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Foreword  Xu Jiong

The author is Director General of Shanghai Press &
Publication Administration as well as the director
of the organizing committee of “The Beauty of
Books in China”.



As an ancient civilization, China has a long history of books, with a tremendous collection of
ancient books and records. China’s book design has also established a language of its own after
a long evolution process. As an ancient Chinese artist said, “Artworks should go with times”,
it is more important for the Chinese designers today to absorb new vitality from the collision
of increasingly various designing elements in modern age while learning and inheriting from
traditional culture so that they can create a Chinese book design style in the new times with a
strong innovation conception and in a more distinctive design language. This is also what the

jury of “The Beauty of Books in China” has been pursuing unremittingly these years.

Since 2003 when the book design competition “The Beauty of Books in China” was
established by Shanghai Press & Publication Administration, the event has been held for 13
sessions. The winners of each year are sent to the competition of “Best Book Design from All
Over the World” in Leipzig the next year. A total of 271 categories of “The Beauty of Books
in China” have made their appearance in 13 batches in Leipzig, Germany, and 15 categories
of which have won prizes. However, what is more valuable than the prize is that we have
established an access to the world stage, which allows China’s book design to integrate itself
into the international world while maintaining its own characteristics. This has driven the

improvement of China’s book design.

After ten years of promotion and accumulation, the concept of “The Beauty of Books
in China” has been increasingly accepted by China’s publishers and designers. With the
effect and influence of the event gradually emerging, the event has played a positive role
in promoting Chinese book designers and artists to the world, spreading Chinese culture,
enhancing the design and artistic exchange between China and foreign countries, upgrading
the level of Chinese book designing as well as encouraging the Chinese designers of the

younger generation to develop their creativity and go global.

This book is a collection of award-winning works in “The Beauty of Books in China” from
2013 to 2015. It is also the fourth three-year collection of “The Beauty of Books in China”.
This book is dedicated to fellow book designers and enthusiasts at home and abroad, as a
summary of experience and a gift for the junior designers. Here, I sincerely congratulate
on all the achievements made by the Chinese designers and I hope more Chinese designers
will appear at Leipzig Book Fair and other world stages through the bridge of “The Beauty
of Books in China”. I would also like to extend my gratitude to all designers, editors and

publishers who have contributed to the publishing of this book.
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