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Preface

This is a book that talks about “girl” and “boy” , which is
based on the female growing up experience and the reflection of gen—
der. Every person can give a glance at it if you had a little bit of interest
in the question “How do I become now?” In this book I seriously in—
vestigate how a girl became a woman, and use a special research meth—
od to analyze this main theme. I believe only women know why we are
“weak” and only “weaker’ can establish the feminist blueprint
which is based on respect and justice in target. All what I do is paving
the way for the earlier realization of gender non—discrimination.

To begin, in the first part of the book I use hormone concept as the
starting point leading to the development of feminist history. As well as
introducing the feminist discourse tools and some theoretical assump-
tions of gender, I explain the meanings of Implications of Hormone in
the book.

In the second part, I cite four philosophers’ theories of Body,
with the body as a mirror to discuss the pedigree source of power of the
female/male body. The four theories include the body which is equating
to “Power of Will” (Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, 1844~1900), the
body which contains political forces (Michel Foucault, 1926~1984), the
body which is carrying culture (Dame Mary Douglas, 1921~2007), and
the live and existential body or embodiment (Maurice Merleau—Ponty,
1908~1961). Four kinds of Body concept constitute a pedigree, we can
see the relation among them by using a camera lens which could stretch
from short focal length to long focal length. No matter from what per—
spective, the body reflects all of the powerful links between the individ-
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ual and the external. During the process of interaction between sexes
and external power, men and women’ s lives and existent bodies
change with each other by means of sex-symbol and gendered-sign.
Therefore, in the second part, I also pay close attention to the evolu—
tion of girl’ s body strength and their interaction with boys by deep in—
terview. In their oral history, I see the growth of girls’ body power un—
der the Implication of Hormone, the subjectification of their gender ex—
perience by performativity, and the initial weaken trend during perfor—
mativity which was hidden but sustained.

The "weak" relative to "strong" should be defined in a concept-re—
lationship; when I probe into the reason of the female visual “weak”
in third part, I use Bem Sex—Role Inventory, girl/boy free answer ques—
tionnaire, and observe the students’ extracurricular activities on the S
campus to find different between sexes . I use symbols to discover the
generation of gendered—sign and try to use performativity theory of Ju—
dith Butler to explain the whole phenomenon between sexes. I draw the
generation of sex—symbol & gendered—sign by vocabulary tree diagram
for “my ideal girl,” “my hating girl,” “my ideal boy,” and “my
hating boy;” and finally I find the gender growth process. In this
part, I got some main findings, as follows:

1. Children positively learn all the words on BSRI during primary
school, no matter if these words are feminine, masculine or neutral. Al-
though there are some differences between the grades and sex, overall it
has not much difference in learning the words. We can say that children
are developing actively towards androgynous gender growth.

2. Gendered-signs are generating during children’ s literacy and
language learning, which is included in performativity. After continuous
learning and growing, children co—construct a basic girl/boy image
which has common qualities but also has gendered differences. Specifi—

cally, hormones are gradually accelerating the development of gender
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performativity towards two extreme poles. At last we conclude gen—
dered—signs to be "beautiful + softly tender" for a girl and "strong +
handsome" for a boy.

3. The interaction between girls and boys is closely related to their
body's belonging, identity, and alliances. I found, in children's interac—
tions, there are two rounds and five key steps in which girls lose their
standpoint. The first round is identified and recognized as “you and I
(we)” ; the second round is performativity including body performance
and language fighting. In the two rounds, there are five steps; these are:
“Firmly believe vs. Identify/recognize” , “Wicked Game vs. ‘I am not

s ”

a boy/male , “Alliance and teasing girls vs. Loose sand-like com—
munity” , “Strong body vs. Weak body” , “Not good at using male
words in language fighting vs. Good at using female words in language
fighting” . In the end, boy win over girl, the result causes “strong man/

boy and weak woman/girl” gender patterns.

Here I would say something about my fieldwork’ s background.
The research in third part is based on the fieldwork in S primary school
in SanJiang County, which is located in the north of GuangXi Province,
deep in the mountains and was less affected by external environment in
history. Primary S used to be SiShu before liberation, an old—style pri—
vate school in Chinese history, so the villages around S were profoundly
impacted by the traditional Chinese culture. Thirty years of reform and
opening up of China brought change but limited and slow impact for this
minority area; on the contrary, some international intervention proj—
ects pay more attention to the minority’ s traditional culture and in
turn strengthen what used to be there. All of these factors also allow my
fieldwork to get continuity and conservatism with traditional Chinese
long cultural history. The region is a relatively closed environment

which is conducive to the researchers exploring the formation mecha—
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nism of the gender differences.

Based on the above findings, in the fourth part I give my opinion
and suggestions on how to treat the relationship between sexes & gen—
der. I do not want to stand against men, however I do want to fight for
gender non—discrimination based on respect and justice. I suggest that
we need to "re—find an alliance base for women to establish a new com—
munity, should reverse the sex—gender life experience to smash the
bonds of tradition, emphasize continuously on the importance of girl's
body power, remove offensive language gender bias, encourage women
to take part in public activities to overcome their fear and timidity, and
increase women’ s self—confidence. All these advices will push women
to the pursuit of gender non—discrimination. I have a dream that might
be one day there is no what we call the last “gender non—discrimina—
tion” period, but another gender—style: Gender Commonwealth, Gen-

der Free.

Luluin Xi’ an

11/13/2012
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