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Introduction of SWUFE
Law School

The development of the Law School has been a key effort of Southwestern
University of Finance and Economics (SWUFE) since it was listed in both “Project
211”7 and “Project 985" of the Chinese government as part of the national endeavor
to build world-class universities in the 21st century.

The pr'edecessor of SWUFE Law School was the former Chongqing Sunrise
College founded in 1946 which later changed its name into Zhengyang Business and
Law School in 1949. The president and director of the college at that time was Ju
Zheng, President of Judicial Department of the Republic government and the deputy
president was Xia Qin, the vice minister of the Judicial and Administrative
Ministry. Xianghui College of Humanities and Law, which was one of the
predecessors of SWUFE, also had its own law department. In May 1987, the
Department of Law was established with staff from the Teaching and Research
Office of Economic Law and Institute of Demographics from the university and it
offered two bachelor’s degree programs, i.e. —Economic Law and Demographics.
In 1992, a master’s degree program in Economic Law was offered as a branch of
the Corporate Management major. In 1998, the bachelor degree program of
Economic Law was adjusted intp a bachelor degree program in law. In October
2001, the SWUFE Law School was formally founded.

SWUFE Law School was the key part of the university’s endeavor in the
“Project 2117, It was authorized, by the Degree Commission of The State Council
in its 28th annual meeting in 2010, to award doctoral degrees in four disciplines. At
present, SWUFE Law School enrolls doctoral candidates in Civil and Commercial
Law, Economic Law, Criminal Law and Jurisprudence. It is also authorized to

award master’s degrees in eight disciplines [ that is, Civil and Commercial Law,
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Economic Law, Criminal Law, International Law, Jurisprudence, Law and
Economics, Litigation Law and a Jurist Master (JM) program]. For years, it has
been ranked as one of the best law schools in universities and colleges of finance
and economics. In the Discipline Assessment Rankings released by the Ministry of
Education in 2012, the discipline of law was ranked 21st among more than 600 law
schools throughout the country. In January 2013, SWUFE Law School was selected
into the first batch of National Education and Training Base for Outstanding Legal
Talents. Update in 2014 ,SWUFE Law School increased by 16th among law school
in China according to RCCSE of Wuhan University ,

Law discipline in SWUFE Law School was accredited as the National-Level
Featured Major. It is also a provincial-level key talent training base for educating
and training undergraduate law majors in Sichuan Province. Its courses of Economic
Law, Civil Law, Criminal Law, Commercial Law and International Law are
among the best college courses of Sichuan Province. At present, it has an
enrollment of more than 700 undergraduates, more than 700 post-graduates and
more than 60 doctoral candidates. For twenty years, SWUFE Law School has
trained nearly four thousand graduates, and also has offered master level training
courses to tens of thousands of people for the national party and government system
and the financial system.

SWUFE Law School always sticks to the strategy of development through
Human Talents and brings in talents from home and abroad. By May 2016, among
the total 51 faculty members, 21 are professors and 29 associate professors, 20
doctoral advisors. Over 90% faculty members are below 50 years of age and about
85% of them have obtained or are studying for doctoral degrees. Several faculty
members are advisors of different ministries of the State Council, commissioners of
the Guidance Commission on Legal Education of Law Schools under Ministry of
Education of P. R. C, executive members of China Commercial Law Association,
China Criminal Law Association, China Economic Law Society, China
International Economic Law Association, and China Labor Law Association. In
addition, SWUFE Law School has invited over 20 famous experts of law from
home and abroad and lawyers with high theoretical levels and extensive practical
experiences as visiting professors or guest professors.

SWUEFE Law School has established the Department of Jurisprudence, Institute

of Law and Economics, Institute of Economic Law, Institute of Civil and
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Commercial Law, Institute of Criminal Law, Institute of International Law,
Institute of European Union Law. Through cooperation with China Financial
Research Center ( which is a key research base in social sciences and humanities as
recognized by the Ministry of Education) and the College of Finance and Taxation,
SWUFE Law School established Institution of Financial Laws and China Research
Center of Taxation Laws. As a pioneer of empirical legal studies and justice
statistics , Quantitative Law and Information Technology Laboratory was created and
sponsored, which is the first in the nation to study legal theories and applications
using information engineering and statistical methods. What’s more, it’s famous for
the China Financial Law Research Center, which is the only provincial and
ministerial level key research base in the field of philosophy and social sciences,
and the China Economic Law Research Center, which is a provincial level key
research base for Social Sciences and the Humanities. SWUFE law school also
established the the Scientific Research and Innovation Team of Environmental and
Resources Law.

SWUFE Law School has always adhered to the principle of “emphasizing
research” and gives great effort to the development of outstanding projects. It has
strengthened the incentive mechanism for research. As a result, the scientific
research level and the quality of Law School faculty have been making steady
progress.” Up to now, over 600 thesis have been published in such authoritative
periodicals as Social Science in China, CASS Journal of Law, China Legal
Science, Economic Study, Management of the World, Economic Inquiry and over
90 books have been published by such well-known press as the Law Press. Since
2000, faculty members of Law School have organized 100 research projects of
national and provincial levels. They have won the Award of “Five Ones” Project,
the Award of Outstanding Social and Scientific Research Result, Outstanding
Philosophy and Social Science Re‘\search Result of the Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Justice, National Outstanding Social Scientific Research Award for
Young Scholars and other 70 some provincial and ministerial level awards. The
doctoral thesis of one of Law School teachers was the first on economic law to be

nominated for National Excellent Doctoral Theses award.
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