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Geoffrey Chaucer RFEE - 778

Memorable Lines:

“Thanne is it wisdom, (“Then is it wisdom,)

as it thynketh me, (as it seems to me,)

To maken vertu of necessitee” (To make a virtue of necessity”)

—— The Canterbury Tales(from “The knight’s tale”)

NHERABEMFTRE,

MNRTE,
RELE.

— FR( R TR EEN R HEHHE

1 About the Author fER &N

Geoffrey Chaucer (1300?7—1400), the founder of
English poetry, was born in a prosperous wine merchant”’s
home in London, and is said to have studied at Oxford and
Cambridge. And he began his career as a page in a
nobleman’ s household. In 1359 he accompanied the
English army to France and was taken prisoner on one of
the campaigns of the Hundred Year’ s War. On his
return, he married Philippa, a maid of honour to the
queen and relative of John of Gaunt, the Duke of

Lancaster, who became his patron. In 1367 he entered the

service of King Edward [l , who sent him to the Continent on diplomatic missions.

Then in 1373 he received the post of a controller of Customs in the port of London.

He had to work in the Customs House all day long, and only night time was left to

him to write poems. However, he went through some ups and downs in 1386. After

elected Member of Parliament, he was dismissed from his office as controller in the

1



RO, fAPABYIES JROID)D UBOWIULLS PUD YOPRGS P SLUIPDYL SUNDIOL, )

EE ER R e

same year. Then he experienced some years of poverty. In 1389, he was granted some
pension by the new king Henry IV. The poet died on the 25" of October 1400 and was

buried in Westminster Abbey, thus founding the “Poets’ Corner”.

2 About the Works {ES2#ER

Chaucer’s creative works reflected the life and society in his age vividly. The
foundations of the feudal system had already begun to crumble. The people’s uprising
in 1388 destabilized the feudalism. The glory of the Catholic Church was on the
wane. England was on the brink of a great historical change. And it was at the
historical moment of the European Renaissance. The poet was attracted to the
European literary works very much, as he translated some from French poems like
The Romaunt of the Rose ({3 4% #)), and adapted some from the Italian like
Troilus and Criseyde ({ ¥ Z 5 WHiPii5)). In his late years he began to write
creatively in English with his own choice of subject, grasp of character, diction and
plot, The Canterbury Tales ({3XFF{H & #(F £ )) included. And Chaucer’s verse has
also been renowned for its humor, understanding of human character and innovations

in poetic vocabulary and meter,

3 selected Reading &k iE
Introduction PJ % R

The Canterbury Tales is Chaucer’ s masterpiece and one of the monumental
works in English literature.

The whole poem is a collection of stories told by pilgrims to the Canterbury Tales
in an early spring. It opens with a general prologue which is a splendid masterpiece of
realistic portrayal, where we are told of a company of pilgrims that gathered at
Tabard Inn in Southwark, a suburb of London. They are on their way to the shrine of
St. Thomas Becket at Canterbury. The 30 pilgrims including Chaucer himself set out
together with the Inn keeper, who proposed that each pilgrim should tell two tales on
the way to the Canterbury and two more on the way back. The best story-teller shall
be treated with a fine supper at the general expense at the end. According to
Chaucer’s plan, there should be 124 stories in total. And unfortunately only 24 tales
were written. Though incomplete as they are, these tales demonstrate a strikingly
brilliant and picturesque panorama of Chaucer’s time and his country.

The prologue, which contains a group of vivid sketches of many typical medieval
characters, provides a framework for the tales. All classes of the English feudal
society, except the royalty and the poorest peasant, are represented by these thirty
pilgrims. They range from the knight, squire and prioress to the drunken cook and
humble plowman. There are also a doctor, a lawyer, monks, nuns, priests, a
summoner, a sailor, a miller, a carpenter, a yeoman, an Oxford scholar and the Wife

2
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of Bath, the owner of a large cloth factory. Every character is drawn with the
accuracy of a portrait. It is no exaggeration to say that the Prologue supplies a

miniature of the English society in Chaucer’s time.
Excerpt i%E:

(Here chosen is the modern English translation by Theodore Morrison for

Chaucer’s original metrical form, the heroic couplet, is used. )
General Prologue

