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MESSAGE

'The common project ‘Treasures of Ancient Egypt and Early China collected in Berlin and Shanghai'is an outstanding mission in many
ways. For the first time, a thematic comparison between the cultures of Ancient China and Ancient Egypt has been carried out
for the period between the 4th millennium BC and the 2nd century AD. In sections such as “writing’, “forms of government’
“beliefs’, daily life" and “funerary cult’, archaeological objects are directly compared with one another. The study is based on more
than 360 objects from the Shanghai Museum and the Egyptian Museum Berlin as well as one masterpiece from the Xuzhou
Museum. Among the most spectacular comparisons within this publication there is an ancient Egyptian mummy case from
the 8th century BC and a jade robe from the Han Dynasty — both manufactured to cover and protect the deceased body of an

important representative of their era.

This ambitious project should mark the beginning of a long-term cooperation between the Shanghai Museum and the Staatliche

Museen zu Berlin (National Museums in Berlin), which will be continued with a variety of projects and exchange programmes.

Encompassing 15 museums and approximately 5.3 million objects from all regions of the world and all periods of human history,
the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin represent one of the biggest and most important universal museums in the world. They house
the whole range of artefacts which the creative virtuosity of humankind has created from pre- and protohistory to present time
ranging from prehistoric excavations, archaeological findings and Western art to art from the Americas, Asia and the Pacific Rim.
With its four research branches - the Gipsformerei (Replica Workshop), the Rathgen-Forschungslabor (Rathgen Research
Laboratory), the Institut fiir Museumsforschung (Institute for Museum Research) and the Zentralarchiv (Central Archive) -
the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin in their entirety provide the best environment for an intensive and fruitful cooperation with the
Shanghai Museum, which offers a thorough insight into Chinese art and culture. We are looking forward to common activities

now and in the future.

We extend our warmest thanks for this outstanding cooperation to our colleagues and partners from the Shanghai Museum.
May this comprehensive publication help to give many inspiring insights and great enjoyment into the history of two of the most

advanced ancient cultures: by name ‘Ancient China’ and Ancient Egypt”.

Prof. Dr. Michael Eissenhauer Prof. Dr. Friederike Seyfried
Director General of Staatliche Museen zu Berlin Director of Agyptisches Museum & Papyrussammlung
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MESSAGE

Despite over thousands of miles’ distance, ancestors living in ancient Egypt and China had both commonness and individualities

in their reflection and perspective on such significant issues as kingship and forms of government, ritual system and beliefs, life

and death, and etc.

During early times, the Egyptian and Chinese civilizations emerged and developed respectively in Africa and Asia. The relatively
enclosed Nile basin somewhat contributed to the unification of ancient Egypt and the stability of its cultural tradition. After the
pre-historic Badari and Nagada cultures, the ancient Egypt went through a dynastic period of over 3000 years, and thus gave birth
to one of the earliest and longest ancient civilizations in the world. While in ancient China, people lived with pottery wares and
expressed their primitive worship with jade artefacts ever since the pre-historic period. And the following pre-Qin era witnessed a
period of dynastic successions, vassal confrontations and artistic diversity. In the year of 221 BC, the Emperor of Qin state ousted
all its rivals to establish the first unified and power-centralized state in Chinese history. Thereafter, the Han dynasty succeeded the
Qin dynasty’s constitution and laid the foundation for a multi-ethnic great empire. The Chinese civilization became the unique

extant and everlasting ancient civilization in today’s world.

'The catalogue Treastres of Ancient Egypt and Early China collected in Berlin and Shanghai is one of the fruits of the comparative study
under the cooperation between the Shanghai Museum and the National Museums in Berlin. It juxtaposes the precious artefacts
from the Egyptian Museum and Papyrus Collection with the representative Chinese masterpieces from the Neolithic times till
the Han dynasty collected by the Shanghai Museum. We tried to break the conventional regional barrier and expand the scope of
comparative study. It is expected to help the readers explore the origin and evolvement of the two civilizations in a comparative

way.

I sincerely wish that the catalogue can ignite the public’s interests on ancient Egyptian and Chinese civilizations, and foster the
in-depth comparative study on world ancient civilizations. Meanwhile, it is also expected to intensify the academic exchanges

between China and Germany:

Yang Zhigang
Director, Shanghai Museum
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INTRODUCTION

China and Egypt, whose civilizations both originated from great rivers, are well renowned for their profound and long
histories. For thousands of years, both civilizations followed different developmental trajectory to form their distinctive cultural

characteristics. With coexisting commonness and differences, they are both esteemed as pioneers of human civilizations.

With primitive scripts making ideas visible and language spreading, the humans embarked on their way towards higher
civilizations. Throughout the ages, the ever-changing forms of government synchronized with the evolving private beliefs. And
the ancestors’ unswerving pursuit for immortality was presented in aesthetic concepts, modeling characteristics and artistic forms

in daily life and funerary cult in ancient China and Egypt.

The catalogue Treasures of Ancient Egypt and Early China collected in Berlin and Shanghai is organized around five themes as writing,
forms of government, beliefs, daily life and funerary cult to launch a dialogue between the two civilizations with a longer, wider

and deeper perspective, so as to shed light on their origins, evolvement and transition.

Despite the scarce interactions between ancient Egypt and China in history, we can, at present, put the two together in the
context of world ancient civilizations. We hope that this catalogue will not only bring about a cross-cultural symphony and

dialogue over time and space, but also foster a group of everlasting topics and a boundless reverie.
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