tender, Don’t Be Cruel and Hound
Dog. Over a billion records have been sold and I think he was the most successful recording
artist of his time.

Tell me about his death.

He died on August 16, 1977. He died of heart failure as a result of drug addictions.
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Conversation 4

The Blue Danube has always been a great favorite of mine.

It’ s really soul-stirring.

Do you like the songs by Bing Crosby? His music is soothing.

[ think I like Elvis Presley’s songs better.

[ enjoy jazz. It is the art of surprise.

You are right. But I also love the blues. It’s emotional.

I especially love the first three movements of the Ninth Symphony.

No doubt. They are just beautiful.

Those melodious serenades are unforgettable, aren’t they?

Yes. They remind me of my green years.

This is erhu, a Chinese stringed instrument. 2
I know. I heard a very beautiful, and touching erhu solo the other day. It’s called Two
Mountain Springs Reflecting the Moon.



