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Preface
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A hutong is a typical ancient city alleyway
or lane in Beijing, which you can’t find
elsewhere in the world.

Their history in Beijing can be traced
back more than 800 years, when numerous
interconnected hutongs surrounded the
Forbidden City. Hutongs are more than just
traffic lanes but also places where people
live. In many ways, hutongs provide a history
lesson; they have been an arena for historical
and cultural development in Beijing, witnessing
vicissitudes and features of the past, leaving
many traces and imprints on social life, and
preserved original and authentic customs and
habits of ancient Beijing.

Taking a walk in a hutong, you will feel
yourself in a wonderful world: unique-style
buildings such as mansions of the nobility,
former residences of celebrities, guild halls

and temples; ancient quadrangle courtyards,
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gatehouses and screen walls telling stories of
the lives of ordinary people; quiet, long lane
ways flanked by thick locust trees, landscapes
that change with the four seasons; kites flying
in the sky, pigeons swirling with a whistle, loud

cries of peddlers in the street...all these things

show the unique cultural deposits of hutongs.
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Origin of Hutong
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A time—honored city with rich culture, Beijing was established over
3,000 years ago and has a capital—city history of over 850 years,
having served as capital in the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234), the Yuan
Dynasty (1271-1368), the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). When speaking of the ancient capital
of Beijing, it is impossible not to mention the labyrinth of hutongs

surrounding the Forbidden City. Now, let us walk into the hutongs to

have a look at their past and present.
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> Beijing City in History

Beijing’s hutongs are ordinary streets
and lanes, although smaller in size
and vehicle capacity than major traffic
arteries. Beijing’s cityscape was the
result of planned development, and its
formation, development and evolution
is both a reflection and creator of social
culture. Hutongs have a close relationship
with this special landscape and planning
of Beijing City.

Located in the northeast of the North
China Plain, Beijing is surrounded on
three sides by green hills and has pleasant
weather, and thus is ideally suited for
human settlement. As of 2011, Beijing
is a city with 3,056 years of recorded
history and with 858 years of history
as a capital. What’s more, the name of
Beijing has a history of 608 years, first
introduced by Emperor Zhu Di in the
Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644), changed to
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Memorial Column of Ji City

To celebrate the 3,040th anniversary of Beijing
City, the Memorial Column of Ji City was built
in Binhe Park, outside Guang'anmen Gate, in
Xuanwu District, in 1995.

Beiping in 1928 and renamed Beijing in
1949.

The establishment of Beijing City
can be traced back to the early years of
the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770 B.C. —
256 B.C.), during which time Beijing
was named Ji City — capital of Yan
State. Ji City was established in 1045
B.C. and was roughly located at today's
Guang'anmen Gate in Xuanwu District.
Yan State in ancient times was a small
kingdom ruled by feudal lords; therefore,
Ji City was only a city, not a national

capital.
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Binhe Park

Binhe Park stretches from Xibianmen Gate in
the north to the southwest part of Youanmen
Gate in the south and gets its name from its
close location to the western moat of the
former old Beijing City. The area where Binhe
Park is located was very important in the early
urban construction of Beijing and a large
number of historical sites are still preserved in
the surrounding areas.
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Memorial Que for Capital Beijing

In 2003, to celebrate the 850th anniversary
of the establishment of Beijing City as capital,
a Memorial Statue Que was established on
the Daandian site of Jin Zhongdu in Binhe
Park, which is to the south of the Memorial
Column of Ji City. A que was an ornamental
and symbolic building in ancient China, which
was often built in front of an imperial palace,
temple or mausoleum. The Memorial Que is
12 meters in height, with Chinese characters
saying "Jin Gong Dian Gu Zhi", which translates
to mean the old site of a palace in the Jin
Dynasty (1115-1234) , carved on the northern
and southern sides of its base. In addition, the
Record of the Memorial Que for capital Beijing
was carved on the western side of its base, and
the Record of the History of Beijing City written
by Mr. Hou Renzhi — a famous Chinese historian
and geographer — carved on the eastern side of
its base.

There were five capital cities in the
Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125), with Shangjing
(now Balinzuoqi in Inner Mongolia) being
the national capital together with four other
alternate capitals. At that time, Beijing was
one of the four alternate capitals and was
named Nanjing or Yanjing.

A ruler of the Jin Dynasty (1115 -
1234) ordered the large-scale construction
of the imperial city on the site of the
former Nanjing City, and this was
completed in 1153 and the capital of the
Jin Dynasty moved to Nanjing and was
renamed Zhongdu. The birth of Zhongdu
of the Jin Dynasty is acknowledged as
the beginning of Beijing’s capital history.

The destiny of Beijing changed
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Location Comparison Map between Jin
Zhongdu City and Beijing City in the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911)
This map was made of bronze and is located on
the granite ground to the north of the Memorial
Que for capital Beijing. It clearly shows the sites
of Beijing City in the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234),
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911).

greatly in the 13th century.

