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Abstract  “The device paradigm” is a key concept of Albert Borg-

+ A ¥ H Albert Borgmann, Technology and the Character of Contemporary Life; A Philosophical
Inquiry, Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1984, pp.40 —48.

o PORAARE - MRS (1937 ~), XERKEM K FEFHEE, TEHOTFHEARAL, X
¥ SEEWFOMR, FA GESW¥: ML S5 S5 ME) (Philosophy of Language:
Historical Foundations and Contemporary Issues, 1977) . (HAR 5 4484 1E 5 AE . — T 2%H
[}y (1984) . (BEMMEMICH ) ( Crossing the Postmodern Divide, 1992) . (AU %% .
PR AP R BE B ) (Power Failure. Christianity in the Culture of Technology, 2003) |
(HIMEEEH. HHEMEY) (Real American Ethics: Taking Responsibility for Our Country ,
2006) %F; BIOK., BIE, MRK¥ZAMREZRFEARL UM EHRE; BAE, X
Wt B AESEEEBC N,
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mann’s Technology and the Character of Contemporary Life: A Philosophical
Inquiry (1984 ). Borgmann argues that technology contains social, political
and cultural elements, the idea of “paradigm” of technology has its chrono-
logical character, and the “paradigm” of modern technology is the “device
paradigm”. In this article, by analyzing two clear daily cases, Borgmann
brings out the specific notion of “device paradigm” and its major features. In
further discussion, Borgmann stresses the meaning of “device paradigm” by
comparing the technological setting with the pretechnological context with con-
sideration to two objections, so as to raise the distinctive features of the “de-
vice paradigm” into sharper relief. Borgmann contends that the first distinguis-
hing feature of “device paradigm” is the concomitance of radical variability
of means and relative stability of ends. The second is the concealment and un-
familiarity of the means and the simultaneous prominence and availability of
the ends.

Key words Technology The Device Paradigm Machinery of the De-

vices
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X X — 5 AW ) B R AT W, “Technology and Reality,” Man and World 4 (1971): 59 -
69; “Orientation in Technology,” Philosophy Today 16 (1972). 135 - 147; “The Explanation
of Technology,” Research in Philosophy and Technology I (1978 ). 99 - 118, K {U &, F+JE
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@ See Emmanuel G. Mesthene, Technological Change (New York, 1970), p.28.

@ Melvin M. Rotsch, “The Home Environment,” in Technology in Western Civilization, ed. Melvin
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