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Foreword

As this fascinating collection reveals, Chinese have been in New Zealand for as long as many other peoples, since the 1840s in fact.
Many came first as gold miners and traders from a single province — Guangdong — with the intention of only staying temporarily.
Much later, and despite official restrictions on Chinese immigration, they settled with their families throughout the country becoming
shopkeepers, market gardeners and restauranteurs. Some became so successful they changed the way New Zealand did business.
The Chinese contributed much to New Zealand and its early development while still ensuring they and their descendants retained

connections with their home villages in Guangdong.

Today over 170,000 Chinese New Zealanders call New Zealand home. These Chinese New Zealanders contribute significantly, and in
diverse ways, to New Zealand’s society and economy. They also share their culture, contributing a unique strand to the multicultural

fabric of New Zealand.

This book records that rich and varied history through photographs that are both historically important as well as artistic. I congratulate
Phoebe Hairong Li and John B. Turner for their commitment to compiling such an important collection of photographs and for
producing this book and the associated exhibitions. -

The book is a testament to them but also to the long and chequered history of links between our two peoples. Strong friendship between

our peoples is, of course, an essential basis upon which our strong bilateral relationship is built, and upon which it will continue to
grow.

‘ John McKinnon
New Zealand Ambassador to China

Beijing
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Introduction I

Recollections of a distant shore:
a photographic introduction to the history of the Chinese in New Zealand

Phoebe H. Li

The first recorded Chinese immigrant to New Zealand is Appo
Hocton. On 25 October 1842 this cabin steward in his twenties
joined passengers of the migrant ship 7homas Harrison arriving
in Nelson, and became one of its earliest settlers, ending as a
centenarian known for his “industry and respectability”. Today it is

said that about 1,600 New Zealanders are related to him.

Why did Appo Hocton decide to start a new life in a strange land in
the far-away south Pacific? One claimed reason was the captain's
refusal to supply soap for washing his clothes.” We do not know
whether that was his genuine motive for immigration. Nevertheless,
what we do know is that the year 1842 was momentous for both
New Zealand and China, and that might have had a dramatic impact

on many ordinary and humble individuals like Appo.

Appo’s arrival was shortly after the annexation of New Zealand, a
result of the Treaty of Waitangi signed between the British Crown
and Maori, the indigenous people of Aotearoa. The treaty marked
the beginning of large-scale British colonisation, which later meant
generations of grief for many Maori who lost their land forever; but
to those leading British settlement, New Zealand was expected to

become a social laboratory that would establish a “Better Britain™.’

In the Far East the expansion of the British Empire was evinced

by its victory against China during the first Opium War (1839-

1842), and its subsequent rule of Hong Kong due to the Treaty of
Nanjing. Voluminous studies, especially by Chinese historians, have
discussed extensively the catastrophic domino effects of the treaty
on their nation. But within the narrow context of the modern history
of Chinese international migration, Hong Kong's resulting rise may
be perceived in a rather different way. The dramatic rise of Hong
Kong replaced the Canton System (1757-1842) and subsequently
opened up new opportunities to many more adventurous and
ambitious Cantonese fortune seekers and to those who were simply
stuck in the despair of poverty, but now could see hopes. Previously,

such opportunities were reserved for only a few Cokong merchants.

Following the discovery of gold in California in 1848 and in
Victoria in 1851, the world witnessed a vast influx of Cantonese
miners, and later assorted immigrants, embarking from Hong Kong
to seek a better life in the “Gold Mountains™" and the rest of the
Pacific Rim. According to the Hong Kong Harbour Master reports,
by 1939 around 6 millions of Chinese, mostly Cantonese, had left

their homeland.”

Those who arrived in New Zealand, the so-called “New Gold
Mountain”, formed merely a small stream within the massive
wave of Cantonese international migration commencing in the mid
nineteenth century. Nevertheless, this small community typified

many features and experiences of the early Chinese immigrants in



the “Gold Mountains”, which were then dominated by Europeans.

Initially, the Chinese were welcomed. In 1866, 12 experienced
Chinese miners arrived in the Otago goldfields from Victoria,
Australia, at the invitation of the Dunedin Chamber of Commerce,
to rework abandoned claims and deserted mine shafts. Only with
the later staggering increase in the Chinese mining population, and
consequently growing fear and xenophobia among the European
community, did restrictions on Chinese immigration begin to take
shape.

In 1881 New Zealand introduced a tonnage ratio for vessels with
Chinese on board (a maximum of one Chinese passenger per 10
tons of cargo) as well as an entry tax of 10 pounds upon each landed
Chinese. In 1896, the ratio became one passenger per 200 tons of
éargo and the poll-tax was raised to 100 pounds, when the average
annual income in New Zealand was about 41 pounds.” In 1907 an
English-language test was imposed on all Chinese arrivals. Further,
in 1920 the Immigration Restriction Amendment Act implemented
an entry permit system, which empowered Customs officers to deny
Chinese and other “undesirable aliens™ entry or re-entry to New

Zealand without justification.