At that time, in order to strengthen
his control over North China and China’s
Central Plains as well as expand towards
the south, Kublai Khan, the leader of the
Mongolian ethnic minority, ordered the
relocation of the capital of Dayuan on
the Mongolian grassland southward and
constructed a new city, named Dadu (the
Great Capital), in the northeast suburbs of
Zhongdu. Dadu was the capital of the Yuan
Dynasty (1271 - 1368) from 1267.

One century later, troops of the Ming
Empire invaded Dadu - capital of the
Yuan Dynasty and renamed it Beipingfu.
Emperor Zhu Di in the Ming Dynasty
(1368 — 1644) changed the name of
Beiping to Beijing and decided to move
the capital northwards in 1403 (the first
year of the Yongle reign in the Ming
Dynasty). In 1421, Beijing became the
official capital of the Ming Dynasty.

Beijing City in the Ming Dynasty
(1368 — 1644) was basically built on
the old site of the capital of the Yuan
Dynasty (1271 - 1368), Dadu, with the
city being narrowed by 2.5km in the
north and widened by 1km in the south.
It was mainly located within today’s
Second Ring Road in Dongcheng District

and Xicheng District. This region was
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also known as the inner city and once it
was established, construction of an outer
city commenced to strengthen the defense
of the capital. However, this construction
was shortly suspended due to limited
financing and only the city wall in the
south was completed, thus forming the
only convex city wall in China.

In the spring of 1644, Li Zicheng led
his peasant army to conquer Beijing City
and Emperor Chongzhen hung himself
on Meishan Hill, now Jingshan Hill in
Beijing, ending the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644). Later, Wu Sangui, a surrendering
general of the Ming Dynasty, guided
Qing troops to enter the Shanhai Pass
and invade Beijing City. The Qing
government built Beijing City as its
capital based on the old site from the
Ming Dynasty, and so Beijing as a city
was preserved and the cityscape of the
Ming Dynasty carried forward.

The national capitals in ancient
China are all characterized by a city
within a city. The imperial palace, which
houses the imperial court, is surrounded
by the imperial city, which has city
walls. This area is known as Danei - the
imperial City. There is an area outside
of the imperial city that guards the

Forbidden City. Finally, outermost city
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Bird's-eye View of the Imperial Palace
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The Imperial Palace is also known as the Forbidden City, where 24 emperors lived in the Ming Dynasty and

Qing Dynasty .
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walls act as protective screens, defending
both the capital’s inner and outer cities.
The imperial city was regarded as the
center of capital when the capital city
was planned. Orientation was determined
only after the center was confirmed. The
capital city is oriented southward, that
is the building’s entrances face south.
This orientation is associated with the
geographic location of China. Because
there are strong and fierce north winds in
winter in China, it is fit for a building to

face south, with its back to the north.
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Turret at the Imperial Palace
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Shicha Lake
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Beijing’s Central Axis

The construction of the Yuan capital
Dadu basically followed the standard
national capital construction in the
ancient kingdom, that is to say, the
imperial city was the center of the
capital city.

Dadu was designed by a talented
architect who was originally named
Liu Kan but was granted the name
of Bingzhong by Kublai Khan. Guo
Shoujing, a student of Liu Bingzhong
and also an outstanding scientist, also
participated in the design of Dadu
and made remarkable contributions to
renovating the city’s drainage system.
After careful planning, they decided
to locate the imperial city on the site
of the Bleak Palace from the former
capital during the Jin Dynasty (1115—
1234), Zhongdu. Located on the eastern
shore of a lake area in the northeast
of Zhongdu, Bleak Palace boasted
abundant water resources and an ideal
topography, as well as the preserved
Taining Palace — an imperial palace that
had not been destroyed in wars. This
area is now home to water Shicha Lake
and the Three Seas, namely Nanhai
(meaning southern sea) Lake, Zhonghai
(meaning middle sea) Lake, and Beihai
(meaning northern sea) Lake.

These two architects decided to
locate the central point of the Dadu
capital to the due north of the Forbidden
City, namely the northeast shore of the
point where Shicha Lake and the Three
Seas met. This line between the city
center and the Forbidden City — the
gravity center of the whole capital —
then extended both north and south and

* ARLEPRMEILR

Northern Section of the Central Axis, as Seen
from Jingshan Hill
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Southern Section of the Central Axis, as Seen
from Jingshan Hill

Standing atop Jingshan Hill, you can have a

panoramic view of the central axis in Beijing,

stretching over the middle peak of Jingshan Hill to
the Bell and Drum Towers at the northernmost end to
the magnificent Forbidden City in the due south, and
then extending towards the Tower of Yongdingmen

Gate, the southernmost point of the central axis
renovated a few years ago.




