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1?7&;&1{" X || Reading for Injormation

Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you believe in love at first sight? Is it never more than a passing attraction?

2. What do you think about “puppy love”? Do you agree with the statement that “Love is the most
beautiful pain you can have”?

| Fell in Love, or My Hormones Awakened
By Judith Ortiz Cofer




\

hardships of Latinos who emigrate to Love, or My Hormones Awakened,” Cofer
America. The theme is that when cultures describes a state thatis (or used to be) called
clash, no matter what happens, one should “puppy love.” What Cofer experienced has
never leave his/her original culture behind. its amusing side, but there is more than a
He/she should alsq,xltem change his/her  touch of seriousness in it, too, for Cofer
own mmumm order to fit in. In “I Fell in speaks of the experience as a “salute to life.”
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@ 1 fell in love, or my hormones awakened from their long
slumber in my body, and suddenly the goal of my days was
focused on one thing: to catch a glimpse of my secret love.
And it had to remain secret, because I had, of course, in the
great tradition of tragic romance, chosen to love a boy who
was totally out of my reach. He was not Puerto Rican; he was
Italian and rich. He was also an older man. He was a senior at
the high school when I came in as a freshman. I first saw him
in the hall, leaning casually on a wall that was the border line
between girlside and boyside for underclassmen. He looked
extraordinarily like a young Marlon Brando — down to the
ironic little smile. The total of what I knew about the boy who
starred in every one of my awkward fantasies was this: that he
was the nephew of the man who owned the supermarket on
my block; that he often had parties at his parents’ beautiful
home in the suburbs which I would hear about; that
this family had money (’which came to our school in many
ways) — and this fact made my knees weak; and that he
worked at the store near my apartment building on weekends
and in the summer.

® My mother could not understand why I became so eager
to be the one sent out on her endless errands. I pounced on
every opportunity from Friday to late Saturday afternoon to go

after eggs, cigarettes, milk (I tried to drink as much of it as



possible, although I hated the stuff) — the staple items that
she would order from the “American” store.

® Week after week I wandered up and down the aisles,
taking furtive glances at the stock room in the back,
breathlessly hoping to see my prince. Not that I had a plan. I
felt like a pilgrim waiting for a glimpse of Mecca. I did not
expect him to notice me. It was sweet agony.

@ One day I did see him. Dressed in a white outfit like a
surgeon: white pants and shirt, white cap, and (gross sight, but
not to my love-glazed eyes) blood-smeared butcher’s apron, he
was helping to drag a side of beef into the freezer storage area
of the store. I must have stood there like an idiot, because I
remember that he did see me, he even spoke to me! I could
have died. I think he said, “Excuse me,” and smiled vaguely in
my direction.

©  After that, I willed occasions to go to the supermarket. I
watched my mother’s pack of cigarettes empty ever so slowly.
I wanted her to smoke them fast. I drank milk and forced it on
my brother (although a second glass for him had to be bought
with my share of Fig Newton cookies which we both liked, but
we were restricted to one row each). I gave my cookies up for
love, and watched my mother smoke her L&M’s with so little
enthusiasm that I thought (God, no!) that she might be cutting
down on her smoking or maybe even giving up the habit. At
this crucial time!

L6/
cried hot tears on my pillow for the things that kept us apart. In
my mind there was no doubt that he would never notice me
(and that is why I felt free to stare at him — I was invisible).
He could not see me because I was a skinny Puerto Rican girl, a

freshman who did not belong to any group he associated with.

I thought I had kept my lonely romance a secret. Often I ¢
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@ At the end of the year I found out that I had not been
invisible. I learned one little lesson about human nature —
adulation le’aves a scent, one that we are all equipped to
recognize, and no matter how insignificant the source, we seek it.
© In June the nuns at our school would always arrange
for some cultural extravaganza. In my freshman year it was
a Roman banquet. We had been studying Greek drama (as
a prelude to church history — it was at a fast clip that we
galloped through Sophocles and Euripedes toward the early
Christian martyrs ), and our young, energetic Sister Agnes
was in the mood for spectacle. She ordered the entire
student body (it was a small group of under 300 students)
to have our mothers make us togas out of sheets. She handed
out a pattern on mimeo pages fresh out of the machine. I
remember the intense smell of the alcohol on the sheets of
paper, and how almost everyone in the auditorium brought
theirs to their noses and inhaled deeply — mimeographed
handouts were the school-day buzz that the new Xerox
generation of kids is missing out on. Then, as the last couple of
weeks of school dragged on, the city of Paterson becoming a
concrete oven, and us wilting in our uncomfortable uniforms,
we labored like frantic Roman slaves to build a splendid
banquet hall in our small auditorium. Sister Agnes wanted a
raised dais where the host and hostess would be regally
enthroned. (10 min)
© She had already chosen our Senator and Lady from
among our ranks. The Lady was to be a beautiful new student
named Sophia, a recent Polish immigrant, whose English was
still practically unintelligible, but whose features, classically
perfect without a trace of makeup, enthralled us. Everyone

talked about her gold hair cascading past her waist, and her



