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In ancient China, people used bamboo chips as paper,

and gravers as pens; people carved characters on bamboo chips.
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Bamboo slips were cumbersome to carry and troublesome to carve on.

This situation did not change until the Eastern Han dynasty.






There was a young apprentice named Cai Lun,

who was hardworking and knowledgeable.
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The palace hired him to manage all the equipment.

Every single piece needed to be recorded, which racked his brain.
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Cai Lun determined to invent lighter paper.

He tried different materials and did hundreds of experiments.
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Silk fabric was writeable, artistic, and useful,

but too pricey to be used as paper.
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One day, a craftsman brought several bundles of silk

and a few pieces of yarn sheets* full of words on it.

% Yarn sheets: A piece of fabric made by silk thread.
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"How to make yarn sheets?" "How much is the cost to make it?"

wondered Cai Lun and went to the workshop to check it out.
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In the workshop beside a bamboo sheet,
workers were busy producing silk.

Yarn sheets were left behind after silk was made.
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