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Medial Axis of Beijing City
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Beijing, an ancient city with over 3,000
years of history, has served as the capital
for the Jin Dynasty (Kin), Yuan Dynasty,
Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty. Beijing
was named Zhongdu during the Jin Dynasty
(Kin), and a north-south medial axis was put
in place by the Jin rulers. Beijing witnessed

many changes in the past hundreds of
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years, yet the basic structure of the medial
axis remains the same, so are most of main
buildings along the line.

The medial axis of Beijing is a clue
not only to the city’s layout, but also to its
history. The importance of the axis can be
seen from the strict symmetry of city walls,
temples, bazaars and streets. Buildings on
both sides of the axis are like ever-growing
branches and leaves while the axis itself is
like the tree trunk, providing nutrition for
the whole city.

This book shows in detailed words
and pictures the ancient and modern
signature buildings on the medial axis
from Yongdingmen Gate in the south to
the Bell and Drum Towers in the north so
that readers can learn about the structures
on the medial axis and better appreciate
the traditional culture and charisma of this

famous historical city.
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Ancient Capital on Medial Axis
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The philosophy of centralization and neutrality has been prevailing
in China for five thousand years. Centralization, neutrality and
symmetry are important elements of Chinese Style. For quite a long
time, such traditional design has been applied to the construction
of ancient capitals, among which the arrangement of Beijing city
has given a great expression to the philosophy of centralization

and symmetry. Nowadays, Beijing city is located on a medial axis
stretching about 7.8 kilometers from north to south.
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With a history of over 3,000 years,
Beijing has served as the capital city
for more than 850 years, including the
Jin Dynasty (also known as Kin, 1115-
1234), Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368), Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911).

The earliest recorded name of
Beijing is Ji, a city established in
1045 B.C. and located at the area of
Guang’anmen in present Beijing. In the
early Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770 B.C.-
256 B.C.), Ji became the capital city of

o BIREAST

BB L WA TIERT RIVMGRATLE,
E1995F AL ZIEREHI04A0FMEEM.
Monument of Ji City

The Monument of Ji City is in Binhe Park,
Guang'anmen Outer Street, Beijing and was put up
in 1995 to celebrate the 3040th anniversary of the
establishment of Beijing city.
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the State Yan and was named Yandu or
Yanjing. As Yan was only a small vassal
state of the Zhou Dynasty, so the city Ji
could not be counted as a capital city.

Ji city enjoyed abundant products and
was a hub for exchanges between north
and south. After Qin Shihuang conquered
the other six Warring States, he
established a Jixian County here to serve
as the seat of Guangyang Commandery,
one of the 36 commanderies of the Qin
Dynasty (221 B.C.-206 B.C.). It had
been a trade center for Han Chinese
and northeastern minorities to exchange
needed goods from the third century B.C.
to the last years of the Tang Dynasty
(618-907). During the Tang Dynasty,
Ji was under the governance of the
prefectural-province of Youzhou, and was
called the City of Youzhou. In late Tang
Dynasty, the city became an important
defense frontier of Han Chinese against
the rising northeastern minorities. With
the decline of the Tang Dynasty and
the rise of the Five Dynasties Period,
Youzhou fell into the hands of the
Khitan people, one of the northeastern
minorities. The Khitan people founded
the Khitan Empire in 907, which was
later known as the Liao Dynasty (907-

1125). Youzhou was occupied, elevated
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Portrait of Kublai Khan

Kublai Khan (1215-1294) is the founder of the
Yuan Dynasty. He spent his life on expeditions and
established a vast and unified multi-ethnic country.
Like his grandfather Genghis Khan, Kublai is the
founder of the glorious history of the Mongolians as
well as an excellent Mongolian statesman and military
strategist.

immediately as a secondary capital and
renamed as Nanjing, also known as the
Yanjing.

Nanjing didn’t see any major urban
construction during the Liao Dynasty.
The city was occupied by the Jurchens
when they established the Jin Dynasty
(Kin, 1115 -1234) and was renamed
Zhongdu in 1153 when it became the
capital city. Massive city expansion was
carried out on the basis of the original
structure. The Jin increased the size of the
city by extending it eastward, westward,
and southward and built luxurious
palaces with gardens in front of the city
center. Mongolian leader Genghis Khan
conquered Zhongdu in 1215. The city
upgraded less than 100 years ago was

destroyed, losing its palaces to the flames



I 184F A 2 ¥R I ST R #R, JTK
e A BAE LS E T &
PIH LR

TR i T ABUA R R G
fEEEBIHIN, ATFTRIREGEEM
Rl 5 Al B S A R ST A0 B RS K
AR RSN R EIL AT
PO E BORIR T B X
FLE B LR BL T A B A

of war. Decades later, Kublai Khan, the
grandson of Genghis Khan, decided to
strengthen his control of northern and
central China and expand his influence
in the south, so he moved the capital in
the grasslands of Mongolia down south.
He chose Yanjing as the new location
and ordered to build a new capital city
near the northeast of Zhongdu. This new
city was the capital Dadu of the Yuan
Dynasty, the construction of which
started in 1267 and lasted for 18 years.
The structure of Dadu laid the initial
foundation for today’s Beijing city.

