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Foreword

Stone chimes are the oldest ancient stone
musical instruments in China and an important
medium of Chinese ritual and court music.
They date back to ancient times and carry ut—
mostsignificance. Stone chimes are commonly
paired together with bronze bells as the
sounds produced when they are struck to—
gether were considered by ancient Chinese
literati as the most harmonious on earth.

According to historical studies, stone
chimes first appeared in pre—Xia dynasty. The
earliest stone chimes were largely stones in
crude form, with little or no modification to
the stones except for a hole opening for the
rope to hold the stone in suspension for pro—
ducing sound. They were originally used by
primitive Chinese in music, sacrificial rituals
and burial ceremonies and became prevalent
in Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties.

By Shang dynasty, stone chimes had be—
come an integral music instrument in Chinese
rituals and court music. They were no longer
stones in crude form, but were intricately de—
signed in fine and exquisite details, such as the
“hu xing wen shi te ging” stone chime. There
are broadly two types of stone chimes, namely
teqing and bianging. The uses of different
stone chimes were well defined by Shang dy—
nasty, and no events of national scale were
complete without them. Stone chimes and
bells were used together in all spiritual rituals
and ceremonies, as their harmonious sounds
were at once soft and gentle, yet powertul and
somber. This uniqueness allowed the sounds
created to represent the utmost respect for
gods and ancestors, as well as to influence

obedience and compliance to political parties.

As a Chinese saying goes, fan yin yue tong hu
zheng, meaning all music are linked to poli—
tics.

The popularity of stone chimes as a medi—
um in Chinese rituals and court music peaked
in Zhou dynasty, and fell with the power of
Zhou kings. Although stone chimes were not
as widely used as before, they did not disap—
pear and remained an important medium of
Chinese rituals and court music until the end
of the Spring and Autumn period. By then,
they were increasingly used as a musical in—
strument, with their popularity as a musical
instrument reaching its zenith in Ming dy—
nasty. They remained popular in Qing dynasty
and the first half of the 20th century, although
they were only enjoyed by the privileged
court officials and wealthy scholars. Despite
their popularity, good stone chimes were
hard to find. The best stone chime is the lingbi
stone chime, made from lingbi stones found
in Lingbi, Anhui province. Its clear sound can
not be rivaled by any other stone musical in—
strument. Bai Juyi, a renowned Chinese poet
and Tang dynasty government official, once
lamented that he had no choice but to make
do with the comparatively inferior sound pro—
duced by huayang stone chimes as it was very
difficult to find lingbi stones. By the middle of
Qing dynasty ., lingbi stone mountain had be—
come depleted of lingbi stones.

Every Emperor throughout Chinese dy—
nasties had great appreciation of the melodious
sound produced from stone chimes. Take for
example, Hongwu Emperor who ordered a
lingbi stone chime to be displayed in the

Temple of Culture at the beginning of his



reign in Ming Dynasty so as to educate his
people as well as to continue the tradition of
using stone chimes in Chinese rituals and
court music. The high regard for stone chimes
thus transcended the royalty. Scholars and offi—
cials scoured for stones to make stone chimes,
and used high quality wood such as red sandal—
wood and fragrant rosewood to build the
frame to hang the stone chimes. The smaller
stone chimes were usually displayed on the ta—
bles in the living room, while the bigger ones
as big as the wheels of a vehicle were displayed
on the living room floor. The Chinese ad—
mired stone chimes not just for its beauty and
harmonious sound, but also the sense of nos—
talgia for its rich history.

Despite the multi —purpose uses of stone
chimes in Chinese society, very few pieces of
stone chimes remain today. One of the main
reasons for this is that stone chimes were highly
valued possessions which only royalty and aris—
tocrats were deemed worthy enough to behold.

The stone chimes that remain today were
mostly excavated from ancient tombs. The
biggest and most intricate of them were exca—
vated from the Tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng
in pre—Qin dynasty. The exquisitely designed
large stone chimes were an eye opener and
played an important role in aiding our under—
standing of Chinese ritual and court music in
ancient times.

Today, nine out of ten ancient tombs are
empty, no thanks to tomb thieves. To the un—
trained eyes of tomb thieves, stone chimes
were nothing but stones and hence, only gold
and jade were looted by them. In fact, the
more ancient the stone chimes, the rougher
the workmanship, and the lesser value the
tomb thieves gave them. Most of the stone
chimes were damaged as a result of their reck—
less handling. Many people in this generation
have never seen a stone chime. Unfortunate—
ly, due to the lack of exposure to and knowl—

edge of stone chimes, some modern scholars

‘mistakenly view the Jiahu Gudi or “bone

flutes” as the most ancient musical instrument

in China. Jiahu bone flutes were excavated

from an early Neolithic tomb in Jiahu,

Wuyang County, Henan Province and have

been dated back 8,000 years. Stone chimes

have been dated back even further in time.