As soon as April pierces to the root
The drought of March, and bathes each bud and shoot
Through every vein of sap with gentle showers;
5  When zephyrs® have breathed softly all about
Inspiring every wood and field to sprout,
And in the zodiac® the youthful sun
His journey halfway through the Ram has run;
When little birds are busy with their song
10 Who sleep with open eyes the whole night long
Life stirs their hearts and tingles in them so,
Then off as pilgrims people long to go,
And palmers to set out for distant strands
And foreign shrines renowned in many lands.
15 And specially in England people ride
To Canterbury from every countryside
To visit there the blessed martyred saint®
Who gave them strength when they were sick and faint.
In Southwark at the Tabard one spring day
20 It happened, as I stopped there on my way,
Myself a pilgrim with a heart devout
Ready for Canterbury to set out,
At night came all of twenty-nine assorted

Travelers, and to that same inn resorted,

@O Zephyrs: gentle breeze, west wind. Fi X,

@ Zodiac: a diagram used by astrologers to represent the positions of the planets and stars. It is divided into
twelve sections, each of which has its own name and symbol. The zodiac is used to try to calculate the influence of
the planets on people’s lives. (/5 2 Hf)) &4

® Martyred saint: saint killed for the sake of principle, here it refers to St. Thomas Becket (1119 or 1120—
1170), former archbishop in Canterbury. He is venerated as a saint and martyr by both the Catholic Church and the
Anglican Communion. He engaged in conflict with Henry [[ , King of England over the rights and privileges of the
Church and was murdered by followers of the king in Canterbury Cathedral. ## & A
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25 Who by a turn of fortune chances to fall
In fellowship together, and they were all
Pilgrims who had it in their minds to ride
Towards Canterbury. The stables doors were wide,
The rooms were large, and we enjoyed the best,
30 I had so talked with each that presently
I was a member of their company
And promised to rise early the next day
To start, as I shall show, upon our way.
But none the less, while I have time and space,
35 Before this tale has gone a further pace,
1 should in reason tell you the condition
Of each of them, his rank and his position,
And also what array they all were in;
And so then, with a knight I will begin.
118 There was also a nun, a prioress
Whose smile was gentle and full of guilelessness.
120 “By St. Loy!®” was the worst oath she would say.
She sang mass well, in a becoming way,
Intoning through her nose the words divine,
And she was known as Madame Eglantine®,
She spoke good French, as taught at Stratford-Bow®
125 For the Parisian French she did not know.
She was schooled to eat so primly and so well
That from her lips no morsel ever fell.
She wet her fingers lightly in the dish
Of sauce, for courtesy was her first wish.
130 With every bite she did her skillful best
To see that no drop fell upon her breast.
She always wiped her upper lip so clean

That in her cup was never to be seen

@ By St. Loy: better known as Saint Eligius(c. 588—1 December 660) is the patron saint of goldsmiths,
other metalworkers, and coin collectors. Eligius was chief counsellor to Dagobert [ , Merovingian king of France.
Eligius worked for twenty years to convert the pagan population of Flanders to Christianity.

® Eglantine: sweetbriar, here it is a name for female. ¥ i #%

@ Stratford-Bow: a convent of Benedictine nuns established at the nearby Priory of St Leonards, in modern
Bromley-by-Bow. Geoffrey Chaucer immortalized this Priory in his Canterbury Tales as * Stratford-atte-Bowe”

originally.
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A hint of grease when she had drunk her share,
She reached out for her meat with comely air.
She was a great delight, and always tried

To imitate court ways, and had her pride,
Both amiable and gracious in her dealings.

As for her charity and tender feelings,

She melted at whatever was piteous.

She would weep if she but came upon a mouse
Caught in a trap, if it were dead of bleeding.
Some little dogs that she took pleasure feeding
On roasted meat or milk or good wheat bread
She had, but now she wept to find one dead
Or yelping from a blow that made it smart,
And all was sympathy and loving heart.

Neat was her wimple in its every plait,

Her nose well formed, her eyes as gray as slate.

Her mouth was very small and soft and red.
She had so wide a brow I think her head

Was nearly a span broad, for certainly

She was not undergrown, as all could see.

She wore her cloak with dignity and charm,
And had her rosary about her arm,

The small beads coral and the larger green,
And from them hung a brooch of golden sheen,
On it a large A and a crown above;

Beneath, “All things are subject unto love. ”

Appreciation {£5h ¥ bt
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4 unique Writing Tactics E{Ei5&

7T 58 P U (6 B KR, 52 B B KR S0 2 B % i B B R ) R EL T R 0 )
EARFEERFR P . ERHRHAT T EREO (=T T A HHEIH Rk
(heroic couplet) 5 jf,.

