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Chapter 1

Book Publishing History in China

| Section A Book Publishing in Ancient China

The Era of Oracle Bones', Bamboo and Silk
21st—2nd Century BC

Chinese book culture originated in the Xia Dynasty (2070—16th century BC), the
first dynasty in China’s history. As people’s literacy improved, primitive writing tools and
documents came into existence. All this paved the way for early publishing activity. The
period between the 21st and second century BC, the time that paper was invented, was the
first high point of ancient Chinese civilization, one that laid the foundations for the further
evolution of Chinese culture. Over these nearly 2,000 years, publishing evolved from
nascence to maturity. As improvements were made in the Chinese script and in the editing,
distribution and form of books, it finally became a systematic program with historical
significance and contemporary features.

When books appeared book distribution began immediately. Books were widely
distributed as people copied books, borrowed them from others and learned from teachers.
Book copying became a profession. Book trading also emerged. ‘

Publishing began in China in the 21st century BC. In the second century BC, our
ancestors invented paper making’ based on previous experimentation over a long period.
But it should be noted even after paper making had been invented, it took a long time for the
technology to become widespread and, for centuries, paper and silk remained in use. Paper
did not become a popular writing medium in society until the fifth century AD, when the

emperor ordered that paper should replace silk.
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Chapter 1 Book Publishing History in China

The Era of Books Handwritten on Paper
Ist Century BC—7th Century AD

Handwritten books on paper were the norm for about 800 years—from the invention
of paper making in the second century BC to the seventh century AD. During this period,
China’s publishing industry progressed towards its first age of prosperity. The period from
'the second century BC to the fourth century AD was the primary stage of handwritten books,
when books of bamboo strips, silk and paper coexisted. The fifth to the seventh century
was the prime time for books handwritten on paper. From the eighth century on, printing’
technology became widely adopted and, after a period of coexistence with handwritten
books, printed books handwritten on paper had a history of about 1,000 years.

In this period, the number and types of books increased considerably. According to
rough statistics, 11,754 titles in more than 73,200 volumes were published from between
25 and 618. New types of books mushroomed, such as encyclopedias, essay collections,
dictionaries of rhyming words and genealogies. Along with the widespread adoption of
paper, works became longer and had more characters than ever before and books with several
hundred thousand characters became commonplace.

This period also witnessed deepening exchanges between China and foreign countries in
book publishing. Buddhist belief and scriptures were introduced from India to China via the
Silk Road, between the first and second centuries AD, making a profound impact on Chinese
culture and its publishing industry. As China translated Buddhist scriptures in large numbers,
Buddhist scriptures became one of the major categories of Chinese publications. At the same
time, Chinese books and paper making technology spread to neighboring countries and
regions such as Vietnam, Korea and Japan, having far-reaching implications.

While books were mainly copied by hand, book trading became an emerging cultural
industry as demand for books soared. Books were traded in market and some works became
bestsellers gaining great popularity among readers.

Along with social progress and cultural development, there was a growing need to
develop a more efficient way to reproduce books. Against this backdrop, the Chinese kept
exploring new book duplication techniques. While skills in producing handwritten books
continued to improve, new techniques such as rubbing and stamping emerged, paving the

way for the invention of printing.
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The Hand Printing Era
7th—19th Century

The invention of printing was epoch-making event in history, because it greatly
promoted the progress of human culture and the entire world. China was the first country to
invent printing: woodblock printing was invented here by the seventh century at the latest.
Between 1041 and 1048, Bi Sheng® invented movable type printing’, and color printing
were the three basic forms of printing in ancient China. Of these woodblock printing was the
earliest and most widely used.

The invention and wide application of printing opened a new page in the history of
publishing in ancient China. The era of printed books had begun. Publishers made new
strides in improving both the quality and quantity of books, contributing greatly to the
development of social and cultural services in ancient China.

The invention of printing gave rise to woodblock printing and, very soon, five major
publishing systems took shape, namely: official printing houses’; private printing houses’;
commercial printing houses®; religious (temple) printing houses and academy printing houses.

The number of books published increased dramatically in this period. Both
governmental and private publishing reached unprecedented heights. Scholar’s statistics
show that 31,513 titles in 395,839 volumes were published between 960 and 1644.

Book trading and distribution prospered. Both government agencies and private book
dealers printed and sold books. Private publishing houses were also quite active, imbuing the
publishing industry with a strong market economy awareness. At the same time, publishing
exchanges between China and other countries made progress. China made a profound impact
on the world’s publishing industry as Chinese books were exported in large numbers and its
printing technology spread across Eurasia. In the late 16th century, Western missionaries’
started to engage in book translation and publishing in China, giving a fresh stimulus to
China’s publishing and cultural communities.

At the beginning of the 19th century, along with capitalist expansion into China, -
there appeared another influx of missionaries; they not only brought with them advanced
printing equipment for publishing but also translated books introducing religion and
capitalist society. Traditional Chinese publishing began to decline, shrinking in the
face of Western missionaries who arrived in China, opening up a new era of translating
Western books and of publishing exchanges between China and the West. This had a

profound transformative impact on Chinese society. As modernization gained pace,
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the Chinese publishing industry, influenced by the West, also embarked on a new
development path.

Vocabulary

1. pave /perv/ vt. to cover a surface with flat stones or bricks &% ; %HF; TEEIIRZH

. civilization /:istvalar'zerfn/ n. a state of human society that is very developed and organized

XAk, CH

. evolve /1'volv/ v. to develop gradually, especially from a simple to a more complicated

form; to develop something in this way & f&, #f&; #ik; ZELIEN

. maturity /ma'tfuarat/ n. the quality of thinking and behaving in a sensible, adult manner

R B, SRR

10
11

12.

