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Chapter One America

The United States of America (USA) is a federal republic composed of 50
states. Located in central North America, the United States has a land area of 9.3
million square kilometers with over 320 million people. It is the fourth largest
country in the world in size after Russia, Canada and China. Washington is the
capital city of America. It is one of the world’s most ethnically diverse and
multicultural nations.
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1. America in the Colonial Era

It is traditionally believed that the first
Americans were Indians, descendants of the
Mongolia people in Asia. About at least 12, 000
years ago, they traveled to the North American
continent. From that time on, they made their
home and lived there. In the late 15th century,
Christopher Columbus,
sailed across the vast ocean and reached some
small islands in the now West Indies, not
knowing he has discovered a New Continent.
Another navigator, Amerigo Vespucci, proved
that the land was not India, but a new continent.
So the land was named America after him.

The first successful English colony in North
America was founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in
1607. In 1620, a group of Puritans, who were
later called the Pilgrim Fathers, sailed for
Virginia on a ship called the Mayflower. They
had been persecuted in England because they
refused to abide by the rules of the Church of
England. They finally landed in what now
Plymouth, Massachusetts.

2. The War of Independence .
The American Revolutionary War (1775 -

an [talian navigator,

-

American History - % [# )i

1783), also known as the American War of

Independence and the Revolutionary War in the
United States, was the armed conflict between
Great Britain and thirteen of its North American
which had declared themselves the
independent United States of America.

The economy in the thirteen colonies developed
very fast and people wanted more power to
determine their own business. But the policy of
the British government was to bring the

colonies,
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development under control and to collect more
taxes from the colonies. In order to help the
British East India Company out of difficulty, the
British government allowed the companies to sell
tea at a lower price in the colonies through its
own people. This took away the business from
The people in the
colonies opposed the unfair treatment and all
these policies. They declared,
without representation”, that is, without their
representatives taking part in decision-making,
they had no obligation to pay taxes. On April 19,
1775, when the British soldiers arrived at
Lexington, they were met by armed militiamen.
The shots were fired, and the War of Independence
began.

In May 1775, the Second Continental
Congress was held in Philadelphia and acted as a

American tea merchants.

“No taxation

provisional government of the 13 colony-states. It
established the Continental Army and Navy under
the command of George Washington. Thomas
Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence,
which the Congress adopted on July 4, 1776. The
Declaration presented a public defense of the
American War of Independence,
importantly, it explained the philosophy behind
the war, that men have a natural right to “life,
that
governments can rule only with the “consent of

and most

liberty and the pursuit of happiness”,

the governed”, that any government may be
dissolved when it fails to protect the rights of the
people. This theory of politics is central to the
Western political tradition.

At first, the war went badly for the
Americans. After endless hard fighting, in
October 1777, the American won a great victory
at Saratoga. This was the turning point of the
war, resulting in an alliance between the US and
France. Finally, in 1781, the British soldiers were
forced to surrender. In 1783, the British and the
Americans signed the Treaty of Paris, and the
United States of America won its independence.

3. The War of 1812

The War of 1812 was a military conflict that
lasted from 1812 to 1815, fought between the
United States of America and the United
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Kingdom. Causes of the war included British
attempts to restrict US trade, the Royal Navy’s
impressments of American seamen and America’s
desire to expand its territory. By 1814, both sides
decided to begin negotiation and they both sent
delegations to a neutral site in Ghent (now part
of Belgium). The ratification of the Treaty of
Ghent on February 17, 1815, ended the war but
left many of the most contentious questions
unresolved. Nonetheless, many in the United
States celebrated the War of 1812 as a “second
war of independence”, and the war strengthened
the feeling of national unity and patriotism.

4. The American Civil War

The American Civil War was a civil war in
the United States fought from 1861 to 1865. The
Union faced secessionists in eleven Southern
states known as the Confederate States of
America. The Union won the war, which
remains the bloodiest in US history.

