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Introduction

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a country of
contradictions, where East meets West, and where
several ideologies have come together to evolve into a
vibrant, diverse culture. While there may be much that
the Western visitors will find familiar in the day-to-day
life here, there are differences that can be startling'.

Bosnia is a unique combination of religious values,
communist secularism”’, Western attitudes, and Eastern
practices. The people are warm, open, and eager to
move forward—but are hampered” by their memories
of a conflict-filled past. The breathtaking landscape
varies widely across the country—but pollution is
an increasing problem. The economic situation 1s
improving—but it 1s far from satisfactory. The people
espouse’ Western attitudes—but remain family-centered
and uphold traditional gender roles. In sum, nothing
can be taken for granted.

The trauma’ of recent history remains palpable’,
evidenced both by the bullet holes visible in city
buildings and by a somewhat downtrodden’ attitude
that can unexpectedly rise to the surface in your
Bosnian friends and colleagues. After the devastating’
effects of the war in the 1990s, Bosnians today have
a renewed appreciation for family and a widespread
distrust of government.

Bosnia 1s a beautifully complex country, but it 1s a



