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Listening to History, 1995, bronze, by Bill Woodrow
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Zgubilo sie pokolenie. Takze miasta. Narody.

Ale to troche pdzniej. Tymezasem w oknie jaskotka.
Odprawia obrzed sekundy. Ten chlopiec, czy juz podejrzewa
Ze pieknosé zawsze nie tu i zawsze klamliwa?

Teraz widzi swoje powiaty. Kosza otawy.

Drogi krete, pod gére,w dét. Borki. Jeziora.

Pochmurne niebo z jednym ukoénym promieniem.

I wszedzie rzedy kosiarzy w koszulach z grubego plétna,

W ciemnoniebieskich spodniach , barwionych wedle zwyczaju.
Widzi co widze dotychczas. Byl jednak przebiegly,

Patrzyl jakby od razu rzeczy zmieniala pamigé.

Odwracal sie jadac bryka bo cheial najwigcej zachowaé.
To znaczy zbieral co trzeba na jaki$ ostatni moment

Kiedy z okruchéw ulozy swiat juz doskonaly.



My generation was lost. Cities too. And nations. -

But all this a little later. Meanwhile , in the window,a swallow
Performs its rite of the second. That boy,does he already suspect
That beauty is always elsewhere and always delusive?

Now he sees his homeland. At the time of the second mowing.
Roads winding uphill and down. Pine groves. Lakes.

An overcast sky with one slanting ray.

And everywhere men with scythes,in shirts of unbleached linen
And the dark-blue trousers that were common in the province.
He sees what I see even now. Oh but he was clever,
Attentive , as if things were instantly changed by memory.

Riding in a cart,he looked back to retain as much as possible.
Which means he knew what was needed for some ultimate moment
Which he would compose from fragments a world perfect at last.
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