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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The following is a new translation of one of the four books in the
Confucian Bible which has been translated by Dr. Legge as the “Great
Learning” . This Ta Hsiieh (X2, the “Method of Higher Education”
together with the Chung Yung ("Jii ), the “Universal Order or Conduct

of Life” , forms what may be called the “Catechism of the Confucian
Teaching” . When first publishing my translation of the Chung Yung some
ten years ago, | said: "It was my intention to publish these two books
together; but I have not been able to bring my translation of the other book
into a shape to satisfy the standard at which I aim at in my translation.” Now
the present translation is, in my humble opinion, fit to be presented to the
public. I therefore venture to offer it to the consideration of educated men
who are really and sincerely interested in the cause of education in China
and in the world.

In order to make the sequence of thought more intelligible, I have
ventured to slightly rearrange the text as adopted by the great Chinese
commentator Chu Hsi ( 4<% ) and followed by Dr. Legge. The book
consists of the text of Confucius and commentary or explanation of

the text by a disciple.

Ku Hung-ming, Peking, 1915
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THE TEXT OF CONFUCIUS

The object of a Higher Education is to bring out ( B )" the intelligent
( BH ) moral power ( £ ) of our nature; to make a new and better society
(lit. people); and to enable us to abide in the highest excellence.

When a man has a standard of excellence before him, and only
then, will he have a fixed and definite purpose; with a fixed and
definite purpose, and only then, will he be able to have peace and
tranquillity of mind; with® tranquillity of mind, and only then, will
he be able to have peace and tranquillity@j of soul; with peace and
serenity of soul, and only then, can he devote himself to deep, serious
thinking and reflection; and it is only by deep, serious thinking and

reflection that a man can attain true culture.

COMMENTARY

. The Commission of Investiture to Prince K’ang says: “He (the
Emperor Wen) succeeded in making manifest the power of

his moral nature.”

(D JRICRP DT, Fa],
(2 JF gy, b s “peace and” -
(3 JESCUny, eAb “tranquillity” 365 8 F CH 1) “serenity” .
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2. In the Address of the Minister I-Yin to the Emperor T'ai Chia,
it is said: “He (the great Emperor T’ang) kept constantly

before him the clear Ordinance of God.”

3. In the Memorial Record of the Emperor Yao, it is said: “He

succeeded in making manifest the lofty sublimity of his moral

nature.”

4. Thus all these men made manifest the intelligent moral power

of their nature.

| This section explains what “to bring out the intelligent power of our

nature” means. |

Il

L. The Inscription on the Emperor Tang’s Bath says: “Be a new

man each day; from day to day be a new man; every day be a

new man.”’

2. The Commission of Investiture to Prince K'ang says: “Create

a new society.”
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3. The Book of Songs says: “Although the Royal House of Chou

was an old State, a new Mission was given to it.”

4. Therefore whatever a gentleman finds for his hands to do, he

doeth with all his might.

| This section explains what “to make a new and better society” means. |

111

I. The Book of Songs says: “The Imperial Domain was a

thousand li wide; within it all the people found their abode.”

2. The Book of Songs, again, says: " The twittering yellow bird
has found its abode on the side of a little hill.”

Confucius commenting on this said: “In choosing their abode,
even the birds know what to choose. Can it be that man i1s less

intelligent than birds?”

3. The Book of Songs says: “Profoundly serious was the Emperor

Wen. Ah! how earnestly he strove to realize his ideals.”

As a ruler, his 1deal was to love mankind. As a subject, his

1deal was to respect authority. As a son, his 1deal was to

10