13.

. edit /'edit/ v. to prepare a piece of writing, a book, etc. to be published by correcting the

mistakes, making improvements to it, etc. Zi4H

. contemporary /kan'temprari/ adj. belonging to the same time *§{CH#; [RIEHCH); BT
(7] — B 4
. distribution /.distrr'bju:[n/ n. the way that something is shared or exists over a particular

area or among a particular group of people 434 ; 73-AC

. ancestor /'&nsesta(r)/ 7. a person in your family who lived a long time ago 5, F;
Fett

. prosperity /pro'speratl/ n. the state of being successful, especially in making money Z5¢,
)
. strip /strip/ n. long, narrow piece 5%

. coexistence /.kauig'zistans/ n. the state of being together in the same place at the same
time 247 ; AFLEAL; Az

encyclopedia /misaikla'pi:dia/ n. a book or set of books giving information about all
areas of knowledge or about different areas of one particular subject, usually arranged in
alphabetical order; a similar collection of information on a website or CD-ROM H #}
Eon

essay /'eser/ n. a short piece of writing on a particular subject, written in order to be

published #{3C; FH%E
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

rhyme /raim/ v. to be similar in sound, especially with respect to the last syllable #f1#]
genealogy /id3imn1'&lod31/ n. the study of family history, including the study of who the
ancestors of a particular person were &, &R, M4; (Y. ESH) &,
Ry

commonplace /'komonplers/ adj. done very often, or existing in many places, and
therefore not unusual *F FLAY ; BRIG 1

Buddhist /'budist/ adj. following or connected with the religion of Buddhism {1
Vietnam /ivjet'neem/ n. a country in South East Asia A4

duplication /.dju:plr'kerfn/ n. the act or process of making an exact copy of something &
il A4 AT

epoch /'i:pok/ n. a period of time in history, especially one during which important events
or changes happen #1200 ; Frif{t

woodblock printing /'wudblok/ /'printiy/ a technique for printing text, images or patterns
used widely throughout East Asia and originated in China A ZI il EN il AR

movable /'muivabal/ adj. can be moved from one place or position to another 1] # 2fj ]
unprecedented /An'presidentid/ adj. that has never happened, been done or been known
before ZSHITHY; JCHIHIAY

imbue /im'bjuy/ v. to fill somebody/something with strong feelings, opinions or values fifi
Felf s WEEN; TR

Eurasia /jua'reifa/ n. the land mass formed by the continents of Europe and Asia FXV.
K i

missionary /'mifanari/ n. a person who is sent to a foreign country to teach people about
Christianity 5%+

engage /m'gerd3/ v. to carry out or participate in an activity AT, fI-F

stimulus /'stimjalos/ n. something that helps somebody/something to develop better or
more quickly R¥; #ii; R

modernization /impdenar'zein/ n. the process of making a system, methods, etc. more .
modern and more suitable for use at the present time FE{{ 4k
embark /tm'bazk/ v. to start to do something new or difficult 745
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| Notes

1. Oracle Bones ( FHE3C) : XFR “3C” “Hg MR, BRIESCTFS “AREE. P
E—Mi T, BNFHRER, A 2N FENBEZ —, 2N
ferp E ERAR AR 20— R ACCFE . BT BN TGE, AR L 5E R AG 5 HAD

VIBRMET . WESGERAR T RS BUA AETHER, FER TP EEHEY (A
JCHT 14 e —2A00hT 11 4l ) EFEHFE MEX L, idFmEfR P S g L3220
XF, WE—BRESG MrRlZHBEE RFSE5R . BEAKT AN EZE, FEX
W T —E Y, EMR AR SR EER R, PFa OB A E R
Msr ik mAE, AR T KENESY . ELRBRAZHS, TREME,
ENFRENCRIES, B8R “SPaF". TR i a8 SCEZE Tk
EEL V0 RTRATFHES, &4 4000 ZFARRKSCFEE, Hbogimm e
A 2800 £F,

2. paper making ( #E4CAR ) . PENKLEHZ —. U E GRS RKER
B EMNLE S, NESORE F—mA M ERAE . RIUOTMITE (105), %5
ekt TR . IR e . RSk Bl . ARk, Sadde, #. £ % T
ZHIEMRRIMARKO ML, hLEERMDIE, JF AR “FEEAK,
AR —INE R T, 400 & I 2P ETE AU 146 ik J b it Y
—Ii 4 E SRR TTER, S E DT B — I A R, X E D A T A
-2 8

3. printing ( PRIAR ) : EPRIAZFEGERITANRPUKEHZ —. BEMETRIAR %& B
FRES, HAEENPEE RS, RO AL TIEFERIAR, EPRIARA
FKiESCHP T, PAIRETZ &% . RS 7R M. EPRIAR SIS & B s
HA, ., FEIE AR X

4. Bi Sheng (5 ): EREFBABHEK. HFHRANEIGEA, SKEAN, ERERUMN
—PLERA WA, — BB, JLRKIAERE, B 7A RT 150 ED
Rl @) B A, OB IRE FEIRIEAR, AW TER LR F2F, —F—iF,
SR G BB I URTE F , (HEPRI T 2245 8 7 B RER, S BE KA, 857 nT DAL T 4,
AILAE R G T, SC T AKRER S B — A R . RV E WS (FF
BEWR) Pt AN S I e, K1, LR BT, RIKFHERE, 7
WL ER, AW 7RIS FEPRIEAR o X —FARR LM, SERMEN T,

5. moveable type printing ( {&FEIR ) . W ERAE 11 250 & 8 TIEFER. 1E R+
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