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Unit One

Music

| Introduction

In this unit, you will:
« Learn some new words and expressions about music.
+ Acquire basic knowledge related to music.

» Know some famous musicians and their representative works.

' Lead-in

Can you recognize the following instruments? What kind of music are they usually

applied to?
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Passage A =

) Pre-reading Questions

1. What is music according to your own understanding?

2. Can you name out some music types? What are they?

Fundamental Theories of Music

Definition of Music

The definition of music varies according to culture and social context. Generally
speaking, music is an art form whose medium is sound and silence. To many people in many
cultures, music is an important part of their way of life. Ancient Greek and Indian
philosophers defined music as tones ordered horizontally as melodies and vertically as
harmonies. The vast majority of people believed that music was born to offer a pleasant
experience through carefully organized sound and pauses. However, 20th-century composer
John Cage thought that any sound can be music, saying, for example, “There is no noise,

only sound.”



Music Element

Generally, a song is considered the smallest standalone work of music, especially when
involving singing. The common elements of music are pitch (which governs melody and

harmony), rhythm, dynamics, and the sonic qualities of timbre and texture.
Music Activity

In general, music activities include the production of works of music, the criticism of

music, the study of the history of music, and the aesthetic dissemination of music.

Music Genre

Music ranges from strictly organized compositions ( and their recreation in
performance) , through improvisational music toaleatoric forms. Music can be divided into
genres and subgenres, although the dividing lines and relationships between music genres are
often subtle, sometimes open to personal interpretation, and occasionally controversial.
Within the arts, music may be classified as a performing art, a fine art, and auditory art.
Music may be played and heard live, may be part of a dramatic work or film, or may be
recorded.

Classical music is the main form of music, and refers mainly to the music which
prevailed in the world before the 20th century. Classical music is a complex form of music
and requires intensive training and knowledge. Classical music may also refer to the local and
folk music of any particular country or region. In the world of Western music, the works of
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven are defined as classical music.

Rock music came into existence in the rock and roll era of the 1950s. Rock music has its
focus mainly on guitars, drums and heavy vocals. However, use of piano, synthesizer,
saxophone, flute, mandolin and sitar has also been witnessed in the modern rock era. These
instruments are mainly used to create a deeper impact. Elvis Presley and The Beatles are

considered to be the pioneers of rock music. Over the years, rock music has diversified into
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various genres like hard rock, metal rock, progressive rock, etc.

Heavy metal music, also known as “information music”, started off after the Second
World War. It includes various sub-genres, such as thrash metal, death metal, black metal
and so on. The most important requirement of a heavy metal band is the presence of at least
one electronic guitarist. There may be a few soft and subtle pieces, but most of the songs are
loud, fast and aggressive with some heavy use of the guitar and drums, and lot of
screaming, mostly in death metal. Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath were some of the famous
bands of this genre.

Jazz music owes its origin to the African American communities in the Southern United
States. Cornet, trumpet, saxophone, piano and violin are the main instruments used in jazz
music. Jazz music carries a strong and intricate rhythm and is a lot influenced by the blues in
terms of using components like blue notes and phrasing of melodies. Louis Armstrong, Ella
Fitzgerald and Freddie Hubbard were some of the most famous jazz artists.

Hip-hop music originated among the Black American during the 1970s, with a deep
influence from the Jamaican music. Hip-hop employs bass as the main instrument and
includes rapping and audio mixing. Bob Marley and Roberts Nesta Marley were the pioneers
in popularizing hip-hop music. By 2000, hip-hop made its way to the world music charts,
and now with the success of hip-hop artists like Eminem, 50 Cents, Usher and Akon, hip-
hop is going places around the globe.

Folk music or traditional music mirrors the needs, desire, likes, dislikes and life of the
local people. Folk music mostly depicts the struggle for survival and culture of the people.
Country music is a genre that has evolved out of folk music. Bob Dylan’s songs have become
anthem for people fighting against social injustice.

Techno, also known as fusion, is an electronic dance music influenced from the African
American styles like funk, electro and electric jazz. It was developed by a group known as
“The Belleville Three”, initiated by Derrick May, Kevin Saunderson and Juan Atkins in the
suburbs of Detroit. Among the various styles of techno that exists today, Detroit Techno is
considered to be the base for all others. Techno music is mainly an instrumental genre that
uses instruments like synthesizers, drum machines, multi-tracking and hardware sequencers

for creating harmony.



) New Vwords
context/kontekst/
medium/'mi:diam/
philosopher/filosafa/
tone/toun/
horizontal/hori'zontl/
melody/'meladi/
vertical/'ve:tikl/

harmony/'ha:mani/

standalone/'steendalaun/

pitch/pit[/
rhythm/'ridom/
dynamics/dainaemiks/

sonic/'sonik/

timbre/teemba/

n,

adj.

n.

adj.

adj.

adj.

