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FOREWORD

Two outstanding works on Cantonese pronunciation 1 have
seen, one being the Rev. Wong Chung Tongs “A New
Chinese Dictionary” published by Globe Book Store of Canton
in 1937, and the other being Professor S. C. Wong's “A
Chinese Syllabary Pronounced According to the Dialect of
Canton™ published by Chung Hwa Book Co. Ltd. in 1940.
There are perhaps a few other publications on the subject,
but they are either too limited in scope wiith inadequate
collection of words, or they are too scholarly, suitable only for
fragmentary reference in research work, and none can claim

the same wide usage and overall popularity as do these two.

A new work, “A Cantonese Pronunciation Syllabary™
compiled by Mr. Fung Sz-Yi is now to make its appearance.
It has formerly appeared as the Rime Index in Mr. Fung's

E1]

“ Extra-Radical Dictionary ™ published in 1955 by the World
Book Co. of Hong Kong (a revised edition of the “ A Shape
& Sound Dictionary”™ previously published by the Pui Ying
Printing Press of Canton in 1937 ), but has now been improved
upon and published independently with a new title to mcet the
needs of Cantonese students and scholars in the field of Can-
tonese pronunciation. At first glance one would casily have
the impression that this is nothing more than old wine in a
new bottle.  But closer examination will have one convinced
that this new work fullows neither the pattern of Professor
Wong’s Syllabary nor that of the Rev. Mr. Wong's Dictionary,
and is in fact a much more complete collection of words and

at the same time a {ar more accurate study of sounds. “That



which comes last comes out better”.  How truly does Mr.
Fung’s new work vindicate this old saying. But to justify this
claim of superiority it is =»ccrsrary to enumcrate a few special
features of this Syllabary which thie reader will undoubtedly

agree are of distinctive micrit,

I. Cantonese Rimes or “Finais”

Not counting the nasal “m ™ sound (/%) and “vy ™

o |
sonud (& ), therc are altogether 51 finals in Cantonese
pronunciation, and these may be divided into 3 groups,
two containing the “level 7, “rising 7, and “ going ™ tones,

&

and one the “entering ™ tone. Of th: wwo former groups,

one does not inciude the “entering™ tone at all. The

.

other group which does include the “entering * tone is
inter-related to the third group that contains only the
“entering ” tone, and actually should have been grouped
together with the latter if the emphasis had been on
“spelling * alone. In this Syllabary they are separated
for the sake of easier scarching by tonc. Thus Mr. Fung
has tabulated the words with all nine tones listed side
by side, and following the method of “alliteration and
double-rime @ ( @R 5 ) the “finals 7 are made to
serve as longitudes and the consonant as latitudes, thus
enabling the reader to use the tables both longitudinally
and latitu- dinally in the same glance. Reading lengthwise
corresponds to the Chinese method of intonation-what the
Cantonese eall the Tin Lai (CK#i}:) method; while reading
crosswise is the same as spelling in English. In every
“final”" grouping the reader neceds to recognize only one



2.

3

of the words to be able to proneunce correctly all the
others. To locate a word by its sound, or to ascertain the
pronunciation by looking up the word, this arrangement
is simple and convenient, certainly more so that any
arrangement cmployed by other compilers, and anyone
attempting to master Cantonese pronunciation will prefer

this for accuracy and substantiality.

Denotation

Commonly uscd FEnglish spelling is employed in this
Syllabary to denote every sound with additional tone mark
supplied to help differentiate the nine tones. At the head
of each “final” an English word is given as supplementary
aid to ascertain the sound of that “final”. Denotations
by International Phonetic Qymbols and Latin Alphabet are

also given for reference.

Printing

It is common knowledge that founders producing types
for the printers are often erratic, and characters may be
found tc contain strokes misplaced or mis-shapened. For
a dictionary or syllabary to be printed in such erroneous
types would simply result in disastrous chain-reaction. Mr.
Fung, however, has taken pains to aveid this mishap by
using for the printing of the Word Tables, not ordinary
founder’s types, but blocks specially made from a calligra-
pher’s original writing which has been . checked and
counterchecked for accuracy. Thus the rcader may well
rest assured that every character is as it should be, correct

in every stroke, well penned, and clearly printed.



4. Usage

Under Special Feature No. 1 mention has already
heen made regarding the convenience accorded the reader
using the Syllabary either by word or by sound. The
reader needs only to follow the instructions which are
simple and clear.

With these laudable features it is predictable that this new
Syllab:ry will immediately attract public attention on publica-
tion, 'Teachers using the medium of Cantonese for instruction
will find this a useful guide and reference book. Non-Cantonese-
speaking Chinese and Westerners studying the Cantonese dialect
can equally maoke much use out of this book to produce the
right sounds. With every respect to Mr. Fung for his
commendable effort T write these few lines in hearty recom-
mendation.

James Pun, M. A.
Principal
St. Mark’s School
Hong Kong
April 1962
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