Heroic couplet refers to poems constructed from a sequence of rhymed pairs (aa,
bb, cc, and so on) of iambic pentameter (FLE 4% #%) lines. The adjective “heroic”
was applied in the later seventeenth century because of the frequent use of such
couplets in heroic (that is, epic) poems and in heroic dramas. This verse form was
introduced into English poetry by Geoffrey Chaucer (in The Legend of Good Women
and most of The Canterbury Tales), and has been in constant use ever since.

From the age of John Dryden through that of Samuel Johnson, the heroic couplet
was the predominant English measure for all the poetic kinds; some poets, including

Alexander Pope, used it almost to the exclusion of other meters.

5 Comparison with Similar Literary Works 2837 ¥ 5%

BEAKXBFAETUFE)5HEMEMCT HR) (Decameron, 1348—1353) 7£ & i
EERAERGHARAERE L, BENECZE MR TR 2B M ™M &
WE AR B A P RN SCE ORI S 5 BB S Z AR T HAER UM E R EBMFF6E, L2
550 . FHIR 7 IEA W ED BEBICH S 10 MBT AL B B U — T F — RO F/EM .

HW, “BREXFZZXFEEKBFEELFER)EF P E WA HAR A TYE
HAKHEENZN, N REERG REEINNER . “YNUANEREBET/ A
WHIARA,/ IR T 2285 b 3h T AN,/ BB EE -7, BN E ¥
B4%. i 20 42 A IEEEF (T, S. Elio) 7E(TEIR « SEH RNk, IHEH.
“April is the cruelest month, breeding/ Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing/ Memory
and desire, stirring / Dull roots will spring rainss««-- P(1—4) (“UHRERZEZK—
H. b/ KETH . BEMZMKE/ BEE &, LiLEM/ AR AR LR 6 5918 2F
------ "o XM ATHRARREZMAG” AEEE T MANEZEL . BRT
5 5HER, BB R TARAEE P ARABAFAEMBN AN, NI h2iFE FEA.

6 Questions for Discussion T 5B =

(1) How do you understand the portrait of the prioress?

(2) Recite at least one Chinese poem to describe spring and compare.

7 Cultural Extension {LIGE

(1) Humanism( A 3 F ¥ )is a philosophical and ethical stance that emphasizes the
value and agency of human beings, individually and collectively, and generally prefers
critical thinking and evidence (rationalism, empiricism) over acceptance of dogma or

superstition. Generally humanism refers to a perspective that affirms some notion of

6
e_—



human freedom and progress. Coined in the sixteenth century, the word humanism
became to be applied to the view of human nature, the general values, and the
educational ideas common to many Renaissance humanists, as well as to a number of
later writers in the same tradition.

FFEMSCEBERA A E . A SCE R 2  E B i s F X A8
PR SRR EE R A RERE, &, KB B FEM A RN EEHR
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William Shakespeare B - T

Memorable Lines:

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players:
They have their exits and their entrances;
And one man in his time plays many parts.
——William Shakespeare (from As You Like It)

BOMERE-—EES,
BrAWEE XA AZRERET !
AT A L3 oy ot A T 37 o B R
—MA—EEREHFNLHAE,
—RE P ELHICEAKED

1 About the Author fEZR &N

William Shakespeare (1564—1616 ), one of the
greatest in all English authors, was born on April 23,
1564, in  Stratford-on-Avon, a small town in

Warwickshire., His father, John Shakespeare, dealt with

AL /1 TEUIPREYS PRI i

trade in gloves, leathern articles, wool and hides (& ).
At the age of seven young Shakespeare was sent to the
local grammar school which he attended for six years.
Besides reading and writing he picked up some Latin and

Greek there. When he was about fourteen years old, he

left school to help support his family as a schoolmaster in

the country.

In 1582 Shakespeare got married with Anne Hathaway, a farmer’s daughter,

Vyfx)/” ,ﬂn(’ﬂ')la_??‘ ]‘HOWVD}); ll/DOblolllF Pll/ﬂ
Fos B0 3RO gk e

who was eight years older than her husband, and they had three children together.

8
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Shakespeare arrived in London in the year of 1586 or 1587, when the drama was
rapidly gaining popularity among the people. There is a legendary story about the
reason Shakespeare left home, according to which, he poached(ffi}&)on the lands of a
certain Sir Thomas Lucy, a rich landlord. He got caught by the keepers and severely
punished (whipped and imprisoned, it was said). Shakespeare avenged himself by
composing a satirical ballad, which became so popular that Sir Lucy was enraged and
redoubled his persecution. At last Shakespeare was compelled to leave Stratford and
seek refuge in London.

