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JIANG HE has accomplished a most spectacular and won-
derful memoir that will soon become a cultural classic, telling of
how it is that education changes lives. The book is a beautifully
rendered account of a rural childhood and the mystery of human
ambition; it speaks of how a young man became one of the leading
research scientists in our post-modern world. This is a story of mi-
gration and generosity, of the humanism which makes life socially
valid, and it is a tale of how a family produced a remarkable son
whose efforts went on to make effective his vision of scientific
truth. The book is a superlative expression of how education is not
simply the transmission of knowledge but an amplification of what
it is that composes our most profound human promise. This life is

not about personal triumph but is an expression of the goodness



inherent in human nature — if it is allowed to flourish and become
fluent within the global climate of our Twenty-First Century.

——Kevin McGrath, Professor, American poet, Harvard University

ILIERR 1 — AR HEM s AAREZS, &2k
P IX — B MY, I XABTGOHE — D SR ZED
HAERHES M ARRKAREGER, HFEEXMER
KRN HERPERERA, EHEENBKE SR, X2
—ARTHEIEKZE R L PRE, —PXTZRMEN
i, —MEERENAEFH S FLSCE, XS
FERBORMEIEE, HEAMUOARAIRIERE, meertE
MG — N AT, XMEARRRET D AR
220, ERARANEAKRGFRIE, U+ —Hadenk
fLE R R — DR

——Kevin McGrath, M k2#0%, EEEZIFA

For those who know only the China of present-day Beijing
and Shanghai, Jiang He's memoir is a vivid introduction to the (al-
most) lost world of rural China. His own story is an inspiring one
of academic ascent, from his father's farmyard to Harvard Yard.
But it is his vivid portrayal of the life he left behind that I most
admire. Although a scientist by training, Jiang He is a memoirist of



great skill, whose light and yet affecting touch put me in mind of
the young Chekhov.

——Niall Ferguson, Professor of History at Harvard, senior fellow of the

Hoover Institution at Stanford
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This book introduces the new voice of Jiang He, an impres-
sive young scientist (Forbes 30 under 30) who writes about his
formative experiences in a rural village of China. He brings the
sharp curiosity of a natural scientist and the lyricism of a poet to
describe the forces that helped shape him as both a scientist and a



young man. This is an individual who is creating great value with
his discoveries and inventions, but whose humanity will shape a
broader thoughtfulness. I personally hope he will continue to con-

tribute to a literature beyond the scientific journals.

——Vicki Sato, Professor, Harvard Business School, former President of

Vertex
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