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Editors Preface

As a unified multi-ethnic country, China boasts a long history of
5000 years.

Chinese culture is the joint creation of the various ethnic groups
that constitute the Chinese nation, including the Han Chinese and
other minority groups. Each of these groups, regardless of their size,
have made indelible contributions to the creation of the brilliant
Chinese culture with their industry, ingenuity and valor, while giving
China its vast territory. In a sense, China’s national culture is the
product of the interactions between the various ethnic groups. In the
long course of history, the cultures of these different groups have
combined to form the Chinese culture by way of mutual permeation,
mutual influence, mutual absorption, and mutual assimilation. This
culture has found its way into the psyche of all the ethnic groups,
giving them a strong sense of belonging and togetherness, and a great
vitality which has enabled them, generation after generation, to
overcome all the difficulties and obstacles and strive forward. It is the
spiritual pillar that supports the Chinese nation in its struggle for
survival and rise among all nations of the world.

However, a regrettable fact is that in previous studies on Chinese
cultural history, there is a narrowness and one-sidedness which leads

to a general underestimation of the cultural achievements of the
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minority ethnic groups, and a neglect of academic studies on their
cultures. Strictly speaking, so far the books that have been written
about the Chinese cultural history are all of the Han Chinese culture,
and not a single book in a real scientific sense has been written about
the cultures of the ethnic minorities and the interactions between them.

The minority cultures are an organic component of the Chinese
national culture as a whole. Each of the minority groups has a unique
history and culture of its own, which has greatly enriched the treasure
house of the Chinese culture by lending to it a variety and diversity
and which, on that account, has played an irreplaceable and unique
role in China’ s cultural history. Since China entered the New Era,
rapid progress has been made in minority culture studies, thus
bringing about a prosperity of the field. A complete and sensible
Chinese cultural history cannot be written without taking into account
the unique roles the minority cultures have played in shaping that
culture, and any talk about the Chinese culture will be meaningless
without mentioning the important and unique contributions the ethnic
minorities have made.

As China’ s most culturally-diversified province, Yunnan is home
to many different ethnic groups who have lived in mixed communities
to create not only a varicolored material culture, but also a brilliant
non-material culture. It is no exaggeration to say that Yunnan’s ethnic
minorities have given a prismatic quality and a fresh vitality to the
Chinese national culture with the unique cultures they have created.

At a time when China stands at a great age of transformation,
people of all ethnic groups are calling for a complete and scientifically-
compiled Chinese cultural history, one which they can feel gratified

with and proud of.
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It is in answer to such a call that Yunnan Minzu Publishing House
and Yunnan Institute of Ethnological Studies have jointly launched this
series of books under the title of “ Yunnan Ethnic Culture Series”.

The series marks an attempt on our part to sort out the cultural
legacies of Yunnan’ s ethnic minorities, to bring out the truth about
them, to give display to what is best about them, and to envision their
development in the future by including them in the overall framework
of the Chinese national culture so that they can function as important
sources of reference for the final compilation of a complete Chinese
cultural history comprising the cultures of the 56 ethnic groups
peopling the country.

The “Yunnan Ethnic Culture Series” is composed of monographs
that are devoted to each of the 25 ethnic groups living in Yunnan
whose population exceeds 5, 000. Each of the monographs is a
panoramic display of the various aspects of culture of the ethnic group
involved, including the origin, evolution and development of that
group. The cultural diversity and uniqueness of these groups together
show the abundant and prismatic cultural achievements they have made.

The authors of these books are scholars who have long been
engaged in ethnological studies. Some of them are of minority groups
themselves. They have taken upon themselves the task of gap-filling in
ethnological research and have made extensive and in-depth field
studies to get first-hand information about the legacies of the minority
cultures and, on that basis, have tried to sort out, analyze and study
the data they have gathered by using dialectic materialism and other
scientific methods in order to bring to light what is truly unique of the
cultures of the minority groups of Yunnan, such as the Dongba culture

of the Naxi, the Bimo culture of the Yi, the Benzhu culture of the
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Bai, the palm-leaf culture of the Dai, and the terraced-field culture of
the Hani.

To ensure the quality of the series, we have invited some
renowned scholars and experts who have long been engaged in studies
of history of ethnic minorities as our advisers.

The “Yunnan Ethnic Culture Series” is a pioneering project for
constructing ethnic cultures, and as such it is of great historic and
realistic significance. Time has granted us with this great task and
placed on us greater demand for quality. As the books form a series,
we required authors of each book to achieve conformity in the format
and guiding principles, while trying to highlight the unique features of
each ethnic group.

We hope the publication of the series will be a useful guide to
readers who wish to know more about the ethnic cultures of Yunnan or
to enrich their knowledge about Yunnan. We also hope the series will
contribute to the building of Yunnan as a province featuring socialist
culture with great cultural diversity and strong Yunnan characteristics.

We commend the launch of this “ Yunnan Ethnic Culture
Series”. And we admire the minority peoples of Yunnan for their
ingenuity, industry and creativity as well as their outstanding
contributions to the Chinese national culture and to the culture of the
world.

May the flower of Yunnan ethnic culture bloom more beautifully

in the garden of Chinese culture.

The Editorial Board of Yunnan Ethnic Minority Cultural
History Series
December, 1997
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