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Preface: Trying it yourself, a Utopia or
Just Neighbors’ Gossip

It is possible for the chairperson of Sanlu Group to feed
her/his grandsons in infancy with the milk containing melamine?

Is it possible for the British farmers to eat BSE-tainted
beef on their own farm?

Is it possible for a rich owner of instant noodles to eat his/
her own problematic products?

Or if the water quality problem occurs, would the local
officials still drink the tap-water from the local waterworks?

Or would the vegetables containing pesticides and pork
containing lean meat powder be the daily food intake of those

farmers and the village officials?

Firsthand Experience Law on the Producers and Other Main
Stakeholders of Daily Consumption Goods ( proposal), drafted
by the authors, is aimed at ensuring the quality of daily

consumption goods like food, strengthening the supervision of
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those producers and other main stakeholders, regulating the
advertising activities and guaranteeing the right to life and
health for all the citizens.

The so-called trying it yourself requires the producers and
other main stakeholders of everyday consumption goods to
mainly use their products in the everyday consumption. This
shows to the public that they have already fulfilled their
responsibility required by law through the way of self-proof.
Self-proof is supposed to be made through the way of
notarization and uploaded to social networks. The Internet will
be the main form of supervision for the corresponding
governmental authorities, consumer protection organizations
and consuming public.

The legal theory of this draft comes from a traditional
Chinese notion — do not do to others what you do not want
other to do to yourself. The firsthand experience of the
manufacturers is the simplest approach to win the trust of
consumers, to guarantee the quality of the daily consumption
goods from the very beginning, and to correspondingly
strengthen the ethics of the producers and other main
stakeholders.

Trying it yourself reveals the basic relationship-mutual
benefit: do to others what you want to be done to yourself. This
time, I am your producer. Next time, I will be your consumer.

The products can’t be sold without the manufacturer’s firsthand
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experience. Otherwise, there is a high possibility that the
products I get may not be the appreciated products by its own
manufacturer. This is all based upon the theory of empathy.

This book is not limited to making reasoning based merely
upon the general principles of civil law and consumer
protection. The focal points are demonstrated as follows:

(1) Company institution expands the development of
Anonymous Society, covering the individual ethical responsibility
with collective ethical responsibility, damaging the character
fulfiliment of manufacturers and other main stakeholders and
likely splitting the producers’ moral roles. Due to the
participation of immoral individuals, capital mobility of the
whole society will likely be faced with a risk of *“morality
hazard”.

Firsthand Experience Law on the Producers and Other Main
Stakeholders of Daily Consumption Goods (*Firsthand Experience
Law”) borrows the concept of piercing the corporate veil.
Through the direct and personal experience of main stakeholders and
public announcement, it makes the shareholders and operators
unable to be protected anonymously under the umbrella of
company institution. This makes it possible for the consumers to
use the tool of gossip directly to restrain the specific
stakeholders like shareholders, operators and etc. Hence,
Firsthand Experience Law wouldn’t deprive shareholders of

their limited liability measured by capitals, but the law would
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deprive their anonymous right in morality. Firsthand experience
is the core of corporate social responsibility.

(2) The masking of legal professional knowledge makes it
harder and harder for that “big weak-spirited and forgotten
group” with vast population to work collectively. The vast
majority of consumers take the attitude of being rationally
ignorant. Even though they have already realized the
characteristic of public affairs, they tend to be rationally
indifferent due to the expectation of *“ freeriding”. The
complexity of legal professional knowledge and specialization of
law become the barriers. The vicious power makes a further
control and the legal emotion of consumers turns into
frustration abandoning the struggle for rights.

Firsthand Experience Law endeavors to lower the threshold
of legal cognition by consumers’ simplest experience and
judgment. Compared with professional product knowledge and
the corresponding complicated legal construction, firsthand
experience law acts as a kind of compensation, trying to
rebalance the information asymmetry between the consumers
and the manufacturers.

Due to its easiness and openness, firsthand experience law
is a representation of Rawls’ difference principle in the aspect
of legal construction. It lowers the difficulty of professional
knowledge to realize the right of equality. It favors consumers

under information asymmetry. It tries to make legal knowledge
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open to the general public and can deliver the maximum
interests to the minimum beneficiaries. Before the firsthand
experience law, everyone has to be both the producer and
consumer, which enables all the people to obey the first
principle; the right to equality will be experienced in the
freedom system just like the broadest basic freedom system.

Firsthand experience law is not just a ration-based
construction. It does not aim at eliminating the originals of
technical laws. Firsthand experience law is constructed under
the customs and habits. Firsthand experience law is the
evolution of customs and habits in the Internet age.

(3) Does firsthand experience law have the feasibility of
being tested in judicial practice? The Internet makes it possible.
The Internet has the features of being equal and decentralized.
It attaches more importance to relations and may ignore the
causality, all of which is helpful to demask the barriers of legal
knowledge and encourage the law emotion of ordinary
consumers. Under the Internet thinking, firsthand experience
law has the possibility to realize “legal equality” on the open
and interactive platform. including the equality of legal
knowledge acquisition and participation. That satisfies “the
undisputed core principles of great nature law” mentioned by
Fuller. “I would say that it exists in such an order: opening,
maintaining and protecting the integrity of the communication

channels could make people express what they have seen, felt
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and thought”.

The equality of the Internet brings social groups in medulla
oblongata. “Every consumer and producer is a medium”. They
enjoy sufficient interaction on the Internet platform and gain
firsthand experience. Firsthand experience law shall use the tool
of neighbors’ gossip to eliminate the law’s mystery and distance.
After piercing the corporate veil, the main stakeholders have
no choice but to interact equally as ordinary individuals. Internet
technology and thinking, empowered with the simpleness and
concretization of direct experience, will tremendously provoke
the law emotion of ordinary people.

The platform of firsthand experience law, under the Internet
thinking will gather the fragmented time and information of all
the people, eventually turning into an integrated strong power
promoting People’s war. It means that consumers have access to
a “blank letter of attorney”. There is no doubt that the gathered
power from those consumers will be much stronger than the
power from judges and the administration of industry and

commerce.

The above content of this book is the main contribution to
Critical J urisprudence.

Trying it yourself, a utopia or just neighbors’ gossip? The
answer to this question should first stand in the shoes of “from

efficiency to conscience”.

006



