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Preface

1) Introduction
The number of Chinese international students attending US colleges has more than
quintupled in the past decade, from 2006 to 2016. Applying and attending US colleges
and universities is a major life and investment decision, requiring numerous years of
planning and dedication, let alone English preparation. Yet, many resources available to
the Chinese audience ( parents, students, counselors, school officials ) are direct
translations of existing materials in English, which were created for an American audience.
Many American students that apply to American colleges and universities are children of
parents who have attended American colleges and universities, thus have a higher
knowledge base that is not easily transferrable with simple language translation. Even those
children in the US whose parents are immigrants, for example, have natural exposure to
American societal norms simply by growing up and living in the US, with access to many
teachers and guidance counselors who are alumni of the schools high school students are
applying to. Moreover, the statistics available publicly currently do not reflect just how
compelitive it is for an international Chinese student to gain admissions. For example, SAT
score ranges contained in school websites and rankings like the US News and World Report
apply for the entire school ( sometimes there are exceptions, such as for athletes).
However, international applicants make up typically approximately only 10% of the
student population, and there is great variance among international students. For example,
the median SAT I score for Columbia for an American student would be in the low 2200,
but for a Chinese international student, our experience tells us that it is approximately
2310. This guide aims to not only bridge this cultural gap by highlighting some aspects that
may be “obvious” to Americans but otherwise not-so to us in China, but also goes a step
further in providing information that a Chinese audience would like to know and are helpful
for deciding a school in both qualitative and quantitative terms. Having a good fit with the
school is not only important for maximizing chances of getting in, but also finding an
environment where you can maximize your chance of thriving and succeed beyond college.
Due to a lack of information specific to the Chinese student experience and catering to
China’s situation, we find many parents and students in China are still uninformed about
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US colleges and universities, with many seeking only to attend the lvy League. We
understand the perception continues to remain favorable for the lvy League schools, but
such statements are one of the easiest ways for true experts in our field to know how much
you don’t know. For example, Harvey Mudd College, Johns Hopkins University, Tufts
University are not a part of the Ivy League, but are very rigorous and highly-regarded
universities. Moreover, the educational philosophies, thus cultures, of the institutions are
also very unique. For example, Brown University, which offers an open curriculum and
Columbia University, which offers a Core Curriculum, could not be more different in their
philosophies. Thus, while there may be some students who could fit both the educational
environments, many will fit more closely with one, not the other. To an American, it’s
almost like saying that you support both Republicans and Democrats. To a Chinese, it’s
perhaps akin to saying that you like both sweet tofu curd and salty tofu curd.

We understand that many of the Chinese audience’s familiarity with US colleges,
including perceptions of prestige, are informed by the institutions the earlier wave of
Chinese students attended, many of which attended American graduate schools. Thus,
familiarity with liberal arts colleges, which only offer undergraduate education, remain
less well-known. We applaud recent efforts by our valued educational partner, the China
LAC Tour, which brings admissions officers of top US liberal arts colleges to China to
increase familiarity of Chinese parents and students to these top-notch schools. The
Guidebook reveals more of the types of resources liberal-arts colleges offer through
partnerships with larger research universities that may offer a broader curriculum such as
in engineering.

Despite the ever-increasing demand of Chinese students to attend the best institutions
of higher education in the US, the number of seats open to Chinese international students
will likely not increase much more than is currently available. First of all, not everyone is
fit to attend Harvard. Secondly, even if fit, not everyone can attend. Thus, it becomes
even more important to know more about US colleges and universities. We believe the
American higher education system continues to provide a unique and compelling education.
Just because some of them are not as well known in China today, the facts don’t change.
We believe perception will catch up with the truth. It’s only a matter of time. There are
some fine gems that have educated some of the world’s finest scholars, leaders,
innovators, contributors spanning all spectrums of society for decades. This guide will help

you not only find them, but we hope also help you get in.



2) About AIC

AIC Education is the first education company in China to provide college admissions
consulting services employing graduates of top US colleges and universities on-the-ground
in China. We operate in New Jersey and in six cities across China from Beijing, Shanghai,
Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Chengdu, Xian, but in reality, through over twelve years of
operating experience and top-notch technology, serve students both across China
(including Guangzhou, Nanjing, Shenyang, Kunming, Zhengzhou, Dalian, Wuhan) and
the world ( including high schools in the US, UK, Hong Kong ( China), Singapore,
India, Canada). Our presence is not limited to our physical locations. We have worked
with over 2,500 alumni who all have attended or currently attend the top US colleges and
universities.