These legislative means effectively resulted in a diminishing New
Zealand Chinese community that had to battle for its survival.
After the gold rush era, the Chinese took up market gardening and
greengrocery as their primary occupations, with a smaller number

of people operating laundries. The community were predominantly

men, who worked hard and lived frugally, in order to save and send
remittances back to their dependant wives and children left behind

in Guangdong.

It was the Japanese full-scale invasion of China (1937-1945) that
changed the situation completely. During the war, the New Zealand
government granted refugee status to many Chinese women and
children, allowing them to enter the country to reunite with their
husbands and fathers. The costly poll-tax was also abolished
shortly afterwards.” Their arrival was a watershed, marking the
transformation of the New Zealand Chinese community from

transient male sojourners into settled families.

New Zealand’s post-war prosperity and its growing acceptance of
Chinese to a large extent encouraged these once-alienated “other™
people to be integrated into mainstream society. Over the following
decades, the Chinese community remained small, but gradually
stood out with the emergence of many locally trained professionals

such as doctors, lawyers, engineers and teachers.

This almost exclusively Cantonese “model minority” was all of a
sudden shaken by the influx of new immigrants, following the passage
of the 1987 Immigration Act, of which the most notable part was its
nondiscriminatory intent: “Immigrants are now selected on the basis of
personal merit rather than national or ethnic origin. This is a significant
departure from the bias in favour of the British and West Europeans
which had shaped New Zealand migrant flows for almost a century”.”

The act facilitated a surge in Asian immigration to New Zealand of an
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unprecedented scale and speed, which caused a rapid backlash and was
even portrayed as an “Asian Invasion” by the New Zealand media in
the mid 1990s. Ethnic Chinese from Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, mainland China, etc., have together contributed the largest

component to a cohort known as “Asian immigrants”.

Since the arrival of its new members, the New Zealand Chinese
community has thrived over the past 30 years, despite experiencing
unexpected fragmentation and an identity crisis, because the
newcomers originate from various countries and regions, and so
maintain different cultural affiliations and national allegiances.
Multi-layered complexities have also developed within the Chinese
community, with established early settlers and newcomers' disparate
socioeconomic status, mixed religious and belief systems, and
diverse experiences with mainstream New Zealanders including

Europeans and Maori.

The latest census in 2013 shows that New Zealand is now the home
for over 170,000 Chinese, of whom more than a half are recent
migrants from mainland China, about one quarter local-born, and
the rest originate from elsewhere. The Chinese represent around 3.7%
of the New Zealand population of 4.2 million," hand are the second

largest ethnic minority in the country, next only to Maori.

The past of the New Zealand Chinese community has not yet drawn
enough attention from mainstream historians of the country, who
mostly concentrate on the historiography of Europeans and Maori.
Fortunately though, within the Chinese community its collective
and individual memories have been written down by members like
Bickleen Ng Fong, James Ng, Manying Ip, Joe Yue Sing (Zhou
Yaoxing), Henry Chan, Young Tong-Shing (Yang Tangcheng), Lily

Lee, Ruth Lam, Jenny Lee-Morgan, Helen Wong, and more recently
David Fung, Phoebe H. Li and Wayne Wilson-Wong."' Lily Lee
and Wayne Wilson-Wong have also turned their family stories of
migration and integration into motion pictures, which is indeed
a more accessible approach to the history. However, the general
audience in New Zealand may be more familiar with local Chinese
filmmaker Roseanne Liang’s own cross-cultural romance, which she
first screened in her debut documentary Banana in a Nutshell (2005),
and later modified into a feature film My Wedding and Other Secrets
(2011).

An earlier portrayal of the history of New Zealand Chinese in New
Zealand mainstream cinema, ///ustrious Energy (1987), an exquisite
work on Chinese gold miners in the Otago goldfields, has been
neglected for too long. In order to produce it, Leon Narbey, one of New
Zealand's finest artists, consulted the large collection of Presbyterian
missionary Rev. Alexander Don's historical photographs and extensive
archaeological reports by the Otago University team working on those
past digging sites.” The significance of this film lies not only in its re-
creation of the long-gone history, but also in its impressive usage of the
visual records kept by Don’s lens. The film is a good demonstration
of the unique power of outstanding historical photographs, which can
preserve many tangible details and hidden hints that may be illustrated
beyond the capacity of written texts.

I feel privileged to have worked with John B. Turner, one of New
Zealand's leading photographic historians, who has assisted me in
investigating a great range of images that conventional historians
usually have no access to or no wish to look at from a fresh angle.
Such a wider selection of photographs is a prism through which a

complicated history may be perceived and apprehended. Using more



than 100 carefully chosen photographs with both historical and aesthetic
merit, we aim to present to a general audience a visual introduction to

various aspects of the 175 years of Chinese life in New Zealand.

These photographs have formed the basis for exhibitions at the
Overseas Chinese History Museum of China in Beijing from
October 2016 to January 2017, and at the Auckland War Memorial
Museum in New Zealand starting in February 2017. This collection
is far from comprehensive, but [ hope that readers will share my

contemplation of the trajectory of this reoccurring history.

Phoebe H. Li, Auckland, December 2016
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