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Preface

A Collection of Qipaos from China's Prominent Families is
the second book after we published 4 Rare Appreciation
of the Qipaos Worn by the Grande Dames of Shanghai in
January 2015. This publication is another special edition
to elaborately display the Qipao culture of China’s high

society during the past century.

For the last two years, we never stopped for a moment
our continuous efforts to search and compile these
storied Qipao pieces. Not only did we travel abroad
to research and collect some of them, but we also held
many exhibitions in China, including “The Shanghai
Prominent Families Qipao Cross—year Exhibition”,
“Qipaos from China’s Prominent Families Nanxun
Exhibition” and “Resounding Gracefulness—The Soong
Sister’s and their Family Members’ Qipao Exhibition”.
This last exhibition was held jointly with the Shanghai
Soong Ching—lingMemorialResidence. All of the
showings generated immense interest, and the response
was extremely positive. Thus, the results of our past two
years efforts have become the primary contents of this

latest publication.

The difference between this book and our previous one
is that we adopted a way of listing our Qipaos according
to the owners’ families. We collected a total of 91 pieces;
devoting the first five chapters to Soong Ching—ling’s
family, Yung Tsung—chin’s family, Wellington Koo’s
family, Sheng Hsuan—huai’s family and Chang Ching—
kiang’s family. The Qipaos worn by the grande dames
from these five families are altogether 50 pieces. In the
sixth chapter, we list 41 pieces worn by ladies from other
prominent families. Although we had written about some

of the families before, the contents of this book are not

a simple repeat of our previous edition. On the contrary,
the readers will satisfactorily get a complete picture if

they read both books comparatively.

Similar to our previous edition, the Qipaos we selected
are the mostly from our Pavilion of Treasured Qipaos
worn by Grande Dames of a Bygone Era. They are the
pieces we collected through the years from all over the
world. The Qipao worn by Soong Ching—ling is the only
exception as we are honoured to have the Soong Ching—
ling Memorial Residence of Shanghai lend it to us.
Among all the owners, Madame Juliana Koo is the oldest
living at 111 years old. It is such a privilege for us to have
obtained her beaded red lace Qipao worn by her at her
110th birthday celebration in 2015 on display. The oldest
Qipao is over 100 years and belonged to Madame Chiang
Ru—zhi who was the sister—in—law of Nationalist China’s

elder statesman, Chang Ching—kiang.

The reason we selected this particular group of families
as our main showcase is that we consider them as a
unique elite class of old China. The Qipaos worn by
these family members are of the highestquality. The
fabric, craftsmanship and design, are exceprtional.
Looking closely at the adornments, attachments and
embellishments for these Qipaos, we can see how they
elegantly represent the finest and incredible artisanship
of a bygone era of Shanghai. Likewise, the exquisite
aesthetic tastes of these beautiful ladies are undoubtedly
revealed in the Qipaos they owned. The Qipaos we
selected could be considered the best of their kind. Thus,
when we review these quintessential pieces, not only can
we see the reflections of history and the renditions of

the tailoring craftsmanship in the old days, but we can



also catch a glimpse of the real lives of these prominent
families who predominantly resided south of the Yangtze
River. Also, by the observing fashion trends of the time,
we can discover the personal style of their famous owners,
understand the cultural exchanges between China and
other countries in the past and appreciate the intricacies
of the textile and dyeing industry. During this process, we
unexpectedly came across many pleasant surprises which

make this project so fascinating.

Collecting and exhibiting these Qipaos, not only let us
appreciate the beauty of these dresses but also allows
us to become directly involved in a search—and—rescue
mission which can often be overlooked and forgotten.
To let others know the rich cultural heritage associated
with the Qipao and comparing modern fashion with
the past, we spent eight years going around the world,
visiting these prominent Shanghai families and their
descendants. As a result of their support, we have
collected over two hundred pieces. To put together such a
preeminent collection of Qipaos of this calibre was truly a
monumental effort. Although we encountered tremendous
obstacles, what we got in return was immeasurable. This
endeavour became an engaging part of our lives with the
feeling that we were entering a vast cultural jungle of
immense historical value! This whole process uncovered
many unexpected minute details significant enough to
be preserved in our history. What a Divine blessing!
Many friends have encouraged us to continue this project
because they sincerely believe that it is a rewarding
and privileged experience to preserve and advocate the
Qipao’s culture. The showcasing and educating about
these illustrious Qipaos was a monumental task in and

of itself. With tremendous encouragement and support

from everyone, we are certainly motivated to continue

our work.

We believe the Qipao, is not only a matter of a marterial
existence but that it represents something with a much
deeper historical and cultural purpose. It has had a
splendid past, and it should be destined to have an
incredible future. As demonstrated in our book, one can
understand that they were coming from the past century
with a major influential significance. The Qipao is a
uniquely Chinese iconic fashion design. It represents and
unfolds one hundred years of social changes for Chinese
women. In some aspects, the culture of the Qipao
demonstrates and recognises the elegance and exciting
lifestyles of Chinese women from that era. Its significance
is sustainable, and its influence is eternal. And it will
certainly provide as an excellent guide for Qipao culture

in the future.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
friends who have given us their unconditional support

and encouragement.

It is our sincerest desire for the culture of the Qipao to

prosper and thrive in the 21st Century continuously.

Pavilion of Treasured Qipaos worn by
Grande Dames of a Bygone Era
Director: Jeanette Zee

General Secretary: Wen—qing Chai
Deputy Director: Lu—xia Song
October 1, 2016
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Madam Soong Ching—ling was born into a Christian
missionary and industrialist family. She was a great patriot,
internationalist and communist. She was known all over the
world as one of the greatest women of the 20th century and
Honorary Chairman of the People’s Republic of China. In
her youth, she admired and followed Chinese revolutionary
pioneer Sun Yat—sen. For nearly seventy years of her life, she
made painstaking efforts to dedicate herself to the revolutionary
causes of the Chinese people, especially for the welfare of

women and children. She made an indelible contribution and

Madam Soong Ching—ling

earned the tremendous love and admi—ration of the Chinese
people. In her lifetime, she was very fond of wearing a Qipao.
After the establishment of the New China, she would still wear
a Qipao to attend many official government ceremonies. This
elegant long midnight—black and tuscan—sun—yellow Qipao is
made of silk. It has excellent workmanship and a graceful style.
A Qipao like this, extenuated the oriental women’s traditional
beauty and understaed elegant demeanour. Currently, this
Qipao is preserved and on exhibition at the Soong Ching—ling

Memorial Residence in Shanghai.
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As the youngest of the Soong sisters, Madam Soong May—ling studied
at the McTyeire School for Girls in Shanghai. She was a Christian who
was very active in Chinese politics and later be—came the fourth wife of
Chiang Kai—shek in 1927. During the Anti—Japanese War, she went to
America and successfully per—suaded the US Congress to help China
fight against the Japanese invaders. Her efforts in the US had strengthened
war—time Sino—US diplomatic relations. She lived in America in her later
years until she passed away in New York on Long Island at the age of 106.
She was the longest living member of the entire Soong family. All of
the three Soong sisters, loved to wear a Qipao as they believed it made
evident a Chinese woman’s graceful styf€. This grape—purple Qipao is
very simple in design, but elegant in style. It was considered as a casual
wear by Madam Soong May—ling, and it was brought back to China
in 1980 by Ms Yan Ren—mei, who was a good friend of Madam Soong
May~—ling’s niece, Hwang K’'ung Rosamonde Ling E.