In the early 1800s, the Northern states
turned from farming to manufacturing. Black
slavery soon disappeared in the North. But things
were different in the South. The South expanded
both its agriculture and its slavery. With the
territorial expansion toward the west, the
problem of whether slavery should be allowed to
spread into these areas arose again. The problem
of slavery became a serious political issue. The
abolitionists tried to abolish slavery while the
South tried to keep it. When Abraham Lincoln
was elected President, the Southern states broke
away and formed a new nation—the Confederate
States of America. Then Lincoln was determined
to maintain the Union and the war broke out on
April 12, 1861. Lincoln realized that he could
win support for the Union at home and abroad by
making the war a just war against slavery. So he
issued Emancipation Proclamation, which granted
freedom to all slaves. Thus England and France
stood by the Union’s side.
joined the Union Army.

The Gettysburg battle is the turning pomt of
the Civil War. At this battle, the Union Amy
.under the command of Ulysses S. Grant defeated
the Confederate Army. The Gettysburg Speech is

Many black slaves
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a famous speech made by Abraham Lincoln on
November 19, 1683 at Gettysburg on the occasion
of dedicating the national cemetery there. He
ended his speech with those memorable words:
“that the government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.” On April 9, 1865, the Confederate Army
surrendered and the Civil War ended. After the
Civil War, the United States
developments in industry, agriculture, science
and technology, and population.

saw great

5. America in the 20th Century

(1) America in World War I

At the start of World War 1, President
Wilson (1856 — 1924) issued his proclamation of
neutrality on behalf of the people of the United
States. Nevertheless, the US later entered the
war in 1917 for several reasons. First, the
Germans announced that submarines were to sink
ships going to England, which would greatly
injure American trade. Second, Germany promised
Mexicans a chance to regain its lost territory by
going to war against the US. Third, after more
than two years of fighting, both sides grew
weary. This was a good chance for the US to
successfully influence the result of the war.

After World War I, America saw a short-
term development in the 1920s, but unexpectedly,
the Great Depression broke out in 1929. By 1933,
industrial production had fallen to just 56% of its
1929 level, and at least 13 million people were
unemployed. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882 -
1945) was elected President in 1933. In order to
deal with the economic depression, he introduced
the “New Deal”, which to some extent helped the
country get out of the depression.

(2) America in World War 11

In the early days of World War II, the US
government adopted a sit-on-the-fence policy.
The American capitalists wanted to continue their
profitable trade with the warring countries,
including the aggressors. The Japanese air raid on
Pearl Harbor was the direct cause for America’s
entrance into the war. On December 7, 1941,
Japanese planes suddenly showered bombs on the
American fleet and military installations at Pearl
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Harbor, Hawaii. About 3, 400 Americans were
killed or wounded, with the loss of more than 180
planes and 8 battleships. Then America declared
war against Japan the following day. In June
1944, American, British and Canadian forces
landed on the beaches of Normandy, opening the
western front to attack the Germans. In May
1945, Germany surrendered. On August 6 and 9,
American airplanes dropped two atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On August 14, Japan
surrendered and World War II ended. In April
1945, a conference was called in San Francisco to
organize the United Nations. 48 countries altogether
attended the conference and the United Nations
was established. America was the nation which
gained the largest benefit from the World War II,
which laid the economic foundation for its hegemony
in the post-war world.

(3) America in Postwar Era

D Cold War

During World War II, the development of
the American economy reached a higher stage.
As a result, America became the strongest power
in the Western world. In the spring of 1947,
President Truman (1884 — 1972) declared the
“Truman Doctrine” in order to establish the US
hegemony in the post-war world. This marked
the beginning of the Cold War. In the early post-
war period, the Cold War was the most important
political and diplomatic issue. It grew out of
disagreements between the Soviet Union and the
United States. The United States wanted to
spread its sphere of influence and restrict the
Soviet Union and communism. Thus began the
long conflicts between the two camps of the
SUPErpOWers.

