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FOREWORD

Lu Xun, the leader of the New Culture Movement in China, whose spirit is an inheritance and accumulation
of humanistic connotation in Shaoxing for thousands of years. It is the foundation of the city’s "software", and
the soul of the city. The native place where Lu Xun was born and grew, and the scenes in his astounding works
in which so many figures act out, are the quintessence of the city’s "hardware".

In 1982, Shaoxing was nominated by the State Council as one of the First Batch of Prestigious Cities with
Historical Culture. It has carried forward the 4,000 years cultural tradition, and has recorded more than 2,500
years of the city history. As an important component part of the historical-cultural city, Lu Xun Native Place
is, relatively speaking, a historical and cultural district with the most concentrated historical information, most
complete street features, and most typical architectures of local tradition. It is no exaggeration to say that Lu Xun
Native Place is a good model of Chinese historical districts, and even of the world’s, a classical civil residence
in the regions south of the Yangtze River, a representative of celebrities’ former residences, and one of the best
locales for better understanding Lu Xun’s works.

In spring 2002, guided by a scientific and sustainable principle of protecting a historical and cultural city,
the CPC Municipal Committee and the People’s Government of Shaoxing City adopted a multidisciplinary
approach, and worked out the Planning for Preserving Historical Districs of Lu Xun Native Place with strategic
vision. The area of this project occupies 51.57 hectares. in which the central area covers 28.90 hectares. The
protection project, designed together by Architecture Academy of Tsing Hua University and Shaoxing Urban
Planning and Design Institute in the spirit of “The Native Place belongs not only to the historic district, but
also to the whole city: to be not only historical, but also contemporary™. The district covers from the South
Zhongxing Road in the east to the South Jiefang Road in the west, from the Roudun Lane in the south to the
East-West Xianhuan River in the north. It contains a central protection area, a traditional feature coordination
area, and a surrounding environment control area. According to historical materials and the current remains, and
in consideration of people’s requirements of modern environment for living and sightseeing, five districts are
designed, including four exhibition districts separately showing the living environment in Lu Xun’s adolescence,
people’s traditional life style in Shaoxing in the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, the scenes and
figures in Lu Xun’s works, and the research achievements of Lu Xun's works and thoughts, and one district for
traditional commerce and tourism service. - L
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opened completely to the public. Here you can take a Wupeng boat trip on the rivers and experience the peace
and elegance. Here you can ramble along stone paths, visiting alleys and houses, such as the Pedestrian Street
of Dongchangfangkou, the New Courtyard Compound of the Zhou Family, Shou Jingwu’s Former Residence,
the Courtyard Compound of the Dai Family and so on, of which a courtyard, a pound of water, and even a small
building, would all make you gasp with admiration at their consciousness and abstruseness. Here you can visit
some originally protected constructions, such as Lu Xun’s Former Residence, Sanwei Study, Baicao Garden, Lu
Xun's Ancestral Residence, Tugu Temple, Changqing Temple, Tazi Bridge and so on. You can also skim through
and appreciate a large number of precious materials and exhibits that reveal so dignified and thrifty historical
information. The scenes at this time are amusing, with an atmosphere following, which leads you to a vision of
being together with Lu Xun, the great man, to share his breath and fate. On such occasion, you would thoroughly
sublimate your emotion and thought with a historical view, a literary mood and a philosophical meditation. You
would roam in a mental world of the national moral integrity which Lu Xun had called on, and people’s will to
go through thick and thin together.

Shaoxing is a famous historical and cultural city, as well as an excellent tourism city. Its cultural relics
and scenic spots scatter all over like stars in the sky. Its traces and remains of celebrities spread in every corner.
Considering the time length of historical accumulation, the space width of social life, and the spiritual depth of
cultural connotation, Lu Xun Native Place might be said the most attractive and must-be-visited spot. When we
admire Lu Xun, we would naturally associate the great man with the ambition of King Goujian, the literary grace
of Wang Xizhi, the lofty sentiments of Lu You and the heroic of Qiu Jin, which Lu Xun had called for in his
works. When we visit Lu Xun Native Place, we would spontaneously associate the place with East Lake, Great
Yu Cemetery, Orchid Pavilion, Shen Garden, Lu’s Residence and Bazi Bridge, where Lu Xun had ever wandered.
The interpretation of Shaoxing could not be apart from Lu Xun, while the interpretation of Lu Xun should be
closely related to Shaoxing. Regional culture is the reflection of national culture and history.

The study on Lu Xun and Shaoxing culture, of which are the scenes and relics in Lu Xun Native Place and
Shaoxing the carriers, is an important part most closely related to us in modern Chinese culture. In recent years,

more than one million visitors annually have come from home and abroad to visit and admire Lu Xun. Those who

wish
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Lu Xun Native Place, where the great writer Lu Xun was born and spent his
adolescence, has kept numerous historical and cultural relics and has even maintained most
of its traditional style till nowadays, showing the environmental characteristic of the late
Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China. It has become a continuation of the city
history and culture because of its unique value. The whole protection planning area occupies
51.57 hectares and consists of five parts, including four exhibition districts separately
showing the living environment in Lu Xun’s adolescence, people’s traditional life style
in Shaoxing in the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, the scenes and figures
in Lu Xun’s works, and the research achievements of Lu Xun’s works and thoughts, and
one district for traditional commerce and tourism service. It is now a real locale for better
understanding the essence of Lu Xun's works, appreciating the folks and tales depicted by Lu
Xun, and experiencing the same way of life as Lu Xun lived at his time. It is also an epitome
of the south Yangtze River area with a style of white walls and black roof-tiles, stone streets
and bridges, rivers and dwellings along, and Wupeng boats (black awning boats in Shaoxing)

and creak of the oars.
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