For many years, some archeologists have ne—
glected the study of broken stone chimes. not

knowing that they are sitting on a pot of trea—
sures.

The author is an avid antique collector
who has been appraising and authenticating
antiques for thirty years, and is deeply aware
of the rarity of stone chimes which historians
and antique dealers have little knowledge of.
About twenty years ago, the author was col—
lecting ancient lingbi stone chimes when he
chanced upon an ancient book and realized
that lingbi chime stones were not originally
admired for their unique physical appear—
ances, but were instead admired for their u—
nique sound when struck ., as well as the ability
to produce an octave when struck at different
parts.

The rarity of stone chimes became more
apparent to the author as years passed by, De—
spite the surging popularity of the Chincse an—
tique industry, over a decade ago an experi—
enced miscellaneous antique dealer could only
get his hands on one to two chimes within a
year. The author could not believe that such a
rare and valuable antique has not been re—
searched and written about in the global
context. Writing a book on stone chimes to
document this little known antique should
have been a project spearheaded by the Chi—
nese government, however China is a big
country with more urgent and important 15—
sues on hand and has understandably deployed
resources elsewhere. The alternative would be
for wealthy Chinese to provide financial sup—
port to conduct research on stone chimes, un—

fortunately the wealthy Chinese have little

proMmaIog
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knowledge of stone chimes, much less do

something about it. This created a golden op—
portunity for the author to explore this virgin

territory, so he tasked upon himself this heavy

responsibility despite his humble background.

He devoted his time and limited financial re—
sources to research and collect stone chimes so

that he could study them. Despite the chal—
lenges faced, he found joy in the journey. A

notable poet of the Song Dynasty Ouyang Xiu

once said, good things will find their way to

those who like them. This is indeed true for

the author. He managed to amass a collection

of stone chimes dating from Neolithic Age all

through to the first half of the 20th century.

The research on antique encompasses au—
thenticating the physical antique, the ancient
documents and history itself. After researching
thousands of years of stone chimes’ history,
the author is ready to publish the first book on
stone chimes in human history. No one has
written a book on the origins of stone chimes,
its changing role over time, and in particular
its importance in Chinese rituals and court
music. Most of the written documentations in
China on stone chimes thus far are excavation
reports, the rest being articles describing the
physical and technical aspects of stone chimes
in particular the sounds they produce, with
very few articles delving deeper beyond.

The history of stone chimes in China
focuses mainly on the ancient Chinese history
of stone chimes. Since this is the first book on
stone chimes, the author included many vi—
sual materials on stone chimes and its acces—
sories. The book begins at prehistoric China,
taking the reader from Xia, Shang, Zhou dy—
nasties to the end of Qing dynasty, explaining
the historical documents of stone chimes and
the different uses and functons of stone
chimes in each period. The book also docu—
ments the history and special characteristics of
frames and suspension chords that are integral
to the usage and display of stone chimes.

The author has deep respect for history,

and upholds the highest moral standards in
collecting authentic artifacts and doing due
diligence in authenticating research materials.
He documents his research accurately and
meticulously with the hope of creating a book
that can be used as a reference book and as a
Chinese art and antique appreciation book.

The challenge of writing this book lies
with historical records that are scarce and
vague. Most of the stone chimes that remain
today are in the hands of the Chinese govern—
ment, museums, temples and private collec—
tors. Unfortunately, the visual materials re—
leased by the Chinese government are mostly
unclear and fail to meet the image quality re—
quirements of the publisher to be included in
the book. It is also impossible to access these
stone chimes without special permission from
the Chinese government. The remaining
stone chimes are scattered in museums and
temples all over the world, making these
stone chimes even more difficult to trace and
research on.

Publishing The history of stone chimes
in China itself is a milestone. No other musi—
cal instruments played a more important role
in Chinese history and culture than stone
chimes. Unfortunately,stone chimes have
somehow fallen through the cracks of litera—
ture on Chinese history, Chinese culture,
Buddhism, ancient music instruments etc.
Hopefully, this book will fill in the void and
re —ignite the interest in the study of stone
chimes.

With extensive research and modern vi—
sual images, this book is at the same time
nostalgic and new. This is an important study
material for anyone looking to study Chinese
traditional culture, history, music, and an—

tique.

Lim Rong Ying
Singapore
May 2016
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