@ Cuban Missile Crisis

In 1962, the Soviet Union sent both offensive
and defensive medium and intermediate missiles
with nuclear warheads to Cuba and started
building missile site there. The American spy
plane found this, and then President Kennedy
finally decided to use naval force to prevent
military material and arms from getting into Cuba
and demanded the removal of the missiles. The
two superpowers stared at each other, with the
possibility of a nuclear war looming large. Then
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Khrushchev backed down and accepted American
conditions.

® Vietnam War

The policy of containment of Communism
led the United States in the war in Vietnam. The
Vietnam War (1954 - 1975) was started under
Eisnhower (1890 - 1969) and was continued by
John F. Kennedy (1917 — 1963) and Lyndon B.
Johnson (1908 — 1973). In 1960, Kennedy was
elected President and his government policy was
to contain Communism in Vietnam. Johnson
became President in 1963 after President Kennedy
was assassinated. He promised not to send
American soldiers to Vietnam, but failed to keep
his word. More and more American people
opposed the war. Critics rose throughout the
country to demand American withdrawal.

In 1968, Richard Nixon (1913 - 1994) was
elected President. In 1973, he signed an agreement
to announce the US military involvement in the
Vietnam War ended. The total number of the
killed or missing American soldiers during the war
reached over 58,000. The war greatly weakened
America and sharpened the country’s internal
contradictions.

@ The 1960s Civil Rights Movement

The 1960s Civil Rights Movement encompassed
social movements in the United States whose goals
were to end racial segregation and discrimination
against African Americans and to secure legal
recognition and and federal protection of the
citizenship rights. The movement was characterized
by major campaigns of civil resistance. Between
1955 and 1968, acts of non-violent protest and
civil disobedience produced crisis situations and
productive dialogues between activists and
government authorities.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929 - 1968) was an
American Baptist minister, activist, humanitarian,
and leader in the African-American Civil Rights
Movement. He is best known for his role in the
advancement of civil rights using non-violent civil
disobedience based on his Christian beliefs. He
became one of the greatest orators in America
history after he delivered the famous speech “I
Have a Dream” at Lincoln Memorial in 1963.

On July 2, 1964, President Johnson signed
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the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which banned
discrimination based on “race, color, religion,
sex or national origin” in employment practices
and public accommodations. The Civil Rights Act
of 1968 prohibited discrimination concerning the
sale, rental, and financing of housing based on
race, religion, and national origin. It also made
it a federal crime to “by force or by threat of
force, injure, intimidate, or interfere with
anyone. .. by their color,
religion, or national origin”.

® The reestablishment of China-US diplomatic
relations

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, with the
deep involvement in the Vietnam War and the
expansion of influence of the Soviet Union in the
world, the United States began to look for a way
to improve relations with China so as to get
China’s help for its withdrawal from South
Vietnam and to work with China against Soviet
expansion. In 1972, President’ Nixon visited
China and met Chairman Mao Zedong and the
two countries issued the Shanghai Communiqué.
The visit ended 23 years of hostility and led to the
establishment of diplomatic relations in January
1979.

® Watergate Scandal

In order to defeat the Democrats in the
forthcoming presidential election, Richard Nixon

reason of race,

asked his men to have a taping system installed in
the Watergate apartment-office complex in
Washington D.C. in 1971. His men were arrested
in June, 1972, and his scheme was disclosed in
1973. Nixon had to surrender the tapes. On
August 9, 1973, he resigned from office. This is
called Watergate Scandal. It disillusioned the
American society as a whole.

6. America in the 21th Century

In the presidential election of 2000, George
W. Bush (1946 - ), son of the former President
Bush, became the 43rd President of the United
States. The theme of Bush’s inaugural address was
national unity. Bush listed a number of" priorities
for his administration, such as reforming education,
cutting taxes, shoring up social security and

medicare, and strengthening the country’s defense.
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On September 11, 2001, the United States
suffered the most devastating foreign attack ever
against its mainland. That morning, some
terrorists hijacked four airplanes and used two of
them as suicide vehicles to destroy the twin
towers of the World Trade Center. A third
crashed into the Pentagon, the Defense Department’s
headquarters just outside of Washington, D. C.
The fourth, probably meant for the US Capitol,
crashed in the Pennsylvania countryside as
passengers fought the hijackers.

