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Abstract

Researching on the Cultural Gene of Chinese Military
Thinking is a brand new and cross-discipline subject. The
previous researching efforts have always laid their emphasis
on clearing Chinese military thinking’s developing process and
studying the realistic issues about it, while paid little attention
to studying it from the perspective of culture yet, let alone from
the perspective of the cultural gene. The existing analyzing
methods cut Chinese military thinking into several independent
time-phases; there are little transverse connection lies between
those essential time-phases. By those means, it is difficult to
answer the question of why there were some phenomena came
out repeatedly in several time-phases. Furthermore, are there
any deep-seated elements limiting the development of China’s
contemporary military thinking except for the elements, such as
economy, society, political systems, etc? Researching it from the
perspective of cultural gene can solve the doubts mentioned above.

As the deep framework of culture , the cultural gene,
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consisited of Values and thinking modes, is the basic unit of
cultural genetic information. To research the inheriting and
mutating process can help to identify those essential elements
which have dramatically influenced Chinese military thinking in
different history periods. Only by finding the root of this issue,
can we find its break point. For developing and innovating of
China’s contemporary military thinking, it is very important to
find those essential elements which are restricting or hindering
its healthy development, to find the mature laws of modifying the
culture genes, and then, to eliminate or mitigate their negative
effect.By this way, we can push forward the healthy and rapid
development of China’s national defense and military, and
provide safety guarantee for realizing the target of “great revival”
and the dream of a strong nation.

This dissertation includes five parts. The first part, through
an analogy to the biologic genes, defines the implications
of cultural genes, and generalizes the basic law lying in the
evolution process of cultural gene. The second part summaries
and analyzes the influences posed by the culture genes of Chinese
military thinking to the traditional military art and science. These
include the following conclusions: the ethical egoism made our
concept of war lays emphasis on the moral principles; the study
model of complying with the classics restricted the innovative
development of traditional military art and science; the value
of appreciating strategy while taking technology lightly made
traditional militarists pay more attentions to the use of strategy

and little attentions to the use of technologies; the integration of
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military art and science with confucian made traditional military
art and science lose the opportunity of independent developing.

The third part elaborates the influences posed by the
inheriting and mutating process of the cultural gene of Chinese
military thinking to the modern China’s military thinking. These
include the following conclusions: the stubborn moral value
hindered an overall development of modern china’s military
thinking; the input of the West cultural gene speeded the pace of
modern china’s military reform; the reform model of “traditional
Chinese values aided with the western ideology” posed dual
influence on the modern China’s military thinking. The fourth part
analyzes how the communist party of China made a successful
reform on the culture gene of Chinese military thinking and made
the Mao Zedong military thinking a powerful theory weapon to
guide the revolution into victory. These include the following
conclusions: she set a new type of subject theory about warfare;
renewed the criteria for understanding the nature of war; developed a
scientific way of thinking known as “‘seek truth from facts”.

The fifth part mainly elaborates the influences posed by the
opening up, the word-wide new military reform, and the “high,
new and far frontier strategy” to the cultural gene of China’s
military thinking, and then brings up some countermeasures. The
sisth part mainly summarizes some laws from this dissertation,
and gets a basic conclusion that the cultural gene of chinese
military thinking is hereditary and stable, it has the national
characteristic, it will change with the time passing, and it can be

reformed initiatively by us.
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