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Indonesia’s View on “One Belt, One
Road” Initiative: Hopes and Concerns

Yandry Kurniawan "

President Xi Jinping officially launched the People’s Republic of China’s 21*
Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative in October 2013 at the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation ( APEC) summit and the East Asia Summit in Indonesia. In return, the
Indonesian government has expressed its enthusiastic response to President Xi's
initiative and so do we, the Indonesian people.

Before elaborating in detail Indonesia’s view on the above mentioned initiative in the
context of Sino-Indonesia strategic cooperation, the following is the author’s knowledge

and stance on the initiative to the distinguished audience of this international conference.

1. ONE BELT, ONE ROAD:
WHAT WE KNOW, WHAT WE THINK

From what we have known, the 21* Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative is not
separable from the People’s Republic of China's “One Belt, One Road” ( OBOR)

comprehensive initiative. The starting point of the OBOR Initiative lies in President Xi

»  Yandry Kurniawan is the chief editor of GLOBAL: Jurnal Politik Internasional at the Department of
International Relations, Universitas Indonesia. He completed his doctoral study at the Department of Political
Science, Albert-Ludwigs University of Freiburg, Germany and master study at the Graduate Institute of

International Affairs and Strategic Studies, Tamkang University, Taiwan.
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Jinping’s official speeches delivered in Kazakhstan and Indonesia in 2013. In Kazakhstan,
President Xi launched the Silk Road Economic Belt Initiative with the main objective to
connect China with Europe via land route. In Indonesia, President Xi launched the 21*
Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative to connect Asia, Africa, and Europe through
maritime lines of transportation. All in all, the Silk Road Economic Belt will bring
together China, Central Asia, Russia and Europe (the Baltic), link China with the
Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, and connect China with Southeast Asia,
South Asia and the Indian Ocean. Meanwhile, the 21* Century Maritime Silk Road is
envisioned to stretch from China’s coast to Europe through the South China Sea and the
Indian Ocean in one route, and from China’s coast through the South China Sea to the
South Pacific in the other.

By developing such inter-continental connectivity through land and maritime lines of
transportation, the OBOR Initiative “seeks mutual benefit” through shared funding for
infrastructure development across the above mentioned regions. To implement this, the
concept paper of the OBOR Initiative outlines five specific areas of connectivity
envisaged as its goals, which requires active participation of all countries;®

1. Strengthening policy communication, such as taking forward regional cooperation.

2. Strengthening transport linkages, from the Pacific to the Baltic, improving
basic trans-border transport infrastructure and forming a transport network linking
East, West and South Asia.

3. Strengthening trade flows by simplifying trade and investment, removing trade
barriers and reducing the costs involved in trade and investment.

4. Strengthening monetary flows through measures to enhance currency circulation
and trade settlement, thus reducing costs and financial risk and raising the international
competitiveness of the region.

5. Strengthening popular support across the region for the Silk Road plans.

In order to implement those areas of connectivity, the Vision and Actions on
Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21% Century Maritime Silk Road (in

@ Tim Summers: China's “New Silk Roads”: sub-national regions and networks of global political
economy, Third World Quarterly, 2016, 37 (9) .
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