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Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s
crucial for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve
their comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded
Chinese Reader series is designed to provide a collection of
interesting and useful Chinese reading materials. This series
grades each volume by its vocabulary level and brings the
learners into every scene through vivid storytelling. The series

has the following features:

I. A gradual approach by grading the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have consulted the New HSK Vocabulary
(2012 Revised Edition), the Graded Chinese Syllables, Characters
and Words for the Application of Teaching Chinese to the Speakers of
Other Languages (National Standard) and the 1500 Commonly
Used High Frequency Chinese Vocabulary, along with the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge” vocabulary grading
standard. The series is divided into seven levels (Starter’, Level
I, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for students at
different stages in their Chinese education to choose from. For
each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary
amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.

The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow
Bridge” level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount,
and number of characters.

Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSKI-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSKS

CE;I:ﬁvel CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al-A2 | A2-Bl | A2-BI Bl B1-B2 [B2-C1
Vocabulary 150 300 500 750 1,000 1,500 | 2,500

Characters | 1,000 | 2,500 | 5,000 | 7,500 | 10,000 |15,000 25.000

Il. Intriguing stories on various themes. The series features
engaging stories known for their twists and turns as well as
deeply touching plots. The readers will find it a joyful experience
to read the stories. The topics are selected from Chinese
mythology, legends, folklore, literary classics, biographies of
renowned people and historical tales. Such widely ranged topics
would exert an invisible, yet formative, influence on readers’
understanding of Chinese culture and history.

I11. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume
of the “Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we
also provide an introduction to the main characters in Chinese
and English, new words with English explanations and sample
sentences, and an English translation of the story, followed by
comprehension exercises and a vocabulary list to help users read
and understand the story and improve their Chinese reading
skills. The exercises are mainly presented as objective questions
that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. Moreover,
keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be used




by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about
the series, please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn.
You can also exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account:
CHQRainbowBridge. This account will provide updates on the
series along with Chinese reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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Main Characters and Places
Z# (Xudnzang ): PEEXKF LS, PEBHK = KXH8F
KL —,

Xuanzang (600-664): A renowned Buddhist monk in China
during the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and one of the
three great translators of the Buddhist doctrine into
Chinese.

AT (Jigxian ) . FRPER B RME, TRGEIF,
Silabhadra: Xuanzang’s master and a well-known Buddhist
monk in ancient India.

MBE (JiernWdng ) : PEAX LA LHEE,

Harsha (590-647): A famous Indian king.

MY X (Jiamolué Wang ) : FPEM £ L9 —ABE, Bk
H X 8t 2.

Kumara (Kartikeya): Another Indian king who reigned during
the same era as Harsha.

BEAKFE (Tang Taizéng): PEAL ERAEAHS E2HFZ—.
Emperor Taizong (598-649) of the Tang Dynasty: One of the
most influential emperors in Chinese history.

LM (ShiPdéntud): Z#MFE, BRBEFT XH,
Shi Pantuo (transliteration): The disciple of Xuanzang who left
his master during their journey.

%% (Chéng’an): T HEAERG G, KARLEHHE,
Chang’an: Present-day Xi’an, once the capital of China in the
Tang Dynasty.




ﬁ e et
R (Yindu): TH&AFERRXGBER, AP EAP A
(=P
India: The largest country in South Asia. In ancient times,
the Chinese referred to India as Western Heaven (the
Buddhist Paradise).

AR e (Nalantud): R EBBFRAFRP O, {1
&%Wﬁm%b%&wﬂﬁ %8
frix g
Nalanda: A Buddhist monastery and a center of learning in
ancient India. It was located in present-day Bihar
Sharif. Xuanzang used to study in this monastery.

5% (Yang)): ¥REEXH LT, ETALENHBEEDKA
= L R
Yanqi (Karasahr): An ancient country located near present-day
Yanqi Hui Autonomous County, Xinjiang, China.

F
7

%

&% (Qiucl): FKERH LT, ETHAGITRESE LML
Qiuci (kucha): An ancient country located near present-day
Kuga county, Xinjiang, China.

@19 (Gaochang): +XKEB XM LT, ZTAENH BLEF
Gaochang (Idikut): An ancient country located near present-day
Turpan, Xinjiang, China.

T (Yatign): ¥RBEHLF, ETALENH BT L

Yutian (Khotan): An ancient country located in present-day
Hotan County, Xinjiang, China.

R (Xitajué): FRFEGAG—ANERGER

Western Turkic Khaganate: A powerful ancient country located
to the west of ancient China.
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1 BREE (qo jing) ¢
obtain Buddhist
scriptures
e.q., ZEREXHE
R4z,

fégg { I“”IL.JL hao) n
the Tang Dynasty
eg. BHEFEASE
LH— ) E2ATHE.

1BA (sengrén) »
Buddhist monk
eg. ZEE—MEA

U P (pi) mew (for
horses, mules, etc))
eg., figE LS

BT (yaoyudn)

adj. far, faraway

e.q. ENERHE
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L8 (pa)

; %r . desert
eg %EW]?J‘HF"
) ;:,[’. (bu) m.w (for books,

movies, elc.)

e.g., XEMNR—H =K

| {2 (1ajing) »
Buddhist scripture

e.q., BREPFRZBBARN
M.

ERiFE (fanyl) 2 translate
e.g., IBEXaEENFEME
<

6. F (juan) mw volume
fascicle [!r\ ancient
China, books were
vritten on bamboo ‘Irp
silk and later paper. Suct
books could be .".n||(‘:ti up
cltion. Therefore
books were calculated by
fascicl

one book could be written

for colie
es or scrolls and

on several fascicles. )
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8§ EFN (huangdi) u
emperor
e.g. BAR
MEFEz—.
9 28 (gongli) n
kilometer

e.g, It=E LBH
—F_BELE

EPEERR
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L SFB (siyuan) n
temple, monasiety
e.q., X1 FhREF
BRZBEA.

AFBiE (fofa) »
Buddhist doctrine,
Buddha's teachings

e.g., {#; iva =1L
B’J%QLD

$ 2376 (gongyuan) »
Christian era
eg. SERNIT
2016 &
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