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I am a paleontologist at one of the world's great museums. I get to spend my
days surrounded by dinosaur bones. Whether it is in Mongolia excavating, in
China studying, in New York analyzing data or anywhere on the planet writing,
teaching or lecturing, dinosaurs are not only my interest, but my livelihood.

Most scientists, even the most brilliant ones, work in very closed societies.
A system which, no matter how hard they try, is still unapproachable to average
people. Maybe it's due to the complexities of mathematics, difficulties in
understanding molecular biochemistry, or reconciling complex theory With‘
actual data. No matter what, this behavior fosters boredom and disengagement.
Personality comes in as well and most scientists lack the communication skills
necessary to make their efforts interesting and approachable. People are left
being intimidated by science. But dinosaurs are special- people of all ages love
them. So dinosaurs foster a great opportunity to teach science to everyone by
taping into something everyone is interested in.

That's why Yang Yang and Zhao Chuang are so important. Both are
extraordinarily talented, very smart, but neither are scientists. Instead they use
art and words as a medium to introduce dinosaur science to everyone from small
children to grandparents- and even to scientists working in other fields!

Zhao Chuang's paintings, sculptures, drawings and films are state of the
art representations of how these fantastic animals looked and behaved. They
are drawn from the latest discoveries and his close collaboration with leading
paleontologists. Yang Yang's writing is more than mere description. Instead she
weaves stories through the narrative, or makes the descriptions engaging and
humorous. The subjects are so approachable that her stories can be read to small
children, and young readers can discover these animals and explore science
on their own. Through our fascination with dinosaurs, important concepts of
geology, biology and evolution are learned in a fun way. Zhao Chuang and Yang

Yang are the world's best and it is an honor to work with them.
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