Liu Bingzhong, a statesman of the
Yuan Dynasty, was the principal designer
of the overall layout of the city, his
student Guo Shoujing was responsible

for the drainage system construction
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Commemorative Que of Palace Site of the Jin
Dynasty (Kin)

A 12-meter high Commemorative Que of Palace
Site of the Jin Dynasty (Kin) was put up south of the
Monument of Ji City in the Binhe Park in 2003 to mark

the 850th anniversary of Beijing serving as the capital
city.
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Scenery of Shichahai
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and the architect Yeheidie’er of the Hui
nationality was in charge of design of
the palaces and other main buildings.
The construction of the city reflected the
highest achievements of ancient Chinese
urban planning and was referred to by
Edmund Bacon, a noted American urban
planner, as “possibly the greatest single
work of man on the face of the earth”.
The capital Dadu was located at
the original site of Resort Palace of the

Jin Dynasty (Kin) in the northeast of
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Zhongdu. The site was on the east coast
of a body of water in the northeast of
Zhongdu, and was chosen mainly for
its abundance of water and ideal terrain,
which can help solve the water shortage
problem that had long plagued Beijing
area. The body of water is today’s
Shichahai and Three Seas of Nanhai
(south sea), Zhonghai (middle sea) and
Beihai (north sea).

Dadu city walls divided into three
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AFILRHEETABHEN HERY, HTE£HHNEILEAR.
Comparison of Locations of Zhongdu City in the Jin Dynasty (Kin, 1115-1234)
and Beijing City in the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368-1911)

Beijing city of the Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty was built on the basis of Dadu city of the
Yuan Dynasty and was located to the northeast of Zhongdu of the Jin Dynasty (Kin).
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Layout of Dadu of the Yuan Dynasty

The medial axis of Dadu starts from Lizheng Gate in the south of the city, runs through the Thousand-
step Corridor, Lingxing Gate (front gate of Imperial Palace), Guozhou Bridge, Chongtian Gate (front gate
of Palace City), Great Ming Gate, Hall of Great Ming, Gate of Prolonging Spring, Pavilion of Prolonging
Spring, Houzai Gate, Palace Garden, Houzaihong Gate and Wanning Bridge (i.e. Back Door Bridge) to the
Centre Pavilion.
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parts: the Greater City (Dacheng), the
Imperial City (Huangcheng) and the
Palace City (Gongcheng). The Greater
City was also called the Outer City
(Waicheng), and it was a rectangle-
shaped district with longer north-south
distance. The Imperial City was built on
the medial axis of the center platform in
the middle of southern Greater City. The
rectangle-shaped Palace City was later

known as the Forbidden City, and was

TABBIERUAFRETAH LR FBELERYN, £KIAE, EREETHRARX
BFRAE, RAEBRBREF . ESRERE. RRELEIET 4.
Sculptures in the Yuan Dynasty Dadu City Wall Relics Park

Dadu City Wall Relics Park is built on the site of Tucheng of Dadu and is 9 kilometers long. It is the largest
linear park in the city proper and is used to preserve historical site, improve the environment and provide

scenic spot for tourists.
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Stone Tablet of Misty Trees in Jimen

In the last years of the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming
army captured Dadu and moved the north city wall
5 Li(2500 meters) to the south, and as a result, the
walls to the north of Xizhimen area on the western
part of Dadu were abandoned. Trees started to
grow on the ruins and the scene was known as
Misty Trees in Jimen. It was well-known at the time
and was one of the Eight Views of Yanjing (former
name of Beijing), but the scene has long gone.
This stone tablet is about 3 meters high and has
the characters Misty Trees in Jimen handwritten by
Emperor Qianlong inscribed on its obverse side.

located in the southeast of the Imperial
City. The design of Dadu followed the
principle of “ancestral temples on the left,
god temples on the right, palaces in the
front, and markets in the rear” recorded in
the article Kaogong Ji (Record of Trades)
in Zhouli (Rites of Zhou). The Imperial
City was located to the south of the city
center and to its south and southeast was
the district for government offices. The
downtown area was in the north around
Jishuitan, with the Imperial Ancestral
Temple to its left (east) and Altar of
Land and Grain to its right (west). The
entire capital city was well-structured
with symmetrical layout and tidy streets
running east-west and north-south. There
were two axes in the design of Dadu:
one was located inside the Imperial City
and centered on the Hall of Yitian (honor
the heaven) in front of the of Island of
Qionghua (gorgeous jade) as required by
Kublai; the other one connected the Hall
of Great Ming (Damingdian), Pavilion of
Prolonging Spring (Yanchunge) and the
Corridor of Thousand-step (Qianbulang),
extended throughout the city and served
as the country’s administrative center.
The second axis was preserved in the
Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty and

used as the political centerline for as long



