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PREFACE

In the beginning of 1979, soon after China and the U.S. established
diplomatic relations, five scholars from the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS) were invited to visit and lecture in the U.S. This was done
as a part of an agreement between the China Association for Science and
Technology and the Committee on Scholarly Communication with China
(CSCC). The five people invited were Sun Yefang and Xu Dixin from the
Institute of Economics, Xia Nai and Wang Zhongshu from the Institute of
Archaeology, and Luo Ergang from the Institute of Modern History. After
some deliberations, CASS sent only Xu Dixin and Wang Zhongshu from
their respective institutions. Luo was unable to go due to health reasons.

Although the host institute in the U.S. was CSCC, the person directly
responsible for receiving my team was Professor Kwang-Chih Chang of
Harvard University. We agreed that I would stay three months in the U.S.,
spending more than one month at Harvard University in Cambridge,
Mass., and then stay at University of Washington in Seattle and University
of California at Berkeley for four weeks each. During the trip, aside from
sightseeing and research, I would devote most of my energy to lecturing
about Chinese archaeology of the Han period at these three universities.

In preparation, beginning in April 1979, I started writing my lecture
manuscripts. I chose nine topics for the lectures. They were: “Chang’an:
The Capital City of Western Han,” “Luoyang: The Capital City of Eastern

"o«

Han,” “Han Dynasty Agriculture,” “Lacquerware,” “Bronzes,

” o«

Iron
Implements,” “Ceramics,” “Tombs—1I," and “Tombs—II" Two months
before I left for the U.S. in early October of that year, I had finished all
lecture preparations (including making hundreds of projector slides), and
sent the materials to Professor Chang. He invited Sinologists in the U.S. to
translate “Luoyang,’ “Han Dynasty Agriculture,” “Lacquerware, “Bronzes,’
“Iron Implements,” and “Ceramics” into English. He himself took on the
translation of “Chang’an,” “Tombs—I" and “Tombs—II" When I was

in the U.S., besides lecturing all the nine topics at the three universities



mentioned above, I also delivered speeches “Luoyang” at Columbia
University and University of California at Los Angeles, and “Tombs—]I, I1”
at the United States National Academy of Sciences and Stanford University.

In the 1960s and 1970s, it was popular for Western scholars in
countries like the U.S. and UK. to publish papers regarding the origin

of civilizations. Professor Chang recognized this boom in international

S
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academia, and initiated the publication of a series of books on early
Chinese civilization. This was a collective effort to popularize the study of
ancient China. Chang himself wrote Shang Civilization, while professor
Cho-yun Hsii at the University of Pittsburgh co-authored Western Chou
Civilization. Later, Li Xueqin at the Institute of History of CASS published
Eastern Zhou and Qin Civilizations. The series of the nine lectures was
compiled by Chang into a book entitled “Han Civilization,” and published
in 1982 by Yale University Press. Chang himself contributed the foreword,
and Yu Ying-shih of Yale University revised the manuscript.

Xia Nai, who had been in charge of the Institute of Archaeology of
CASS for long, was my mentor in my youth. After seeing my lecture
manuscripts translated and published in the U.S., he suggested that the
original text should also be organized into a book and published in China.
I did as he suggested, and brought the nine lectures together to produce
the Chinese edition, whose name literally means “A Brief Examination of
Han Dynasty Archaeology” This book was published by the Zhonghua
Book Company in Beijing in 1984.

By coincidence, Professor Xia was also invited to visit the U.S. in
1981, and gave lectures on “Jade and Silk of Han China”” His lecture
manuscripts were translated into English and published in book form
in the U.S. Some American scholars thought that Han Civilization and
Professor Xia's book were coherent in content, calling them “sister works.”
I find this comparison a great honor, and feel very happy.