We pride ourselves in our care for student growth and expertise, and measure our
success not based on college admissions results, but on alumni achievement in college and
beyond. We boast | 16 | entrepreneurs, [ 3| published authors, and hundreds who are
building their careers whether at top graduate schools such as Harvard Graduate School of
Design, Columbia Law School or companies like Uber, Google, Microsoft, Goldman
Sachs.

In 2015, we published “You Are Not Far from Harvard” , which shows how to
understand US colleges, the admissions process, as well as providing advice about how to
find direction in life before and during college. The book’s forward was written by Rossana
Lin, the former MIT head of interview for China region.

In 2010, we published “ The 38 Ivies”, which, based on internal research and
development, seeks to further help the market understand the different education systems
adopted by US colleges. This book dispels misconceptions about US colleges, and seeks to
drive the attention of parents and students away from superficial rankings.

In 2009, we authored “How I Got Into Harvard” , which is a continuation in the
series of AIC’s first book published under an organization AIC formerly partnered with.

In 2007, we authored “You Too Can Get Into Harvard” , which is one of the first
original books in China on US college education and admissions, having a significant
impact on the market at the time (informally known as one of the leading books in the
industry from 2008-10).

We have also produced for our students a College Survival Guidebook and over 16
alumni quarterly magazines that keep our alumni updated with the latest on majors, career

advice, and happenings at AIC,



In 2012, we started an annual college fair, which brings together various alumni
attending the colleges to share first-hand experience of what the experience is like. Past
guest speakers have included Chen Zhang, AIC’s Founder and CEO, and Dick Yue,
Skolkovo Foundation Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Director of International
Programs, and former Associate Dean of Engineering at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Through our past 12 years of operations, research and development, we have
continually refined these qualitative traits, both with real student cases and alumni
feedback, and kept track of the ever-changing quantitative admissions requirements like
test scores. We have observed some very interesting behavior at some top colleges and we
want to share with you some of not only our findings as admissions consulting experts, but
also the collective wisdom and experiences of actual AIC alumni that are attending these
colleges and universities. We understand how important education is to this nation, and we
consider it an extreme privilege to serve Chinese families. We owe our geographic scale
and alumni network , likely the largest among top US colleges, to your support. It gives us
great pride to share with you some of the fruits of our first-mover advantage and our

success.

3) What is AIC Education US College Guide for Chinese Students

AIC Education US College Guide for Chinese Students is the first-ever guidebook for
US colleges and universities written for the Chinese international student. Unlike many
peers in our industry, our findings are based on propriety, original research. Based
primarily on feedback from Chinese international students, hailing from across China (and
even the world ) attending the particular college and our own internal research and
proprietary database, we provide a perspective that already adjusts for assumptions that
may not apply to a Chinese audience. For example, diversity to an American may mean
the number of students that are international students, but for a Chinese student, may
mean the number of non-Asians including Asian Americans. Moreover, while Americans
may be more used to being in environments further away from cities (the “suburbs” as
Americans would call it), Chinese students may find the absence of cosmopolitan
amenities more difficult to accept. Thus, we have noted not only where the school is
located, but how far it is from a major city.

For future editions, we will expand the range of schools to the top 70, 100, and
beyond.
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Below are the following unique highlights of our guidebook :

i. Admissions Officer Contact details

Where available, the China admissions officer’s name and email address, otherwise
known as the Territory Manager, which covers China are provided. Students who are
applying from overseas high schools, will, in most cases, be covered by a separate
Territory Manager. The China admissions officer will almost certainly review your
application and be most familiar with any questions you may have about applying as a
Chinese international student.

Note ;. China admissions officer information may change.

1. Location

Instead of simply including the address of the school, the closest major city and
approximate time it takes to get there by car are included.

iti. Student population demographics

® The percentage of international students is provided

® The percentage of Asian American/ Asians is provided

iv. Admissions Statistics of AIC alumni Applicants that got admitted

e Percentage of AIC applicants accepted

e Median SAT [ Critical Reading score

® Median SAT I Math score

e Median SAT 1 Writing score

® Median SAT I Composite score

® Median TOEFL score

Note on methodology : Provided median of super-score or highest score in single-sitting
depending on school-specific admissions policy. Used old SAT conventions. Please see
Appendix 1 for Score Conversion chart to New SAT and to ACT

v. Financial Aid Availability

Based on experience of AIC students applying.

vi. What Students Say

This section deserves word of caution because it is fairly subjective. The same bowl of
noodles could taste good to one student, but less good to another. And even if both
students rate it very good, would they consider it a 3.0 out of 4.0 or a 2.8 or 3.5?7 Despite
obvious limitations in subjectivity, we still think it would be useful to share what AIC
students thought of their college environment. Perceptions are not always true and can vary
depending on the individual , nevertheless can be a fun and useful metric when taken with
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