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Unit 1
Language Learning and
Linguistics

=45

This unit is intended to

1. understand and use the language related to language learning and linguistics;
2. learn about theories and practice of linguistics and language learning;

3. practice the listening skill — identifying the key elements;

4. acquire a knowledge of a memorable speech.

Part | Lead-in

Read the following passage and complete the following exercises.

Almost all human beings acquire a language (and sometimes more than one), to
the level of native competency, before age 5. How do children accomplish this
remarkable feat in such a short amount of time? Which aspects of language acquisition
are biologically programmed into the human brain and which are based on experience?
Do adults learn language differently from children? Researchers have long debated the
answers to these questions, but there is one thing they agree on: language acquisition is
a complex process.

Most researchers agree that children acquire language through interplay of biology
and environmental factors. A challenge for linguists is to figure out how nature and
nurture come together to influence language learning.

Some researchers theorize that children are born with an innate biological “device”



for understanding the principles and organization common to all languages.

Some researchers place greater emphasis on the influence of usage and experience
in language acquisition. They argue that adults play an important role in language
acquisition by speaking to children — often in a slow, grammatical and repetitious
way. In turn, children discern patterns in the language and experiment with speech
gradually — uttering single words at first and eventually stringing them together to
construct abstract expressions.

But most scientists think children and adults learn language differently. While
they may not do it as quickly and easily as children seem to. adults can learn to speak
new languages proficiently. However, few would be mistaken for a native speaker of
the non-native tongue. Childhood may be a critical period for mastering certain
aspects of language such as proper pronunciation. What factors account for the
different language learning capabilities of adults and children?

While our understanding of language acquisition is incomplete, this pursuit is well
worth the effort.

Task 1= Match the words with their definitions.

1. competency a. the effect that two or more things have on each

other
2. feat b. possessed from birth; in one’s nature
3. acquisition c. undeveloped gift or quality
4. interplay d. (do something) well or skillfully
5. nurture e. the ability to do something well
6. innate f. to say something
7. discern g. successful completion of something needing skill
or strength
8. utter h. to see or understand something that is not clear
9. proficiently i. the act of obtaining something, e. g. knowledge,
skills
10. capability j. the education and care given to a child

Task 2 Answer the following questions based on the passage and discuss your
answers with your partner(s).
1. According to the passage, what have researches long debated on? And what do
they agree on?

2. What do we learn about “nature and nurture” argument from the passage?
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. How do children and adults learn language differently, according to the passage?

. Which one do you think plays a more important role in language learning, nature

or nurture?

. What do you think is the effective way of language learning for an adult learner?

How does it help language learning?

Part Il Theme-related Activities

interval /'imtov(a)1/ n. (BEH ) & e e
retain /ri'temn/ vt. iEAE,EY

assimilate /a'similert/ v. K (&8 4R %)
essentials /1'senf(2)1z/ n. 2%;%5%

Task 1  Listen to the audio clip of a lecture and then decide whether the following

statements are true or false.

1.

Dr. Pimsleur’s methodology derived from his interest in the way children
learn a second language.

Dr. Pimsleur thought it was necessary to memorize grammar rules, phrases
and verbs when learning a second language.

Dr. Pimsleur recommended reviewing the new information as soon as
possible for a better retention.

Dr. Pimsleur believed that the anticipation of answers to questions could
help language learners get actively involved.

Dr. Pimsleur thought language couldn’t be taught but acquired naturally.
Dr. Pimsleur discovered that the more words language learners knew,
the less time it would take to learn the language.