Now, Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press plans to include
both Professor Xia’s Jade and Silk of Han China and my Han Civilization
in the “Bilingual Series of Liberal Arts Masterpieces,” so I take this
occasion to write this foreword, explaining how these books came into

being. I hope readers would like them.

Wang Zhongshu
February 25, 2013
(Translated by Qi Chen at Columbia University)
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FOREWORD TO THE ENGLISH EDITION (1982

Of all the historical dynasties of imperial China, the Han is without
question the most archaeologically dependent. On the one hand, because
of the Han custom of richly furnishing the brick- and stone-constructed
graves, archaeologists have been particularly amply rewarded with Han
remains, including many written documents. On the other, because
of Han's antiquity, its traditional literary documentation is glaringly
incomplete. Therefore, a book on Han archaeology has long been awaited
by not only Han scholars but also students interested in Chinese history,
art, and archaeology.

The present volume, in which Wang Zhongshu masterfully summarizes
the important archaeological data pertaining to the Han civilization,
is that long-awaited book. In it the latest data are carefully synthesized
and presented by one of China’s principal archaeologists of the Han
civilization. Wang Zhongshu, research fellow and deputy director of the
Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, has not only
participated in many excavations at Han sites, but also was the director of
the excavations of the site of Chang'an in the 1950s and early 1960s.

In October 1979 Wang Zhongshu gave a series of nine lectures
on Han dynasty archaeology at Harvard University. He came under
the auspices of a senior lectureship program arranged between the
Committee on Scholarly Communication with China (Washington, D.C.)
and the China Association for Science and Technology (Beijing). After
speaking at Harvard, Wang delivered some of the same lectures at the
University of Washington (Seattle) and the University of California
(Berkeley) before returning to China. At Harvard, Wang's visit was
sponsored by the American School of Prehistoric Research at the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, and his lectures were
delivered at the departments of Anthropology, East Asian Languages and
Civilizations, and Fine Arts.

Soon after their arrival in Cambridge, Wang and his assistant, Xu



Pingfang, who is a senior archaeologist best known for his work at Yuan
Dadu, raised with me the possibility of publishing his lectures in this
country. Having received the Chinese texts of his forthcoming lectures
beforehand, I was familiar with their rich content and superb quality, and
I reacted enthusiastically to the idea. Soon they decided to entrust me

with the task that has resulted in the volume that appears before you.
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The book could not have been prepared without two sources
of generous support. The first is the National Endowment for the
Humanities, which awarded me a grant to help prepare the manuscript
for publication. I am grateful to the Endowment, which, of course, will
not be held responsible for any of the views expressed herein.

The other source of support comes from my Harvard colleagues who
served as interpreters during Wang's lectures, given in Chinese, and
generously placed at my disposal the English translations of the various
chapters they had prepared. They are Professor Ronald Egan of the
Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, who translated
chapters 2 and 3; Dr. Loh Wai-fong, of the same department, chapters
5 and 6; Mr. Robert Mowry, of the Fogg Museum (now curator of the
Asia House Gallery in New York), chapter 7; and Ms. Jenny So, of the
Department of Fine Arts, chapter 4. (Chapters 1, 8, and 9 were translated
by me.) Mr. Thatcher Deane of the University of Washington provided
me with his own translation of chapter 6, a particularly difficult chapter to
translate, and I frequently consulted it in preparing the final manuscript.
I thank all of them for their excellent work and herein acknowledge their
respective contributions. As editor, however, I alone am responsible
for any errors of translation. Most of the illustrations in this volume
appeared previously either in publications of the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences or in the journal Wenwu. In each case, the appearance is
noted in the endnotes. The author and editor acknowledge their gratitude
to the Academy and Wenwu for allowing them to be published here. The
footnotes and the captions for illustrations were translated by me, and I
prepared the appendix.

Figures 2, 28, 29, 30, 37, and 42, and the frontispiece have been

redrawn by Mrs. Nancy Lambert Brown.

Harvard University K. C. Chang
September 1, 1980
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