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Preface

From its beginnings in Ancient Greece, the Western
intellectual tradition has had a decidedly individualistic ori-
entation. This is true both in philosophy, especially in the
analytic tradition of the Anglophone world, as well as in
psychology since its birth as an academic discipline in the
19" century.

But things are beginning to change. In philosophy, an
important new paradigm has emerged in the last few dec-
ades that attempts to characterize human shared ( or collec-
tive) intentionality. Influential philosophers such as John
Searle, Michael Bratman, and Margaret Gilbert have un-

covered some of the many ways in which human activities
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that, on the surface, seem individualistic are in reality
only possible because of the underlying social relationships
and cultural conventions, norms, and institutions that
support and structure them. The* deep structure” of unique-
ly human psychology is essentially social and cultural.

In psychology, the change is being instigated by evo-
lutionary approaches. When looking at the evolution of the
human species in comparison with that of its nearest pri-
mate relatives, it is clear that the most important differ-
ences derive from humans’unique forms of social interac-
tion. In particular, humans seem to be much more inclined
to engage in various kinds of cooperation, including u-
nique forms of cooperative communication. This enables
human groups to create all kinds of things collectively that
no individual could create on its own. This applies most
obviously to things such as computers and skyscrapers,
but it also applies to more basic human competencies such
as conventional linguistic communication and individual
self-regulation via the society’s moral norms.

Why We Cooperate is based on my Tanner Lectures
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delivered at Stanford University in 2008. The argument
here-formulated for a more general audience-is that in com-
parison with other primate species humans are inordinately
cooperative. Young children seem to be cooperative from
the beginning, and indeed adult socialization and training
does not seem to have much effect. This is not to say that
adult socialization is not important-it is-but only fér older
children; it does not create young children’s generally co-
operative nature that shows up both when they go to some
trouble to help others fulfill their goals, and also when
they collaborate with one another to achieve common
goals. Much of the research reviewed in this book illus-
trates the unique ways in which humans are adapted for co-
operation.

A Natural History of Human Thinking is aimed more
at an academic audience. Its central claim is that uniquely
human forms of thinking are built on a primate base-great
apes do indeed think in order to solve problems-but then it
goes well beyond this. What enables human thinking to go

beyond general primate thinking is its incorporation of so-
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cial processes. It is social and communicative engagement
with others that enables humans to, for example, form
perspectival cognitive representations ( so that the same an-
imal may be called either a dog or a pet) and to think a-
bout thinking recursively. And the norms that govern hu-
man reasoning processes, for example, not to contradict
oneself directly, are norms that come from the society as a
whole and, in essence, define what it is to be rational in
the culture. The metaphor used to open the book is that hu-
man thinking is like a jazz musician improvising a new
tune in private. It is individual activity, of course, but it
is made possible by a cultural history of jazz music that has
created t_he instruments, the basic patterns, and the audi-
ence that constitute this particular way of making music.

I am no expert, but from what I read in cross-cultural
psychology, China along with many other East Asian
countries are much more “collectivist” cultures than those
in which I have grown up and studied. It is thus possible
that many of the things I argue for in these texts are obvi-

ous to Chinese readers. But obvious or not, I only argue
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for their accuracy, and I hope they do provide some meas-
ure of insight into the basic processes of human social in-
teraction and thinking, even for readers who are already

steeped in collectivist ways of thinking and acting.
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@ Tomasello, M., Kruger, A., and Ratner, H. 1993. Cultural
learning. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 16(3) . 495-511.



=
1S
[9%Y

BMHEO, BEM AL, BRTAXNS, BA—BHHE
HEM RS AR RETEHRETBFELLH X
1A

j\

BAXXALEGRRHEHNE _ANAHNTANEHLER
#3742 %] (social institutions) , H 2% F 2 4 2 ¥
#3562 #L | (norms and rules) JR & T 89 — % 7| 47 4 1
fl. fltm, FAAMARXhESFEEAALBAEFEC
MAN R -—AAEHFTEXERN, FLrxMPAH
LZTELT, HETRBHMENF. FHAIANAHEY
— 8, AEERREAEH T H 6 X1 LK (culturally
defined entities) , fl#n, X XFMEF(URRXEF), AF
XCEXNRAFPLS [T ERAGE - FRA AL
kT B 1 B 69 “ 3 £ 3 i 7 (status functions ) By if
BO], B —AMOIFR, FARAXXABALE L EH
iﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ%%—%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁoﬁi
BhdEY, LYK TREFEHEXAT R THAM

@ Richerson, P.and Boyd, R.2006. Not by genes alone: How cul-
ture transformed human evolution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
2 Searle, I. R.1995. The Construction of Social Reality. New York :

Free Press.
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@ Bratman, M. 1992. Shared cooperative activity. Philosophical Re-
view 101 (2): 327-341. Gilbert, M. 1989. On Social Facts. Princeton;
Princeton University Press. Searle, J. R. 1995. The Construction of Social
Reality. Tuomela, R.2007. The Philosophy of Sociality: The Shared Point
of View. Oxford; Oxford University Press.
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1) Tomasello, M. , Carpenter, M., Call, J. , Behne, T., and
Moll, H.2005. Understanding and sharing intentions: The origins of cul-
tural cognition. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 28(5): 675-691.