(Words count: 815)

the set of facts or circumstances that surround a
situation or event ¥ 5§

a means or instrumentality for storing or
communicating information 7 3 ; 4

a specialist in philosophy #2253 A

(music) the distinctive property of a complex
sound (a voice or noise or musical sound) 3% ¥ ;
HE

parallel to or in the plane of the horizon or a base
line 7K F /Y

a succession of notes forming a distinctive
sequence JER ; Bl

at right angles to the plane of the horizon or a
base line 3 H /) ; H LA

the structure of music with respect to the
composition and progression of chords ¥ #l;
A

Bk Y

the property of sound that varies with variation
in the frequency of vibration ¥ &

the basic rhythmic unit in a piece of music 7% ;
ik

the branch of mechanics concerned with the
forces that cause motions of bodies 3l f1%:; J12#
relating to audible sound 7 35 [

(music) the distinctive property of a complex



texture/'tekstfa/

criticism/'kritisizom/
aesthetic/i:s0etik/
dissemination/ disemineifn/
genre/'3anra/

improvisational/ improvaizei[anal/
aleatoric/ eilia'torik/
subtle/'satl/
interpretation/inta:pri'teifn/

controversial/kontrava:[l/

auditory/'a:ditori/

prevail/pri'veil/

intensive/in'tensiv/

folk/fouk/

region/'ri:dzeon/
vocal/'voukl/

(2)

adj.

adj.
adj.
adj.

adj.

adj.

adj.

sound (a voice or noise or musical sound) [/ ]
B E A

the musical pattern created by parts being played
or sung together (75 5k R 4545 1)) i M4 —
disapproval expressed by pointing out faults or
shortcomings #t1F

concerned with beauty and the appreciation of
beauty H KK H]; K¥H

the opening of a subject to widespread discussion
and debate ‘5 1% ; # 4%

a kind of literary or artistic work 28U ; i JR

B 2% i

R EBR

be difficult to detect or grasp by the mind ff &
FY 5 45 4 19

an explanation of something that is not
immediately obvious fi# B

marked by or capable of arousing controversy
ER VG RE R o

of or relating to the process of hearing Wy Y
be larger in number, quantity, power, status or
importance AT ; 1T

characterized by a high degree or intensity; often
used as a combining form & [ ; 2 P )

the traditional and typically anonymous music
that is an expression of the li‘fe of people in a
community B8] %

the extended spatial location of something #fi[X

a short musical composition with words & 4k

1



synthesizer/'sinfisaiza/

saxophone/'seksafoun/

flute/flu:t/

mandolin/'mendalin/

sitar/'sita:/

diversify/dai'va:sifai/
thrash/frae[/

aggressive/dgresiv/

origin/'arid3in/

cornet/'ko:nit/

trumpet/'trampit/

component/kom'paunant/

bass/beis/
rap/raep/

n.

adj.

(music) an electronic instrument (usually played
with a keyboard) that generates and modifies
sounds electronically and can imitate a variety of
other musical instruments & i 2%

a single-reed woodwind with a conical bore % 7g
W

a high-pitched woodwind instrument £ {f§

a stringed instrument related to the lute, usually
played with a plectrum 2 ¢ #k

a stringed instrument of India; has a long neck
and movable frets; has 6 or 7 metal strings for
playing and usually 13 resonating strings PG fili;
8 IR 5 (BN BE (Y — Fh oK 5% 34k SR 4%

make (more) diverse i ZH4k ; ffi4E 1k

a swimming kick used while treading water 7 ;
W KR 173 5 B K B 1

having or showing determination and energetic
pursuit of your ends ¥ 3| 19 ; A 2 BU.C 195 A 5
M

the place where something begins, where it
springs into being & & ; J5E & & i

a brass musical instrument with a brilliant tone;
has a narrow tube and a flared bell and is played
by means of valves %5

a brass musical instrument with a brilliant tone;
has a narrow tube and a flared bell and is played
by means of valves /N5, i\

an abstract part of something F{ 4> ; 2H {4

&5

(70



techno/'teknoau/

fusion/'fju:zon/

funk/fagk/

multi-tracking

n. a style of fast heavy electronic dance music
usually without vocals {5 F} 4% £ i

n. an occurrence that involves the production of a
union il &

n. EZ ol e W

n. Z i

) Phrases and Expressions
Lo ,

generally speaking
majority of

range from ... to...
be classified as

refer to

focus on

) Proper names

Haydn

Mozart
Beethoven

Elvis Presley
Beatles

Led Zeppelin
Black Sabbath
Louis Armstrong
Ella Fitzgerald
Freddie Hubbard
Jamaican

Bob Marley
Roberts Nesta Marley
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Eminem SEOK g g (A 20 R R B B A rap SRR

50 Cents 50 K4r (K EEEKTF)
Usher ‘ WS/ NF

Akon Pl (£ EBARF

The Belleville Three JIE R =

Derrick May - TEHTE - ‘
Kevin Saunderson L3 - REER

Juan Atkins B« PR i

Detroit JIE e

Practice

I Reading Comprehension

1. Answer the following questions.

(1) The passage presents various definitions of music, which do you think is more
accurate and comprehensive?

(2)What are the common elements of music?

(3)List all the music genres mentioned above and tell us which genre(s) do you like best

and why,
2. Choose the best answer based on the passage.

(1) According to the passage, which of the following definitions is NOT true about
music?
A. Music is born to offer a pleasant experience through carefully organized sound
and pauses,

B. Music is an important part of the way of life.

o

Music is tones ordered vertically as melodies and horizontally as harmonies.

D. Music is an art form whose medium is sound and silence.