The Bush administration’s response to the
September 11 event was swift, wide-ranging and
decisive. They attributed responsibility for the
attack to Osama bin Laden and the al-Qaeda. The
US launched a military operation in October 2001
against the Taliban regime of Afghanistan. As a
result, the Taliban regime was removed from
power. In his 2002 State of the Union Address,
Bush named an “axis of the evil” that he thought
threatened the US among which Iraq seemed to
him and his advisors the most immediately
troublesome.

On March 20, 2003, American and British
troops, supported by small contingents from
several other countries, began an invasion of
Iraq. Baghdad fell on April 9. On May 1, Bush
declared an end to major combat in Iraq. Saddam
Hussein was captured on October 13, 2003. On
December 30, 2006, he was hanged for crimes
against humanity. On May 2, 2011, the
American army raided Osama bin Laden’s house
in Pakistan and killed him.
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Located in central North America, the
United States has a land area of 9. 3 million
square kilometers. It is the fourth largest country
in the world in size after Russia, Canada and
China. The terrain of the US is that the east and
west sides are high and the middle is low.
Traditionally from the east to the west, the
United States can be divided into 7 geographical
regions. The two main mountain ranges in
America are the Appalachian Mountains and the
Rocky Mountains. The Mississippi River is the
longest river, over 6,000 kilometers. The most
important lakes are the Great Lakes: Lake
Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake
Erie and Lake Ontario. Six types of climate can
be found in the United States.

1. Territory Range

There are 50 states in the United States. Of
all the states, Alaska is the largest in area and
Rhode Island the smallest. But on the mainland,
Texas is the largest state. Alaska and Hawaii are
the two newest states in America. Alaska is on
the northwest of Canada, and Hawaii lies in the
central Pacific.

Traditionally from the east to the west, the
United States can be divided into the following 7
geographical regions.

(1) New England is made up of six states of
the Northeast. Because of its stony soil, it is not
noted for its agriculture. Dairying is the most
important farm activity. New England is also well-
known for its position in education. Many famous
universities and colleges such as Yale, Harvard,
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
are located here. .

(2) The Middle Atlantic is made up of 6
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states. It has one fifth of the total population of
the United States.

(3) The Midwest includes 12 states and lies in
the northern part of the United States. It is
America’s most important agricultural area, a major
manufacturing region and the nation’s leading center
of heavy industry. The cultural capital of the
Midwest and the largest and busiest port on the Great
Lakes—Chicago, the automobile capital of the
world—Detroit, and the agricultural capital of
the United States—Omaha are all located here.

(4) The American South includes 13 states.
It is well known for its agriculture and abundant
mineral resources.

(5) The American West includes 11 states
and covers about 1/3 of the country’s land
surface. It can be divided into 3 parts: the Great
Plains, the Rocky Mountains and the inter-
mountain basin and plateaus. Its main activities
include dry farming, irrigation farming, and live-
stock raising.

(6) The Pacific Coast. Hoover Dam, one of
the nature’s most impressive sights—the Grand
Canyon, Salt Lake City, America’s second
leading fishing state—California, and the Pacific
Coast’s largest and busiest commercial city—San
Francisco are all located here.

(7) The New States refer to Alaska and Hawaii.
Honolulu is the capital of Hawaii and Juneau is
the capital of Alaska.

2. Mountains and Rivers

The two main mountain ranges in America
are the Appalachian Mountains running from
northeast to southwest and the Rocky Mountains
running from northwest to southeast. The Rockies,
the backbone of the North American Continent, is
also known as the Continental Divide.

The Mississippi River is the longest river in
America, over 6, 000 kilometers. It has been
called “father of waters” or “old man river”.
Because the Mississippi and its tributaries drain
one of the richest farm areas in the world, they
form a 19, 000 kilometers’ system of waterways
that are connected to the Great Lakes in the
north by canals and serve .as a means of
transportation and as a source of fertility to the
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