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Preface

Preface

Today, great research libraries holding major collections of rare books and manuscripts
do not merely store them; they make their holdings discoverable to the scholarly world ac-
cording to the most appropriate methods. This is of course a continual process, and the cat-
alogs of the Gest Oriental Library of the Princeton University published half a century ago go
out of date as more items are added to the collections, and earlier descriptions may no lon-
ger answer current needs.

It is in this context that we are delighted to see the completion of this catalog of the
Chinese rare book holdings within the Princeton University Library, a catalog in some ways
“merely” improved, in other ways completely new. As the short history of how these treas-
ures were cataloged in the past which follows this preface makes clear, the Princeton Uni-
versity Library has been very fortunate in having been able to attract in the past some of the
foremost specialists of their day to describe the holdings of its world — famous Gest Collec-
tion held at the East Asian Library. It is not an exaggeration to say that thanks to the con-
tinuous high — level devotion to its diverse contents by Princeton faculty, librarians and
students, the Gest Collection has played a major role in the development of the current bur-
geoning field of East Asian book history.

It was therefore natural that Princeton formed the center of international efforts to bring
about a bridge between the Chinese rare book traditions and on - line cataloging; ever since
then, the most recent information on any book can be consulted on — line. However, we
still heard from many of our colleagues in China that there was a demand for a printed ver-
sion incorporating all the changes records had undergone during the several decades since
the last catalog was issued. The dissemination of such information is part of the nation —
wide efforts to increase the knowledge of Chinese works held outside China to their potential
users within. The National Library of China Press graciously offered to publish such a vol-

ume, and we are glad to see here the result of a one — year effort to make that possible.
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Libraries and collections do not exist in a vacuum. We are therefore especially happy
that for the first time, this catalog includes Chinese rare books ( defined as those published
before 1796 ) from all the University of Princeton libraries. Thus, some ten percent of the
entries in this catalog are new, the records having been created through close cooperation
between the East Asian Library and the other libraries.

The original Gest Collection was founded with the expressed goal to further understand-
ing between East and West. Apart from the fact that we now see the “East” and “ West” as
interconnecting concepts rather than completely separate existing entities, the desire to fos-
ter further mutual understanding remains as relevant now as it was in the 1920s. May this

catalog be a material manifestation of that spirit.

University Librarian, Princeton University Anne Jarvis
Director, East Asian Library, Princeton University Martin J. Heijdra

In February, 2017
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