In London after going through some hardships, he was known to have been an
actor and playwright and a shareholder of a theatre later when he proved himself to be
a practical and just man. His activities as a dramatist, poet, actor and proprietor,
lasted till the year of 1612 when he retired from the stage and returned to Stratford.
The great writer died on April 23, 1616.

2 About the Works {ES2#ER

For more than 25 years Shakespeare had been associated with the best theatres of
England. After several years of apprenticeship in dramatic art, he produced 37 plays,
two narrative poems and 154 sonnets during the twenty-two years of his literary
career. His literary work may be divided into three major periods: the first period
from 1590 to 1600, the second period from 1601 to 1608, and the third from 1609
to 1612.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream ({({hEHZ%)), The Merchant of Venice ((BJE
A A)), As You Like It ((& KK E)), and Twel fth Night ({(% + %)) have
been considered Shakespeare’ s four great comedies. In them he depicted young
people’s life. He sang of their youth, love and ideal of happiness. The victory of
their humanist ideal is inevitable, though it is to be attained only after severe struggle
against all obstacles. The heroes and heroines fight against destiny itself and mould
their own fate according to their own free will. As becoming the sons and daughters
of the Renaissance, they trust not in God or King but in themselves, and their efforts
are crowned with success. The general spirit is optimism.

Hamlet ({P& 1} B ¥¥ ), Othello ({ B FEH ), King Lear ((ZE /K E)), and
Macbeth ((F 3 H ») have been regarded as Shakespeare’s four great tragedies. At
that period, the cooperation between the crown and the rising bourgeoisie, which was
the basis of the Elizabeth’s regime, was over. The economic and social crises which
began at the end of Elizabeth [’s reign continued right up to the English Revolution
(in 1640). Shakespeare exposes the social contradictions of general unrest at that time
penetratingly.

There are also about ten histories (or historical plays) (JJ 2 El) , such as Richard
N (EE ), Henry N (FF| ), Henry V (FF| H ) and so on. They show the

9
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horrors of civil war, the responsibility of an efficient ruler, and the importance of
legitimate succession to the throne. The principle idea of these plays is the necessity
for national unity under one king.

His other comedies, like The Winter’s Tale ({ & KB #H ), Tempest ({ F X

M) and so on are sometimes called his “romances”

or tragic-comedy. These plays
portray a wide range of tragic events, pathetic emotions, and difficult conditions, but
they all end in reconciliation and reunion and emphasize upon a renewal of hope that
comes from repentance and forgiveness, together with a faith in the younger
generation, who by love will heal the wounds inflicted in the past.

Shakespeare also created some popular long narrative poems, such as Venus and

Adonis (4egi 8 52 JE 7)) sand The Rape of Lucrece ((B Wi % Bic)), and a

collection of 154 sonnets, commonly thought to be written between 1593 and 1599.

3 selected Reading &&=k i%

(1) Drama

Introduction PN %41
Hamlet, written in 1601—1602 and published in 1603, is regarded to be the

summit of Shakespeare’s creative works. It was adapted from some old sources of
Prince Amleth which can be traced to the 12" century, while the medieval Danish
story assumed new meanings and significance under Shakespeare’s pen. Hamlet is the
profoundest expression of Shakespeare’ s humanism and his criticism of social life at
that time,

The action of the play is set up in Denmark. The sudden death of the King of
Denmark gives his brother Claudius a chance to succeed the crown as the new king,
who marries the late king’ s widowed queen Gertrude within two months. Grief-
stricken Prince Hamlet, son of the late king, returns home from the University of
Wittenberg, suspecting foul play on the part of his uncle Claudius. Then his father’s
ghost appears to him at the castle of Elsinor, and confirms Hamlet’s suspicion. The
ghost adds that Claudius was guilty not only of murder(i{ ) but also of incest(F.1&)
and adultery GE ). l

He should undertake to avenge the murder on his Uncle Claudius, But the introspective
(N4 1Y) prince debates with himself the problem of whether or not to carry out the ghost’s
commands, for fearing that it might have been a devil sent to torment him. To numb
Claudius’ vigilance, Hamlet pretends to go mad. However, his madness is taken by the
garrulous old chamberlain(‘E Z & B ) Polonius to be an emotional disturbance resulted from
lovesickness for his daughter Ophelia. At the moment of his constant uncertainty and
melancholy, a company of actors visits the castle and Hamlet seizes the chance to discover
whether Claudius is guilty by having the players enact a play resembling the late king’s

10
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